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INTRODUCTION. 



It was my original intention to have appended the 
songs from the mayoralty p^eants of London, 
contained in thia volume, to the volume on Lord 
Mayors' Pageants published by the Percy Society 
in 1843-4, so that this may be considered as the 
third and concluding part of the collections on 
that subject. I have however not restricted 
myself now, as I should have done before, to those 
only to be found in pageants expressly devoted to 
London's chief magistrate, but have added several 
from pageants designed to entertain royalty when 
it honoured the city with its presence. It must 
be allowed that many of these songs possess but 
little i>oetical merit; they are chiefly curious as 
specimens of the taste and feeling of the day ; but 
they derive an historic interest from the great 
occasions in the celebration of which they were 
composed. In many instanceai too, they vividly 
picture forth, in coarse and homely phrase enough, 
the opinions, political and reli^ous, held in the 
capital of the kingdom. In some instances the 
freedom of expression is rather surprising; but 
this also is characteristic of the times. Thus, 
b 
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when Charles the Second and his queen were en- 
tertfuned with the Waterman's Song, printed in 
this collection, p. 34, the author tells us: — " The 
BOQg ended, and upon their majeatiee drawing near, 
one of the watermen boldly steps forward, and 
expresseth himself to their majesties in these 
words, — ' Haid in, haul in, for the honour of your 
calling, and be hang'd ; do you know your fellows 
no better? I have something to say for the good 
of ye all : God blesse thee. King Charles, and thy 
good woman there, a blest creature she is, I war- 
rant thee, and a true. Go thy wayes for a wagg ! 
thou hast had a merry time onH in the west ; I 
need say no more ; a word to the wise — thou un- 
derstand''st me ; much good may it do thee, fall too 
and welcome; the devil take the grudgerl But 
dost hear me, don't take it ia dudgeon that I am 
so familiar with thee ; thou mayst rather take it 
kindly, for I am not alwayes iu this good humour ; 
though I tJiee thee and thou thee, I am no qiiaker, 
take notice of that; he that does not love thee in 
his heart, may he be drawn in a cart ; God blesse 
me, that rime has put me in mind of the old poet 
my brother waterman." Have at ye, iTaith ! if I 
have any guts in my brains 1 I'll give you a dish 

* John Taylor the Water-Poet, so named from haying 
been a Thames waterman. He compoied the mayoralty 
pageant for 1634. 
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of poetry to stay your stomooh *till you get farther; 

a distJoh or two does it : 

We in our hearts do fcater no Receipt, 
Thej ftud our tongues simplicity do meet, 
As sands and fishes are thought ouraberlesi, 
So may our joyes be pregnant, and increase. 

And so Grod speed yoa welL" 

The very great rarity of the descriptive pamphlets 
of LondoQ pt^eants can only be accounted for by 
the temporary interest they excited. The original 
editions were not small, and they appeared on all 
occasions. In the Satirtg of Henry Fitq^fiery, 
1617, mention is made how 

" Carelesse, fearlease pamphlets fly about, 
Bookefl made of ballades ; workes of playes, 
SiglitB to be read of mj lo. maiot's days," 

and he previously speaks of the eagerness with 
which descriptive accounts are got up and pub- 
lished : 

" Be there a city show, or sight at court." 
Since the publication of my collections on Lord 
Mayors' Fageante, in which I included a brief de- 
scription of all I could then discover in any public 
or private library, Mr. Pearson has obt^ned one by 
ThomasMiddletonhithertounpublishedjand which 
is printed entire in the second volume of the Shai- 
tpere Society s Papers. It is entitled "The Triumphs 
of Honor and Virtue," and was written by Mid- 
dleton for the mayoralty of the Et. Hon. Peter 
22 
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Proby, of the grocer's company, in 1622. The 
pt^eonts for 1621 and 1623 I have already de- 
scribed ; and this supplies the mis^ng one. Two 
P^eants were exhibited on the water, the Tkrone of 
Virtue, and the Continent of -India. 'They add to 
the show by land, and are stationed on the major's 
return, at different places. St. Paul's church- 
yard is the abiding-place of the Continent of India ; 
this was the trade-^geant, and was " replenished 
with all manner of spice-plants and trees bearing 
odour." A black personage, representing India, 
is seated on a bed of spices, attended by Indians 
in antique habits, "Commerce, Adventure, and 
Traffic, three habited like merchants, presenting 
to her view a bright figure, bearing the inscription 
of Knowledge, a sun appearing above the trees in 
brightest splendour and glory." Middleton tells 
us that " the three merchants placed in the Conti- 
nent have reference to the lord mayor and sheriffs, 
all three being this year brothers of this ancient 
and honourable Society." India addreaaca an ex- 
ceedingly complimentary speech to the mayor, who 
now proceeds to "the chariot of Fame, which 
aw^ts his honour's approach near the little conduit 
in Cheap,'' where Antiijuity again compliments 
him and the company to which he belongs, and 
declares the honours they have received In his 
"golden register book." The Throne of Virtue is 
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the nest to confront the mayor near to Laurence- 
lane end, and here again complimentB are rife. 
The mayor now reaches Guildhall, dines, and after- 
wards goes to St. Paul's, attended by " the whole 
state of the triumph," and eo homeward. " la 
Soper Lane two parts of the triumph stand ready 
planted; tiz. the Throne of Virtue, and th« Qlobe of 
Honour." This last pageant, which, with the others, 
was the work of Gerard Chriatmas (whose inventive 
genius and clever execution is always lauded by 
the city poets, and has been frequently noticed by 
. me elsewhere), is so exactly like what we constantly 
see upon the modem theatres, that it is not a UtUe 
ouriouB, particularly if Christmas was the original 
inventor of this " unparallelled master-piece of in- 
vention and art," as Middleton styles it. This 
" Globe suddenly opening, and flying into eight 
coats, or distinct parts, discovers in a twinkling 
eight bright personages most gloriously decked, 
representing as it were the inioard man, the inten- 
tions of a virtuous and worthy breast by the graces 
of the mind and soul, such as Clear Conscience, 
Divine Speculation, Peace of Heart, Integrity, Waich~ 
fulness. Equality, Providence, Impartiality, each 
exprest by its proper illustration. And because 
man's perfection can receive no constant attribute 
in this life, the cloud of Fnulty ever and anon 
shadowing and darkening our brightest intentions. 
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makee good the morality of those coate or parts, 
when thej fall or close into the full roimd of a 
globe agun, showing, that as the brightest day has 
its overcastings, so the beet men in this life have 
tiieir imperfectjons -, and worldly mists oftentimes 
interpose the clearest cogitations, and yet that but 
for a season, turning in the end, like the mounting 
of this engine, to their everlasting brightness, con- 
verting itself to a canopy of stars." The four car- 
dinal virtues, Wisdom, Justice, Fortitude, and 
Temperance, are placed at the four comers, and 
Honour, " mounted (hi the top," expluns all in a 
farewell speech to the mayor. 

I have myself obtained access to the very rare pa- 
geant for 1698 by Settle, and which is remarkable 
as being one of the only two centring engravings 
of the shows exhibited. It is entitled, " Glory^s 
Besurrection, being the Triumphs of London re- 
vived, for the Inauguration of the Bight Honour- 
able Sir Francis Child," of the Goldsmiths^ Com- 
pany. Upon this occasion the place of meeting 
was Goldsmiths' Hall, and the procession passed 
through Cheapside to Three-Crane wharf, where 
they embarked for Westminster, landing on their 
return at Dorset-stairs." The first pageaut, "The 

* See tay " Histarf ef Lord Mayors' P&geuita," Part I, 
p, 115, for tiie account given in the neirapapers of the day, 
of their enterliunment there by the Earl of Dorset. 
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Amphitheatre of Union," was exhibited in Cheap- 
aide ; it waB a temple of the Corinthian order, on 
the angles of which were placed "four noble 
golden cups, being part of the bearing of the com- 
panies arme." Union addreBses a short and ami- 
cable speech to the Mayor. The second pageant 
is the GoIdBmiths' Laboratory, where sits St. 
Dunstaa, holding a pair of gdldBmidi'e tonga in bis 
right hand and a crozier in his left, while under 
his feet lies the devil. " On each side this noble 
seat,'" says Settle, " is plac'd Apollo and Esculapiua 
his son, in their proper habits, bearing the city's 
and company's banners, and playing on several 
melodious instruments, as well for his lordship's 
diversion as to preserve a harmony and decorum 
among the artificers," who are all at work in the 
various processes of their trade around him. St. 
DuDstan thus commences his address to the Mayor, 

" The tiinniphs of this day, deserr'd bo well, 
When fame shall in recorded story tell, 

Those oraclea of truth ' 

Devil. ( ItUerraptiTig him.) Can you speak truth 1 
St. Dunitan. Peace, snarling devil ! Thus I'll stop your 
mouth ! {Catches him bj/ the nou.) 

Down to th; hell, there croal, thou fiend aecuist, 
See this great day, and, swell'd with envy, burst."* 

The Uiird pi^eant is the chariot of justice, in 

* It was usual to act thia legend whenever a mayor of the 
goldsmiths' company was inaugurated, It occurs in Jordan's 
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which sitfl Astren, holding in her right hand a 
touch-stone, and in her lel^ a goldea balance with 
eilver ecales. " At a descent beneath this goddess 
are placed Charity and Concord, as the necessary 
supporters of Justice ; and on a seat remote sits 
another virtue, called Truth, supporting the reins 
and guiding the cliariot of Justice. This stately 
chariot is drawn by two unicorns, most exquisitely 
carved and gilded, with equal proportion to the 
life. On the backs of the two unicorns are mounted 
two beautiful young princes, one a Barbarian, the 
other an European, sounding forth the fame of the 
honourable company of goldsmiths. At the feet 
of these most noble creatures are sented four other 
virtues, as Prudence, Temperance, Courage, and 
Conduct, all properlyattired, each holding a banner, 
display'd with the king''s, the lord mayor's, the 
city's, and the company's arms." - Astrea addresses 
' a short complimentary speech to the mayor. 

The fourth and last p^eant is " the Temple of 
Honour," where he sits with Peace, Plenty, and 
Liberality ; and he also compliments the mayor. 
At each comer of the stage beneath, were placed 
impersonations of " the four principal rivers of 

pageuit for Sir Robert Tjuer, 1664. See " Lord M&jon' 
Fageants," Part I, p. 82, for the descriptive passage. In the 
pageant for 1687, nhich Taubman had composed for Sir John 
Shorter, the same scene was enacted. (See " Pageants," 
Part I, p. 103.) 



)!■,■ Google 



trade, as Tiber, Nile, Danube, and Thames." A 
song of three verses, composed for the feast in 
Guildhall, concludes the pamphlet ; it promises an 
increase of trade and wealth to the city, owing to 
' the peace effected by the prowess of William the 
Third : 

" Of war lie Km ended the toil and the pain, 
And William's work now is to smile and to reign." 

The four plates do not altogether accord with 
the author's description of the pageants they are 
supposed to delineate. Thus, the first exhibits a 
figure not auswering to the desciipttoD ^veu of 
*' Union," holding a bow and arrow, under a square 
canopy, not supported by Corinthian capitals, but 
by twisted pillars of a nondescript order. St. 
Dunstan is represented in his chair, without the 
devil, and unattended by the other personages 
named ; two goldsmiths, one weighing ore, and the 
other placing cups in the shop which forms the 
back-ground, arc all that appear. The engraving 
altt^ther lacks vraitemilance, and does not look 
like a fac-simile copy of any particular pageant. 
Both these plates are of the folio size of the pam- 
phlet ; the third one is a larger folding plate ; it is 
" the chariot of justice," and is inscribed " to the 
worshipfull the Company of Goldsmiths, the prints 
of these Pageants, as a lasting monument of this 
year's triumphs, are humbly dedicated," and it is 
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marked as " 17 foot high." The fourth, "the 
Temple of Honour," answers the deecriptioa pretty 
well : it is very badly executed as a work of art, 
as are all the others except the Chariot of Juetice, 
which is a remarkably spirited engraving, with a 
very broad effect, reminding one fordbly, in its 
style and treatment, as well as by the features of 
the faces, of the works of the celebrated Dutch 
engraver, Bomain de Hooge, by whom it was very 
probably executed. It is copied in outline as a 
frontispiece to this book.* 

The Fishmongers' company have, since the com- 
pletion of my little volume, published by subscrip- 
tion a series of fac-simile engravings from the 
very interesting drawings of Sir John Leman's 
pageant for 1616 in their possession, accompanied 
with descriptive letter-press, in an elegant folio 
Tolume. Their resemblance in structure to the 



* If the reader will turn to my " Histoiy of Lord Mayors' 
Pagranta," Part I, p. 61, he will find that precisely the same 
pageant was exhibited in 1674 ; and in p. 103 of the stune 
Tolnme it is described in the pageant for 1687 identically as 
Bettle now gives it ; in the notes and additions to Fart I he 
will find a further notice of the way in which these " stock- 
pageants" were repeated, and sometimes under new names, 
oi with new figures introduced, which may account for the 
engravings of some of those above-named not esactly agreeing 
with the deacriptiona of the city bureato. They have evi- 
dently been executed by different hands, and probably at 
different times. 
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coDtdnental pageanto I have described in the in- 
troduction to the first part of my own book is iden- 
lical; the figures exhibited are all arranged on 
stages, and the macliinery which moves them is 
concealed hj hangings or painted cloths, like the 
Antwerp pageant engraved there- 
in the notes to the second part of the Pageants 
I have printed a aong on the visit of King 
James I to St. Paul's in 1620, from a MS. in the 
possession of Dr. Bimbault, and which formerly 
belonged to John Gamble, a musician of whom I 
have given a brief notice in p. 35 of the present 
volume ; I may be excused for printing another 
carious song from the same MS. cm the -citizens* 
neglect of their cathedral, as the Percy Society 
should he considered ae peculiarly the guardians 
of al! such ancient unpublished lyrics. 

The poielingesof the cittj, 
Soth zealous men and wittj', 
' InBpired with the spirit of truth : 
Doe hould it foe a great offence, 
To repajre a church with such eipence, 
That hftth beene supentitibus ajl her youth. 

Lett ould Duke Humphrej and his crue 
Biee fiom theii graves, and build it newe. 
That there long tjme did use to snj theii masses ; 

For thej stood much upon good workes. 
Which we esteeme &rT less then Turkes, 
And those that doe them we terme them asses. 
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Fonooth, all Papbti lake lu where 
Om churcbe wu nunj a jeare 

luTuible, irhcD ttwB waa in the height : 
But let tlie poors deceired souls 
IiDok imdemeath the quier of Pauls, 

And the; maj see her hollj lajth. 

There u noe beU nor organs there, 
To make a feare&ll no;ae to heare ; 

The surplis is not wome, nor jet the cope i 
Noe choristers to make a noyse, 
We prajse the Lord without such tojea. 

By pealme and sermons preacht against the pope. 

There are not pictures to be seene. 
But oul; of our lojall queene 

Elizabeth, whose fame doth beaie the bell. 
Her soul's in heaven, you may be sure. 
For though she died a viigin pure, 

She ne're deserred to lead apes in hell. 

The Eteriptures all men freely read, 
Interpreting it for a neede 

Themselves, without a guide, and nerer feare it. 
Wee neede noe &thers to expound, 
Our doctrine is soe sure and sound 

That all men find it by their private spirit. 

I cannot chuee but laugh at those 

That aeeke the Ohurche and doctrines glosa 

Upon the text, and dare not trust their owne. 
As if they kueve aa well as wee, 
What wiUiout zeala doth beet agree, [kmowne. 

That wrought soe long before the Church was 

Kow Qod preserve King Charles hia life. 
For he hath gott a, Tertuous wife; 

The match is broake with Spayne, I saw't in print, 
The Frencbe match ia goings on amayne, 
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If th&t stkould have broake u it did with Spayne, 
For atj put, I should think the deviU wen in't.* 

Of Jacob Hall, the celebrated rope-dancer who 
wae hired to figure before Charles II in the pa- 
geant for 1671, when he dined with the mayor, 
(see " Lord Mayors' Pageants," Part II, p. 138, 
and notee), a notice occurs in a poem " upon the 
stately structure of Bow Church and steeple," 
printed in the " Collection of Poems on affwrs of 
State," Tol. iv, p. 379, which would seem to prove 
that he was frequently seen in the niayoralty 
shows. 

" When Jacob Hall on his high rope shews tricka, 
The dragon fluttersjt the loid mayor's horse kicks ; 
The Cheapdde crowds and pageants scarcely know 
Which most t' admire, Hall, hobby-horse, or Bow J" 

* The same M$. contains the following sUnta set la music, 
which was written on Charles the First's peremptory dismisssi 
of his queen's French serrants, in the summer of 1626. They 
had so tired his patience, that in a tetter to Buckingham ha says, 
" I command you to send all the French away ontof town. If yon 
can by fair means, (but stick not long in disputing), other ways 
force them away libe so many wild beasts, notil ye have shipped 
them ; and so the devil go with them." 

Hirke, lis tell jou newes rroiD (he court, 
Muke. tbew thingn will make jon good tpoii, 
All the Franch thai lalelf did prannce 

Thera op and downe lu braiery, 
Now are all »ul backe to France, 

Kinge Chsrl«a hath Bmelt saiiie knamy. 
Haiks '. hov (hay call for helps ! kids porters is lacking ; 
Dsnmark Hddas wu full of packs. 
Sent away on porler't backs. 
4 Alluding to the dragon which forms the weather-oock of 
Bow Church. 
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The guilds, or companies of tradesmen of all 
our targe towns, were formerly distinguiehed by 
their public proceeeions and pageaat« exhibited 
on the Section of miiyor, or the oommemorotion 
day of their patron sunt. These have all gradu- 
ally fallen into disuse, or else lingered on until 
their original meaning was in some degree for- 
gotten.* The three most interesting of these 
ancient shows, which remain to us, are the guild 
processiona of Coventry, Preston, and Shrews- 
bury. The Coventry tradesmen have always been 
celebrated for their love of shows dnce the days 
of the old mysteries, when each trade played one 
peculiar to itself, as did their fellow-traders of 
Chester. The guild procession of modem times 
was annually exhibited at Coventry, on the Friday 
in Trinity week, until within the last thirty years, 
but now it seldom occurs oflener than once in 
three or four years. The show commences with 
the city guards, dressed in ancient armour, and 
carrying spears; then follows St. Geoi^e in. a 
complete suit of armour, on a bors^ led by a 
youth in female attire, probably intended for 
Sabra, the king of Egypt's daughter, whom, 

* At Great Yarmouth, Norfolk, it was <uual to place 
outside the Quildhall, on the mayor's feast, tiro puppets 
named John and Bess Joblet. Why they were bo named oz 
exhibited no one knew ; they were the last relic of aome old 
commemoration or pageant. 
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according to Kchard Johnson's veritable " History 
of the Seven Champions of Christendom," he eaved 
from the dragon's devouring jawe. He is followed 
by musicians, and the high constable of tiie city, 
with, his staff of office in his hand, preceding the 
centre of attraction, the Lady Godiva. A hand- 
some woman is always engaged to personate her 
ladyship ; she is clothed in a white linen dress, 
fitting close to her body, which is relieved by a 
variety of gay ornaments ; from her hair is sus- 
pended a splendid gauze BCarf, she is also furnished 
with beautiful long ringlets, which flow in graceful 
luxuriance over great part of her body. She 
carries a large bunch of flowers in her hand, and 
rides on a cream-coloured horse, accompanied on 
either side by the city crier and beadle, on horse- 
back.* These men are remarked for their coats 
of two colours, the one side green, the other 
scarlet, to represent the bishopric of Coventry 
and Lichfield ; the badge of the city is borne on 
their left. arms. The mayor and corporation fol- 
low on horseback, preceding the different trade 
companies of the city, who are each represented 
by a streamer, and a master or head of the com- 

* Though, this guild procesaioD is of very ancieat duAe, the 
introduction of Lady OodiTH ii believed to have token 
plftce about the time of that notorious licentiate Charles II. 
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pany provided with foUowera.* They ride in the 
following order : — the mercers, drapers, clothiers, 
blacksmiths, t^ors, cappers, butchers, fell-mon- 
gers, carpenters, cordwainera, bakers, and weavers. 
They are followed by a knight in silver armour, 
and by masonic and benefit societies. These are 
followed by the woolcombers' company, a strange- 
tooicing set of men, most of them wearing large 
wigs and hats of different coloured jersey. First 
comes their streamer; then tlieir master and two 
followers ^ afler them appear a little boy and girl, 
representing a shepherd and shepherdess ; they are 
seated beneath two arbours, formed of boughs and 
flowers, which make an entire covering for the 
spleniUd car in which they ride ; the boy carries a 
dog, the little girl a lamb, or images of these 
animals, and they hold crooks in their hands. 
Immediately following them is a man representing 
Jason, with a golden fieece, and drawn sword ; 
after him five men, sorters of wool, and then one 
dressed to personate Bishop Blaze, the great 



* These followers who attend on the principal characters 
of the show, are beautiful little boys, dreased in costly habits, 
and some of them are so young as to require eupport in 
their hasket-noik seats, which are fixed to the backs of their 
horses. The men who load the horses walk without their 
coats, and are decorated with a profusion of ribbons. 
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patron snd fnend of the woolcombere,* with the 
combs in one hand, and the bible in the other, 
followed hj Beveral woolcombers, lantaetically 
dressed. Another &11 band of mosic doses the 
procession. 

The Preston ffuUda fnercatoria, or merchant's 
guild, was confirmed by charters given in the 37 
Kdwnrd III, and 15 Richard II : it was instituted 
in the reign of Henry II ; and was generally a gay 
and festive meeting ; oratorios, balls, masquerades 
tind plays, continued for many weeks. St. John 
the Baptist is the special patron of the Preston 
guild. The first year on record of its public cele- 
bration was 1329 ; the jsecond, in 1397 ; the third, 
in 1416 ; and so on at irregular intervals, but from 
the year 1543 it has been held regularly every 
twenty years. Upon failure of such celebration 
the guild forfeit their elective franchises, and 
their rights as burgesses. 

They meet on the Monday after the decollation 

* He appeals to have lieen tormented with iron mmbt 
previous to hia martyrdom under HciniuB, a.d. 316. In the 
tirat volume of Hone's "Everydaj Book" ia an account oi 
the septennial festival of the bishop, held bj the wool- 
combers of Bradford on the Axj of his martyrdom, February 
3rd, 1825, in which the bishop formed the principal fea^ 
tnre of the show ; he was attended by his chaplain, and 
was preceded by Jason, Medea, and the King and Queen, 
(of Colehia 1) and followed by shepherds, shepherdesses, and 
countiy BwaiDs, attired in light-green dresses. 
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of St. John tlie Baptist at the Moot-Hall, and 
thence go to church. A fleries of plates wad en- 
graved by B. Mayor in 1762, delbeatdng the whole 
of the procesnon on that occasion. The com- 
panies were preceded by the marshal armed cap-a- 
piei and mounted. The smithH exhibited a mounted 
horseman with head-piece and axe ; the carpenters, 
a group of boys, bearing wands surmounted with 
bunches of flowers, lilce that borne by the lord 
mayor of Itondon's henchboy, in Charles Ts time, 
aa shewn in the frontispiece to the first part of my 
"Lord Mayors* Ft^eants;" the cordwainers had 
two nondescript figures, partially armed with hate 
and feathers and long mantles, probably meant for 
Crispin and Crispianus. The weavers carried 
aloft a small loom, with a boy at work ; the wool- 
combers exhibited their patron siunt. Bishop Blaise, 
on horseback, holding the woolcomb in his hand. 
The celebration of this guild lasted about fourteen 
days. 

In 1802, the tailor's company was attended by 
a man and woman decorated with fig-leaves, to 
personate Adam and Eve, " an emblem of the very 
high antiquity of their business." The famer'a 
company were led by a man completeljr attired in 
steel armour, to represent Vulcan, attended by 
eight boys in powdered hfur. The companies were 
all gaily dressed, the cordwainers appearing in red 
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morocco iq)rons, bound with tight blue ribands. 
A apinning-jeimy, with a boy at work, and a loom 
at which wae a girl at work with bobbing, were 
each drawn on aledgee by the men in the proces- 
eion, as well as a miniature eteun-engine, perform- 
ing ail the various processes of the cotton maau- 
facture. The celebration lasted for a fortnight, 
and ballsj races, oratorios, balloons, &c., were pro- 
vided for each day's entertainment;* 

The pageant annually celebrated at Shrews- 
bury, and kuown by the name of the Sirewsiuiy 
8hov>, is of Tery ancient foundation, and appears 
to have owed its origin to one of the most splendid 
festivals of the Bomish church, that of Corpus 
Christi. Upon this day the several guilds and 

*' See "History of Preston, and Account of the Quild 
Merchant," fol. Lood. 1822. Lady Maiy Wortle; Montague^ 
in a letter &om Adrianople, dated Maj 17, 1717, describes ■ 
Turkish trade ahD«,wlucli in nuuypbrticulvs bekra a curioiu 
reeemblance to the European onei : — 

" It wBS preceded by an effendi mounted on a camel, richly 
Punished, reading aloud the Alcoran, finely bound, laid upon 
a cushion. He was Burrounded by a parcel of boys, in wbit^ 
singing some verses of it, followed by a man dressed in green 
boughs, representing a clean husbandman sowing seed. 
After him several reapers, with garlands of ears of com, as 
Ceres is pictured, with scythes in their hands, eeenung to mow. 
Then a little machine drawn by oxen, in which was a wind- 
mill,andboyseDiplojedin grinding com; followed by another 
machine, drawn by buffaloes, carrying an oven, and two more 
boys, one employed in kneading bread, and another in draw- 
c2 
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companies, preceded by their maeterB and wardenB, 
and attended bj the abbot, priors, and other eccle- 
siastical dignitaries, bearing the host under a superb 
canopy, and richly dreaeed and appointed with 
ToriouB religions inugnia, proceeded in solemn pro- 
cession to the Weeping Cross, some little distance 
out of town, where they bewailed their manifold 
sins; and having offered up thonk^vings and 
prayers for the harvest, they returned in the some 
order to the town, and concluded their ceremony 
by the celebration of High Mass in the ancient 
church of St. Chad. This waa followed by three 
days of general rejoicing. Since the Reformation, 
the reli^ous part of the ceremony has been of 
course discontinued, and the second Monday afler 

ing it out of the oven. Theie bojB threw little cakes on both 
rides Among the crowd, and were followed bj the whole com- 
pany of baken, marching on foot, two bj two, in their beat 
clotjies, with cakes, loavea, pastiee, and pies of all soita, on 
their heads, and after them two buffoons, or jack-puddings, 
with their faces and clothes smeaied with meal, who diverted 
the mob with their antic gestures. In the aame manner fol- 
lowed all the companies of trade in the empire ; the noble ' 
sort, such as jewellers, mercers, Ac, finely mounted, uid 
many of the ps^eants that represent their trades, pw- 
fectlj magnificent ; among which, that of the fuiriers made 
one of the best figures, being a very large machine, set round 
with the skins of ermines, foies, Ac, so well stuffed, that 
the animals seemed to be alive, and followed by music and 
dancers. I believe there were upon the whole twenty thou- 
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Trinity Sunday has been substituted for Corpus 
Cfaristi day. The different companies still con- 
tinued their procession with increased pomp and 
grandeur. At the present time, the various com- 
panies, with all tfadr " com-bretbren," assemble in 
the forenoon at the castie, and having been duly 
marshalled in proper order of precedency, start in 
procession in the following order : first, the shoe- 
makers, with a splendid array of flags and banners, 
and preceded by St. Crispin in the drees of a 
cavalier of Charles I, and Crispianus in the costume 
of George II, both on horseback; second, the 
butchers, with the king of the company, and nu- 
merous flags and banners ; these are followed by 
the bricklayers, the painters, the booksellers, the 
bakers, the barber-surgeons, and many other com- 
panies, with flags, banners, denoes, and imple- 
ments, and each accompanied by a " kin^" or some 
prindpal personage of their trade on horseback. 
The procession moves down Castle-For^fate and 
Pride Hill to the market-place, where they rest 
nntil the national anthem is played, and then march 
forward down the Mardol, over ^e "Welch bridge, 
and up Frankwel] to Kingsland. 
. This is a large tract of land belonging to the 
buigesses, and upon which the several companies 
have small enclosures each comprising within its 
limits a small dwelling-house, and an " arbour," 
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or aummer dining pavilion. On amTing at Kinga- 
land, the companies branch off to their reepective 
srboun, where dinners are prepared, and shortly 
after ihe mayor and corporation arrive on horse- 
back, and proceed from arbour to arbour, to partake 
of refreahment with each. In the evening, the 
IHttoession re-forms, and leaving Kingaland on the 
opposite aide, returns to Coleham, over the Engliah 
bridge, up the Wyll Cop, along High Street to &e 
Market Square, where, having again sung the 
national anthem, they aeparate. 

The day ia spent in unbounded jollity and good 
humour, and &a^, bannera, bands of music, shows, 
booths, stalls, &c., are to be seen everywhere. 

Of the provincial mayoralty proceauona, one of 
the most interesting was that of Norwich, which 
exhibited aome peculiar features of "pomp and 
antique pageantry," even until the year 1835, 
when the old corporation was legislatively abo- 
liahed, and the mayor has since been sworn in with 
Bcarcely so much of public form and distinction as 
accompanies the installation of a parochial overseer. 
In the olden time all the trade guilds or confrater- 
nities, preceded by their banners, marched through 
the principal streets to the cathedraL By the sta- 
tutes of 31 Henry VIH and 1 Edw. VI, aU the 
guilds, except that of St. George's company, were 
abolished; and they always appeared with their 
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pageant of St. George and the Dragon and St Mar- 
garet, until that once opulent and important bro- 
therhood was dissolved in 1731.* Their annual 
processiona were generally very grand, and thej 
always exhibited their patron sunt in great glory. 
Bloomfield haa furnished us, in his Norfolk, with 
many items on this subject, shewing their great 
liberality. Thus, in 1534, Philip Foreman is or- 
dered "to be George this year, and to have KW. 
for his labour, and finding apparel," a very large 
sum when the value of money at that time is con- 
udered. In 1537, was "boughi for the apparel of 
tiie George and Mai^aret, eight yards of tawny, 
and four yards of crimBon velvet, to be in the cus- 
tody of the aldermen," eo that St. Mai^^aret, who 



* Thiscompanjwae first foundod in 13SG,beiiigaiocietj 
of brethren and sisters in honour of the martyi St. George, 
who, by Tolimtaiy subscription, provided a chapUin to cele- 
bnte eerrice erery d»; before the high altwr on the south 
side of the c&thedial, for the welfare of the brethren and 
sisters of the guild while alive, and the repose of their souls 
when dead, and thus they continued until 141fi, when 
Henry T granted them a charter, by which they were in- 
corporated by the name of "the aldermen, masters, brethren, 
and sisters of the iratemity or guild of St. Gleorge inNorwich," 
and they annually chose one alderman, four masters, and 
twenty-four for the assembly or common counciL The com- 
pany baring dwindled to poverty, gave up their charter, 
books, and goods to the city in 1731, in consideration of 
their debts, which amounted to 236^. I0«. 1<^, being paid by 
them.— (BiwmyJeW.) 
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18 always pfunted with the Dragon* as well a& St. 
George, also appeared in the procesBion, and was 
called the Lady of the Guild. In 1468, in the in- 
ventory of the goods belonging to the guild, is " a 
scarlet gown for the George, with blue garterB.f 
A eoat armour for the George, beaten with silver. 
A ohaplet for St. George, with an owche(or brooch) 
of copper ^It, and all the horse's furniture. A 
droffon, a basnet, a pair of gauntlets, two white 
gowne for the heynsmen or henchmen, and a eword, 
the scabbard covered with velvet, and bossed." 

In 1549, they 'sold Aeir old pageant-dresses, 
and among them " a black velvet vestment, a jerr 
kin of crimson velvet, a cap of russet velvet, a 
coat armour of white damask, with a red cross, a 
horse harness of black velvet, with copper buckles, 
^t, for the George, and a horse harness of crimson 



* The legeod of this saint assures us that she was swal- 
lowed alive bj the evil one under the form of a dragon, and 
that while in bis stomach she niade the sign of the crosa, 
and " jsaued out all whole and sound." There is a painting 
b; Ba&elle of this event, in which the saint is represented 
with her foot on the head of a gigantic dragon, and holding 
a pahn branch. 

t In the reign of Edward IV the colour of the gown or 
surcoatof the knights of the garter was changed from blue 
to purple, and it was embroidered all over with blue garters. 
'She hood was similarly decorated. 
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velvet with flowers of gold, for the lady." In 
1556, "a gown of orimBon velvet, pirled with 
gold," wae bought for the Geoi^e. In 1558, it 
was ordered "that ther shall be neyther George 
nor Mai^^t, but for pastime the dragon to come 
in and shew himeelf, as in other yeres." 

When the company dissolved iteelf in 1731, 
the inventory of their goods contains the follow- 
ing items connected with their pageants, and the 
valne set on them. — 

M. I. *. 
"One l&rge silver-headed staff, with ihe 
effigies of Bt. Qeorge, on horeebsck, 
tnunpling the dragon under hig feet - 5 5 
One new dragon, conuuonl; called snap- 

dragoii - - - - - 3 3 

Two gtandajfdg, one of St. Qeorge and the 

I>ragoQ,andtheothertheEiiglisheoloim 110 
Four Baaheg for tbe gtandard-bearerg - 10 6 
Two habits for the standard-bearers - 2 2 

Five habits for the wiflera - - 2 12 6 

Two habits, one for the club-bearer, another 
for his man, who aie now called /m>^ - 10 6 

The club-bearers and whifBers were always seen 
in the London pageants, their duty being to clear the 
way ; and the Norwich corporation retiuned their 
wbifflers to the last. The frontispiece to the first 
part of my "Lord Mayors' Pageants'" represents 
the London civic whiffler of the time of Charles 1} 
and here we have the last of his race, as he ap- 
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peared at Norwich, previous to the operation of 
the Beform Bill in 1832. HU costume is curious. 



and had been handed down from the age of theTu- 
dors ; it consisted of white Btockings, gartered below 
the kneei with crimson ribbons, capacious trunk 
breeches of blue pluah, a doublet of white cotton, 
with fiill sleeves, trimmed with light-blue ribbon, 
and ornamented with gilt buttons ; a hat made of 
crimson cloth, and edged with white ribbon, hav- 
ing a large blue bow and white feather ; his shoes 
were decorated with lai^e white rosettes. There 
were four whi£9ers employed, and each held a 
sword, broad, and short in the blade, but having a 
long handle grasped by both hands ; it was blunt 



n,oii,7=rir, Google 



at the point, and without edge ; and with this harm- 
leae, but dexterously flourished weapon, which they 
frequently threw up into tlie lur and caught in its 
descent with unerring precision, (like the Norman 
Tiullefer at the battle of Hastings), they contrived, 
by a sort of half leaping, half pirouetting move- 
ment, without hurting any one, to make all by- 
standers cautious bow tliey came within reach of 
their varied evolutions, and thna effectually did 
the business of pioneering for the cavalcade ; tiiey 
being, like the heralds of ancient Rome, held 
sacred from personal insult or violence, which not 
even the lowest of the populace ever attempted." 
Next these men, and at the head of the proces- 
sion, appeared the dragon, familiarly known as 
tnap. The universal popularity of the dragon in 
public shows, and on great festivities, has been 
frequently noted, both here, and on the Continent ; 
I am glad to be enabled, throiigh the kindness of 
S. W. Stevenson, Esq. of Norwich, to give " the 
true pourtraicture and effigies" of the last of ths 
Dragons, as he figured in that town ; the more so. 



* The office had been held in the iamily of the htst of 
the irhiffleTB, William Dewing, for more than two centuries ; 
and mention is made in Kemp's " Nine Days' Wonder" of 
their being employed when he danced into Norwich in 1599. 
A colotued print of this nhiffler wa8pubUehedinl841,bj R. 
Muakett, of Norwich, from which our cut is copied. 
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as I had been ioformed, on a visit to Norwicli 
three years ago, diat he had fiJlen into total decay. 



The body of this monster was formed of light 
materials, being comiiosed of canvas stretched 
over a framework of wood ; the outside was painted 
of a sea-green colour, with ^It scales, picked out 
with red. The body was five feet in length, and 
was sometimes used to secrete wine abstracted 
from the mayor's cellars. The neck was capable 
of elongation, (measuring three feet and a half 
when extended), was supported by springs attached 
to the body, and was capable of being turned in 
any direction at the will of the bearer. From 
between the ears the whole outer extremity of 
the back was surmounted by a sort of mane, of 
crimson colour, tied in fantastic knots around the 
juncture of the enormous tail, which extended 
about five feet, curling at the further extremity, 
as exhibited in the cut {a). Between the wings 
was a small aperture for air, and beneath the body 
was hung a sort of petticoat to conceal the legs of 
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the bearer, whose feet were funiisbed with ki^e 
clftws. 



The dragon^s head had ite lower jaw furnished 
with a plate of iroa resembling a horse-shoe ; it 
was formerly garnished with enormous n^a, which 
produced a terrible clatter when the jaws met 
together. They were made to open and shut by 
means of strings, and the children amused them- 
selves by throwing halfpence into the gaping 
mouth, which turned to the right and lefl during 
the whole of the journey, noisily clashing ite jaws, 
from which Uie Dragon's popular name of snap 
was probably derived. 

The procession did not possess any other p^culioi^ 
feature of antique show. 

Walker, in a short historical essay on the Irish 
stage, published in the TranBactions of the Boyal 
Irish Academy, voL ii. 1788, gives the following 
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extract from the MS. of fiobert Ware, which 
showB that the Irish companies or giulds, had 
each their peculiar mysteries and moralities, like 
those of Chester and Coventry. — " Thomas Fitz- 
Gerald, Earl of Kildare, and Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland in the year 1528, was invited to a new 
play every day in Chnstmaa, Arland Usher being 
then mayor, and Francis Herbert and John Squire 
bayliffs, wherein the taylors acted the part of 
Adam and Eve ; the shoemakers represented the 
story of Crispin and Crispianus ; the vintners 
acted Bacchus and his story ; the carpenters that of 
Joseph and Mary ; Vulcan, and what related to 
him, was acted by the smiths ; and the comedy of 
Ceres,, the goddess of com, was acted by the 
bakers. Their ai»ge was erected on Hoggin-green, 
(now called College-green), and on it the priors of 
St. John of Jerusalem, of the Blessed Trinity, 
and of All-hallows, caused two plays to be acted, 
the one representing the Passion of our Saviour, 
and the other the several deaths which the apos- 
tles suffered." In 1557, the '" Six Worthies was 
played by the city ;" and the Chain-Book of Dub- 
lin, also quoted, furnishes the following notices of 
dresses, &c., supplied by the city for these shows, 
and in which St. George and the dragon figure 
most conspicuously.— 

" It was ordered in maintenance of the pageuit 
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of St. Gieorge, tbat the mayor of the foregoing 
year should find the emperor and empress, wiUi 
their tnun and followers, well apparelled and 
accoutered ; that is to say, the emperor attended 
with two doctors, and the empress with two 
knights, and two maidens richly apparelled to bear 
up the train of her gown. Item, 2ndly, the 
mayor for the time being was to find St Geoi^ 
a horse, and the wardens to pay 3s. 4id. for hia 
wages that day: the btulifis for the time being 
were to find four horses, witli men mounted on 
them, well apparelled, to bear the pole-aze, the 
Btaadard, and the several swords of the emperor 
and St Oeot^ Item, Srdly, the elder master of 
the guild was to find a muden well attired to lead 
the dragon, and the clerk of the market was to 
find a golden line for the dragon. Item, 4thly, 
the elder warden was to find St. George four 
trumpets, b^it St George himself was to pay their 
w^es. Item, 5thly, the younger warden was 
obliged to find the King of Dele, and the Queen 
of Dele, as also two knights to lead the Queen of 
Dele, and two m^dens to bear the train of her 
gown, all being entirely clad in black appareL 
Moreorer, he was to cause St. George's Chapel to 
be well hung in black, and completely apparelled 
to every purpose, and was to provide it with 
(nishions, rushes, and other necessaries for the fes- 
tivity of the day." 
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The record proceeds : — " No lesa waa the pre- 
paration of pt^eants for the proceaeioD of Corpus 
Christi-day, on which the glovers were to repre- 
sent Adam and Eve, with an angel bearing a sword 
before them. The corrisees, (perhaps curriers), 
were to represent Cain and Abel, with an altar and 
their ofiering. The Mariners and Vmtuers, Noah, 
and the persons in his ark, apparelled in the habits 
of carpenters and salmon-takers. The weavers 
personated Abraham and Isaac, with their offering 
and altar. The smiths represented Pharaoh, with 
his host. The skinners the camel with the chil- 
dren of Israel. The goldsmiths were to 6nd the 
King of Cullen. The hoopers were to find the 
shepherds, with an angel singing Gloria in excelsie 
Deo. Corpus Chiieti guild was to find Christ is 
his passion, with the Marys and angels. The 
taylors were to find Pilate, with his fellowship, 
and his wife cloathed accordingly. The barbers, 
Anna and Ciuaphas. The fishers, the apostles. 
The merchants, the prophets ; and the butchers 
the tormentors." All these pi^eants moved in 
solemn procession to St. George's Chapel, the 
scene of their dramatic exhibitions, which stood 
formerly in St. George's Street, Sonth," not a 

* It is mentioDed in Holhuhed'a Chronicle as "of late 
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trace of it now remains, but the memory of these 
pi^eante continued to be preserved in The Fran- 
chise! that were rode triennially in Dublin till the 
year 1772, when they were abolished by the lord 
mayor's proclamation." 

This perambulation "of the liberties and fran- 
chises of the city of Dublin" took place in August, 
each trade or guild being dedicated to some sunt, 
and marching in the following order: — I, mer- 
chants, or Holy Trinity guild ; 2, taylors, or guild 
of St. John Uie Baptist ; 3, smiths, or guild of 
St. Loy ; 4, barbers, or guild of St. Mary Mag- 
dalen ; 5, bakers, or guild of St. Anne ; 6, batch- 
ers, or guild of the Vii^in Mary ; 7, carpenters, 
millers, masons, healers, turnei^, and plumbers of 
the fraternity of the Blessed Virgin, and house of 
St. Thomas; 8, shoemakers, or guild of St. 
Michael Archangel ; 9, sadlers, upholders, coach 
and harness makers, or guild of the Blessed Vir- 
gin; 10, cooks, or guild of St. James Apostle; 
11, tanners; 12, tallow-chandlers, or guild of St. 
Geoi^ ; 13, glovers and skinners, or guild of St. 
Mary ; 14, weavers, or guild of St Philip and 
James ; 15, sheer-men and dyers, or guild of St. 
Nicholas; 16, goldsmiths, or guild of AU-Saints; 
17, coopers, or guild of St. Patrick ; 18, hatters ; 
19, printers, punters, cutlers, etmners, and sta- 
tioners, or guild of St. Luke, the Evangelist ; 20, 
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bricklayers and plasterers, or guild of St. Bartho- 
lomew ; 21, holers, or guild of St. George; 22, 
curriers; 23, brCTrers and maltsters, or guild of St. 
Andrew ; 24, joiners, ceilers, and wainscotters ; 
26, apothecaricB, or guild of St Luke. All these 
bodies were distinguished by their peculiar colours, 
and a broadside was published regularly, descrip- 
tive of their proceedings, in which the following 
" poem'" always appears, and which is remarkable 
for its gnutdiloquent opening, and satirical close. 
It is printed from a copy dated 1762, in the col- 
lection of T. Croiton Croker, Esq. 
Thod mighty Sol, no» in the east ascend, 
Thj beuus diaplaj and all th; glories lend; 
Now mount thy chariot, drive each cloud away, 
And bright Aurora usher in this day- 
Next Neptune, god and ruler of the main, 
Iiet not the clouds exhale one drop of rain; 
Then will each hero at the night's approach 
Come home with dry cockades without a coach. 

And now the glorious cavalcade's begun. 
Ye muses open all your Hellicon, 
Inspire my yerees, and BSsist my song, 
While I relate bow each troop moves along. 

The city Prsetor, mounted on a steed, 
With ribbons dreat, leads on the cavalcade: 
Before hia Lordship, with a solemn grace, 
They bear the sword of justice and the mace; 
His gown of richest scarlet, in his hand 
Majestical he holds the powerful wand. 
In awful pomp and state, on either side, 
The city Sheriffs in like triumph ride, 
Attended by a baod whose gripping paw. 
Poor debtors dread and keeps them still in awe. 
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Next march the Qaild who plow the froth; main, 

In depth of winter, for the hopes of gaio. 
To distant cluues our beef and wool conve;, 
And barter wholesome food for «ilk and tea; 
Fearless of rocks the; seek the unknown shore, 
And bring from thence the glitt'riug tempting ote. 

The cross-legg'd Taylors next in order go. 
Who b; their arts trim others for this show. 
All other arts acbnonledga and confess, 
They're grac'd by them in every gaudy dress; 
As well the peasant as the clinging b^u, 
Must from the tailor to fiur Silvia go; 
No wonder then, those tailors march so gaj, 
Since from all others thus they bear the sway. 

Next march the Bmiths, men bravely us'd to fire, 
Without whose aid all arts must soon eipirei 
Before them, clad in annour in his pride, 
A brawny Tulcan doth in triumph ride. 

Nest conies the Barbers, who can soon repair 
Nature's defects, and 'fend the bald with hair, 
Suit all complexions, and with little pains, 
Supply the skull with wig that lacketh brains. 

Next comes the well-bred men who know the way 
To please the ladies in Uuir bread at tea, 
And with their white, their wheaten and their brown, 
Can please the palate of the lord or clown. 

Next march the Butchers, men inur'd to toil, 
Their brawny limbs like champions shine with oil; 
Murder and slaughter, knocking in the head. 
Are their delight, the trade to which they're bred. 

Next march the Carpenters, whose aims can rend 
The lofty pines and make proud elms to bend. 

Next do the Shoe-makers in order go, 
And their dragoons do make a stately shew, 
Since the wide hoop exposes to the view 
The well shap'd leg, silk stocking, red heel'd shoe. 

Next march the Sadleis, glorious to behold, 
On ipritely beasts, their saddles shine with gold; 



-,,<.- 7=rir, Google 



A warlike steed most proudly voUu before, 
Bichlj AttiT'd, led by a black-ft-mooT. 

Next march the Cooks, who study daj and uight 
With costly fare to please tie appetite; 
With these the Yintnera ride; did they refine 
Ab mudi as they adiilter&te the wine. 
Then every muse [their praise] would gladly Bound, 
And with what pleasure every glass go round! 

Next march the Tanners, fam'd in days of yore 
For tanning hides for shields which heroes bore. 
Who has not heard of Ajax's seTen-fold shield, 
Which Deither to the sword nor spear would yield t 
And won't you as much admire, as much adore. 
The tanner's hand, as his the buckler bore. 

Next march tiie Tallow-chandlers, who expel 
With cheerful lights, shades from the darkest cell; 
Enthusiasts of inward light may boast, 
But these axe they, illuminate tiie most. 

Next march the Glovers, who with nicest caie, 
Provide white kid for the new married pair; 
Or nicely stitch the lemon-colour'd glove. 
For hand of beau to go and see his love. 

The Weavers next in order proudly ride. 
Who with great skill the nimble shuttle glide, 
Pity such art should meet witii small reward, 
But what art, now-a-days, does meet regard 1 

Shearmen and Dyers next in order come. 
Men who depend entirely on the loom, 
The Weaver finds employment for ^em both. 
One gives the colour, 'tother refines the cloth. 

Next march the Goldsmiths, who can form and mould 
In sundry shapes and forms the ductile gold. 
Men call them traytors, rebels, and what not, 
Nor King nor Queen they spare, all goes to pot. 
Nor pity meets; in the devouring fire, 
Monarchs and chamber pots and lings expire. 

Then comes the jolly Coopers, who confine 
In casks well bound with hoops the sparkling wine. 
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Next march the Hatters, oace a gunful trade, 
When men wore finest beaTsrs on ttetr head ; 
But noiT lest weight of that the curl should barm 
Beaux strut along with bearer under arm. 

Next Printers, Stationers, Cutlers, Painters appear. 
Three men in shields their aimB before them bear, 
And printing-press to shew that art so rare. 

Next march the Bricklayers, b; whose hands arise 
Hibemia's towers, whose top solutes the skies. 

The, Stocking-weavers next in order come. 
Who form the scarlet stocking in the loom, 
With clock of gold or silTer nicelj wrought; 
Each step fait Chloe takes, a lover's caught 

Next suu'ch the Curriers, who bodi cut and pare 
The hjdea for Saddlers or Shoe-maker. 

The Brewers next well mounted doth appear, 
These are the men brew humming ale and beer. 

The skilful Joiners next in order come. 
Whose chairs and tables furnish out the room; 
A man in white precedes the gallant train, 
Whose ample shoulders a huge pole sustain. 

See! where the proud Apothecaries drive. 
Who most by fraud and impositions thriya. 
Whose monstrous bills immoderate wealth procure. 
For drugs that kill as many as they cure, 
Well are they plac'd the last of all the rout. 
Sot they're the men we best could live without. 

In order thus they ride the city round, 
Tiew all the limits, and obserre each bound, 
Then homeward steer their course without delay. 
And fall to drink, the business of the day, 
Next morning send their horse and 'coutrements away. 



The ensuing collection of songs contains speci- 
mens by most of tbe city poets laurente ; the 
entire list comprises the niunes of George Pecle, 



n,oii,7=rir, Google 



AnthoDy Munday, Thomas Dekk^, Thomas 
MiddletoD, John Squire, John Webster, Thomas 
Heywood, John Taylor, Kdmund Clayton, Tho- 
mas Brewer, (?) John Tatham, Thomas Jordan, 
Matthew Taubman, and Elkanah Settle. No songs 
appear in the pageants of many of these writers, 
and solitary specimens are all that can be found 
by others. Thomas Jordan was the most prolific 
in this way, and some of hb songs are extremely 
good. A specimen by Settle, the last of his tribe, 
concludes the Collection ; and it is curious that 
one of our latest notices of him records the fact 
of his enacting a dragon in Bartholomew fiur ; — a 
nondescript creature that so universally figured 
in the pageants, both English and foreign. 
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THE CIVIC GARLAND. 



THE WHITE FALCOH. 

Fbom "Verses and Diciee made at the ooroDatioa of Qaeene 
Anne Boleyn," Boj'il MS. IS, a. uav, which were "devised 
uid made parlely bj John LeUnd, and parCely by Nicholae 
UTedale," or Udoll, (ladniied trdatlua throoghout this MS.) 
who has acbieved extra celebrity SB the anthor of the fine 
English comedy, " Ralph Roiater Doist«r," which was probably 
written abont the same time aa these pageant verses, as Mr. 
Collier imagines it to be " the production of comparadre youth." 
Udall was bom as early as 1506, admitted scholar of Corpus 
ChrisCi College, Oxford, the 18th of Juoe 1520, and died 
" aFter 1S64," according to Mr. Collier, (Hist, of Stage, vol 3, 
p.>445), having first been master of Eton, and afterwards of 
Westminster schools. His severity to his scholars has been 
noted by Roger Ascham, who says, in the prebce to his " Scheie- 
master," that divers of the scholars of Eton ran away from 
thence for fear of him. Thomas Tnsser, the author of the 
"Five Bondred Pointes of good Hnsbandrie," was one of his 
pnpls, and thus alludes to the usage he received at bis hands; — . 
" From Paulei I went, to Eston hdI, 

To leame ntreightwaiea, the Latin phraies, 

Where flftie.lhrEB stripes given (o met. 



le to pu, thiu beat I tu. 
dall, see, Ibe meccie of thee 
la me poOM lad.'— (Edit ISSO). 
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2 THE CIVIC GARLAND. 

The aoag here priDted wu nu^ at the end of the ptgMnt 
repTesenliiig Saint Anne, (the qneen's patron laint), uid Hu; 
Geophai with her foar ohildreD. One of them made s goodly 
oration to the Qoeeo of the fniitfulnease of Saint Anne, and her 
^neraUon, trusting that the like fruit Bbould come of her. 
(Ball's ChTomcIe). "This spoken, opened a cloud, and leatt 
down a white falcon, in the descoiding of whiehe was pronounced 
by another child aa fblloweth; — 

« B«bold and we (lie Falcon while. 
How ibe bflgjoneth bir wings to Rpred, 
And (or oni connnlcBie to taks hir flighl, 
But where woll ihfl Hase afl jon doo red ? 
A rare aighl, and yatt to bee jojed. 
On tbe rou, eliiefe flours tbU erer wu, 
Tkit bird to light, Okat aH birdi dotbe paue." 

He while falcon wia the badge of Anne Bolejn, (See Wil- 
lement'8 " Begai HeKlthy,") where it is engraved. The nwe 
upon which the fidcon lights being Henry the Eighth, who 
bore the flattering legend on his coins of "Rosa sine spina," 
anda balladon his expedition to France in 1S13 has the wcrda — 
■• The roH will into Tn-WBia ipring, 
Almjthj God hjm thyder brjng. 
Aod tar* tbls flowr wMch ii oar liyng, 
Thjt TOM. thjg TOM, lUi Rjall Boae." 

The apeeoh being delivered, "at the departing of the Qaeene's 
mid Grace was songen this balad following: — 

This white Falcon 

Rare and gaieon, , 

This bird shyneth ao bright, 

Of all that ar 

No bird compare 
Maye with this Falcon whight. 



The Tertuea all 

ETo man mortall 

Of this bird may write; 
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THE CIVIC GARLAND. 
Noo man earthely 
Ynough truely 
Can preaae this Falcon whight. 

Wto woll expresae 

Gret gentflnes 
Too be in any wight. 

He woll not mys 

But call hym this. 
The gentil Falcon whight; 

This gentill burd, 

As white as "curd, 
Shyneti bothe daye and night; 

Nor farre ne nere 

Is any pere 
Unto thia Falcon white. 

Of bodie small, 

Of power regall, 
She is, and sharpe of sight j 

Of courage hault^ 

Noo manner faulte 
Is in this Falcon whight. 

IJi chaatitee 

Eicedeth shee, 
Moste like a virgin bright. 

And worthie is 

To live in blisse 
Alwayes thia falcon whight. 
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But now to take 

And use hir make. 
Is tyme, aa trauthe is plig;bt^ 

That she maj bring 

Frute according 
For such a Falcon whight. 

And where by wrong 

She bathe fleen long, 
Uncertain where to light, 

Hir self repose 

Upon the rose, 
Now maye this Falcon whight. 

Wheron to rest, 

And build hir nest, 
God graunte hir moste of might; 

That England m&je 

Rejoyce alwaye 
In this same Falcon whight.* 



SONG IN PRAISE OF AHHE BOLBrK. 
This SkelMnical " biltd," >!so bjUdallfUHlsuiigapotithemine 
occauoD Si iba Ust, cune in at the end of the pageant called 
" The Jadgment of Puis," and which i^ thin dracribed in the MS. 

* The entire of tbeae Tersea bare been rapriuted in the fint 
volmoe of Nichols's "Progressee of Qaeen Elizabeth," (first 
edition, 1788), but the stanzas are tlm« printed in four lines 
only, the four shorter lines being printed as two. It is here giren 
as it sbwds in the original HS. 
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THE CIVIC OAKLAND. 5 

"At the title conndoile in Chepe dd wu exhibited the Jnge- 
mente of Paris, In muier ind foorme fblowint;: — 

* JTervune. Jopjriter, Qub apis nnlo ths bith «nit, 

CrannuuDduig in thii caoie lo gere trun juganmit. 

Parity Jopfater n Btnangn office hath g»Tfln pie, 

To juga whicbe is faiieat of tfaeu ladi« three. 
Jumfi. AH liehea and kingdomefl bee at m j behest ; 

Oira me tbe aple, and thou aljalt hare the beat. 

Falbu. A4juge it to me, and for b Ungdome 

I abaU gere the incomparable wiudome. 

Yema. I^elern me, and 1 ahall rewarde the, Paria, 
With the taimt ladie that on the erthe ia. 

Parit. I ahonld breko Juppitcr'a high ocmmaubdemtnt, 
If 1 ahould tm mede oi rewude geie jqgement. 
Tbsfbre, ladia Venus. befoTe both tbesa twain, 
Your beanlie mpcbe eiceding, b? mj Hutenco 
Shall win Hud have Ibig ^le. Yet to bee plain. 
Hen ia the fimeifhe ladle, now in preHoce, 
Moste wortbie to bare it of due oongruence. 
As perelea in richei. wit, and beautee, 
'Whicbe ai bai sundrie tjueliieei ia jou tfatee. 
Bnt fbr hir woithjnea Ihia aple of gold 
It to ayniple a rewarde a Ibonsaiid Ibid.' 

Hall tell* QB, in the acoonat of this day's proceeding, that 
HercDTj presented to the Queen a b&il of gold, divided ; ugnify- 
ing the three gi^i which the goddesses ga>e her — wisdom, 
riches, and felicity ; but from the last verse of this ballad, Venni 
appears to hare received the ball, and the Queen waB consoled by 
a Tery high-down compliment. 



QuEHE Anne so gent. 
Of high deacent, 
Anne excellent 

In noblenes, 
Of ladies aU 
You principall, 
Shonld win this ball 

Of wortb^nes. 
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Passing beautie 
And cbastitee, 
With high degrecj 

And gret riches; 
Soo coopled bee 
In onytee, 
That chief ar yee 

In worthyneB. 

When Juppiter 
His messager 
Sent doun hither. 

He knewe certes. 
That you Tictrice 
Of all ladies, 
Should have the price 

Of worthynes, 

And wise Paris, 
Made juge in this, 
Anon I wys, 

Moste high Princesse, 
Well undirstoed 
Your vertues good, 
Your noble blood. 

And woorthynea. 

Your dignitee 
When he gan see, 
Thd ladies three, 

Queene Anne pereles, 
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He bead geve place 
Unto your Grac^ 
As mete it was 
In worthynes. 

The golden ball. 
Of price but email. 
Have Yeuus shall, 

Hie fair goddesse; 
Because it was 
To lowe and bace 
For your good grace 

And worthynes. 



SONG TO KING EDWARD VI. 
This gang; was sung at the Conduit in Combill, when King 
Edward VI passed through London from the Towor to West- 
toinster, Sitiirday, febriurj 19Ch, 1S16-7, prepar&Corf to his 
coronation thedaj after. It has bean preserved by Lelsndin his 
"Collectanea," voL 4, where it w»h printed "from ■ MS. for- 
merly beloi^ng to William Le Neve, (Norroj.)" It baa been 
reprinted in Nichols's 'London Fsgeants,' Svo., London, 1831, 
p. 49, who conuders it " wattb; of particular attention, at it 
embraces moat of the sentimenta of the modem ■ God save Che 
Kii^,' although not noticed hy the several writers who hare 
investigated the history of that national anthem." He adds, 
" As the arrangement of the linaa in the ' Collectanea' is very 
obscure, aome slight transposition has been attempted ; but b j no 
means with confidence that the song is thus restored to its 
original form." I have adopted Mr. Nichok's reading, as it is 
impoadble to tnake sense of the song as it stands in the pages of 
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King Kdward, King Edward, 
God aave King Edward, 
God. save King Edward, 

King Edward the Sixth ! 
To have the aword, 
Hie subjects to defend, 

His enemies to put donn. 
According to right, in every townej 

And long to continue 

In grace and vertoe, 

Unto God's pleasure 

His Commons to rejoice I 
Whom we ought to honour, to loye, and to dread 

As our most noble King 

And Soverwgne Lord, [Supreame Head ; 

Next under Gtod, of England and Ireland " 

Whom God hath chosen 

By his mercy so good. 
Good Lord! in Heaven to Thee we sing. 
Grant our noble King to reigne and springe, 

From age to ^« 

Like Solomon the sage, 
Whom God preserve in peace and warre, 
And safely keep him from aU danger. 



"A BALLET OP TDE KINGS MAJESTY" (EDW. TI.) 

This waa sung upon tbe same occasion is the foTCgoiiig, at the 
Liltle Conduit in Cheapside, where a pageant nas prepared, to 
unnae the joungking, in nhich King Edward the Confessor uid 
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Su Oeot^ were the principal cbarRcters ; (be latter was to hftve 
made a speecb, and a ohUd " an oration in Latin," but " tor lacb 
of time it could not be done, bia Grace made auch speed ; how- 
beit there was a song," which was the one here reprinted. It has 
been given in Nichols's "London Pageaata," who says of it that 
" it haa more merit than most of the poetrj emplojed on this 
occaaioD, and is sufficiently well written to have deserved popu- 
larity, if it did not obl^ it" 



Sivo Edward up springeth from pnerilitie, 
And towards us bringeth J07 and traoquillitjj 
Our hearts may be light, and merry oure cheere. 
He shall be of snch might that all the world may him feare. 
Sing up, bearti sing up, heart; eing no more down. 
But joy in King Edward that weareth the crown 1" 

His father, late oar Boveraigne, each day and also hoiire, 
That injt^ be might reigne,likeaprinceinbigh power. 
By sea and land, hath provided for him eke, 
That never Eing of England had ever the like. 
Sing Tip, heart, &c. 

He hath gotten already Bullen that goodly towne, 
And biddeth eing speedily up and downe, 
When be waxeth weight, and to manhood doth spring, 
He shall be without failof foure realmes the King. 
Sing up, heart, &c. 

Tee, children of England, for the honor of the same, 
Take bow and shaft in hand, learn sbewtage to frame,* 

* The decay of archery in England was looked on as a serious 
eri], the pride and strength of our early armies being their bow- 
men. The practice of shooting was oonseqaently enforced by 
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Thftt yon another day may bo do your parts 
As to serve your King as well with hands as with hearts. 
Sing up, heart, &g. 



ordjiumoea from most of onr sovereigns, mnd putioulu'ly when 
flre-uiDB hftd rendered this ecrlj form of defenoe oompiratiTely 
vonblew i Henrj YUI paused three seTeral acts for promotJng 
the pnotise of the long bow, one prohibiting the use of cnns- 
bom and huid-giiiis ; mother prohibiting sll games in the open 
Relda that wonld tend to prevent archery i and a third obliging 
all men who were the king's aabjects to exennse themselTes with 
the long bow, and also to keep a bow and arrows oontinuallj in 
th^ housea. Only men who were sixty years of age were 
exempt, hut all younger were compelled to practise, and all 
fathers and gnardiaUB were ei^<dned to teach all male chiUren 
who had arrived at saren years of age the nae of the bow. 
Masters were ordered to find bows for apprentices, and to compel 
them to lesm to shoot with them open holidays, and at erery 
oilier convenient time. By virtue of the same act, every man' 
who kept a croie-bow in his house was liable to a peoal^ of ten 
pounds. (Stmtt's Bporta.) The decay of archery in England is 
lamented by Hotinshed, but most by Bishop Latimer, who, in 
his sixth sermon, says, " the arte of sbutynge hath been in limes 
past much esteemed in this realme ; it is a gyft of Ood, that he 
hath given us to eicell all other nacioDs wythall. It hath bene 
Ooddes instramente, whereby be hath given ns manye victorieii 
agaynste onre enemies. A wonderous thynge, that so e^islwmte 
a gyft of GrOd shonlde be so IjMle esteemed. I desire you, my 
lordes, even as yoa love hoitoure, and glorye of Ood, and intende 
to remove his indignacion, let there be sent fourth a proclaina- 
cion, some sharpe proclamscion, to the iustices of the peaoe, for 
they do not theyr dutie ; charge them upon their allegiance, that 
thys singular benefit of Qod may be practised." To judge from 
the Jouroal of Edward VI in the British Museum, this young 
kiog appesTB to hsve been fond of archery. (Meyrick's Critical 
Inquiry into Aaoient Arms and Armour.) 
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Tee children that ftre towards, sing up and downe; 
And never pla^ the cowards to him that weareth the 

crown. 
But alway bee yon eure his pleaettre to fulfil, 
Then shall you keep right sure, the honour of England 

still. 

Sing up, heart, &c. 



THE SONG OF TROYNOVANT. 

This pradDolJon of Thomas Dekker was sung on the paastge of 
King James I through London, to his coronation, March 1603-4, 
by " two boyee, choristera of Paules." at the conclusion of a 
pageant emblemadc of the benefits derived from (lie aocesaion of 
James. It was aung, we are told, '* to a loode and excellant 
mudcke, composed of liolins, and another rare artificiall instm- 
meat, wherein, besides sundrle sererall sounds eSused all at one 
Ume, were also senubly distinguisbt the chirpings of birds." 
For some remarks on (he namo Troynorant, as applied to London, 
see the notes to my " Lon] Mayors' Fageants," Fart IL 



Trotkovant 18 now no more a dtle; 
great pittie! is't not a pittie? 

And yet her towers on tiptoe stand. 

Like pageants huilt on fairie land. 
And her marble armes. 
Like to magicke charmes, 

Binde thousands faste unto her. 

That for her wealth and beauty daily wooe her, 
Yet for all this, is't not a pittie ? 
TroynoVant is now no more a citie. 
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Tn^ovant is now a sommer arbour, 

Or the neet wherein doth harbour 
The Eagle, of sU birds that flie 
The souveraigne, for hia peircing eie. 
If you wisely marke, 
'Tis besides a parke. 
Where runnes (being newly borne) 
With the fierce Lyon, the faire Unicomej* 

Or else it is a wedding hall. 

Where foure great kingdomes holde a festivall. 

Troynovant is now a bridall chamber. 
Whose roofe is gold, fioore is of amber. 

By vertue of that holy light 

That burns in Hymens hand, more bright 
Than the silver moone. 
Or the torch of noone. 

Harke, what the ecchoes say I 

Brittaine till now ne're kept a holiday! 
For Jore dwels heere; and 'tis no pittie. 
If Troynovant be now no more a cittie-f 



* This alludes to the supportcra of the rojal htum, then 
" newl; bome," but nhich h&ve continued the same to the pre- 
sent daj. (Nate bj NichoU in hia " Frogreases of James L") 

f Defeker follows his song by thia somewhit curious apo- 
logy; — "nor let the scroe of any wresUng comment upon these 

" TroyoDTSnl in uow no mois g, dtto" 
enforce the authors invention away fVom his owne cleare, atrught, 
and bsnnlcsae meaninge ; all the scope of this tiotion atretchiug 
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SONG IN PRAISB OF SIR THOMAS MIDDLETON. 
From tbe ■nayonltj' pigmot of 1SI3, bj Thomis MlddlMou 

the city poeC. It is sung on the mayor'B firat &pp«truice, and 
is thiu introduced in tbe punpblet descriptiTe of the day'l 
-proceeding! : — " At Soper-kne eod a senate house (is) erected, 
npon which maBiliuia git pl&ying; and more to quicken time, 
a sweet Tojce (is) married to these wordes." London, " who is 
attired like a reTerend mother," is the pereon addressed in the song. 

MoTHXS of manj honorable sonnes, 
lliiuke not the glasse too elowly runnes. 
That in Time's hand is set. 
Because thy worthy sonne appeares not yet: 
Lady be pleased, the hower growes on. 
Thy joy will be compleate anon; 



onely to this point, that London, to do honour to this day, 
wheria springs up all her happinasa, being ranshed with unut' 
twable joyes, makes no account for the present of her ancient 
title to be called a dttie, because that, daring these tri- 
umphs, she puts off her formal hi^t of trade and commerce, 
treading even thrift itself nnder foote, but now becomes a 
reveller and a conrtier. So that albeit in the end of the first 

" Tet for sll tUs, ii'l not a [sHie, 
TTDjaaienl is now od more a ciltie ?" 
" By a figure called Gutigatin, or the mender, heere followes 
presently a reproofs ( wherein tytles of sommer arbor, the eagle's 
nest; a wedding hall, &c are tbrowne npon her, the least of them 
being at this time, by Tertne of poedcall heraldrye, but especial- 
lie in regard of the state that now upholds her, thought to be 
names of more honour than her owne. And this short apolr^e 
doth our Terse make for itselfe, in regard that some, to whose 
settled Judgment and authoritie the censure of these devices was 
referred, brought, though not bitterly, the life of these lines into 
question." 
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Thou Bhalt heboid 

The man enroll'd 
In honour's bookes, whom vertue nusei; 

Iiore-circled round, 

His triomphs crown'd. 
With all good wishes, prajere, and praisea. 

What greater comfort to a mother's heart, 

Than to behold her eonnes deBcrt ; 

Goe band in hand with love, 

Bespect, and honor, blessings from abovel 

It is of power all greefes to kill, 

And with a flood of J07 to fill 

Thf aged ejes. 

To see him rise. 
With glory deck'd, where expectation, 

Grace, truth and fame, 

Met in his name. 
Attends his honor's confirmation.* 



" THE 80HG OF ROBIH HOOD AND HIS 

HUSTBSMEN." 

Fhox Aathon; Moodkj's pageant for 161S, entitled, " Uetro- 

polu Coronsti, the Thumpbee of Ancient Drapary." Mimda; 



* This pageant bu been reprinted in Nichols's " Progreeses 
of Kin;; Junes I," bat, es the Rer. A, Dyce notioes in his edition 
of Middleton'a works, the second staou of tbU aaag is omitted 
Rltf^ther. In the old edition it ia ^len at the end of the 
pugeuit, witb tbe mnsioal notes to wbicb it was snng. 
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wu k populw ballad writer, and tlie taaj flow of th« Tenu or 
tbia Bong denote a, hind well practised in this epecies of compo- 
sition. Some account of this autbor will be fonndin my "Lord 
Mayors' Pageants," Fart I, p. 31, note. 



Now weod we ti^ther, mj meTry men all, 

Unto the forrest side-a; 
And there to strike a buck or & doe, 

Let our cnnning all be tried-a. 

Then goe we merrily, merrily, on, 

To the green-wood to take up our stand, 

Where we will lye in waite for our game, 
With ODF bent bowes in our hand. 



What life is there like to Robin Hood? 

It is BO pleasant a thiug-a; 
In merry Sbirwood he epends his dayes 

As pleasantly as a king-a. 

No man may compare with Bobin Hood, 
With Robin Hood, Scatblocke, and John; 

Their like was never, nor never will be. 
If in case that they were gone. 

They wiH not away from merry Sbirwood, 

In any place else to dwell, 
For there is neither eity nor towne 

That likes them halfe so well- 
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Our lives are wholly given to hnnt, 
And haunt the merry groene-wood, 

Where oar beat service is daily spent 
For our master Robin Hood. 



THE SONG OF PEACE. 

Tbu songi by the city po«t, Thamu ICddleton, is extracted 
from bis "CiritAtia Amor, The Citie's Lore. An entertaine- 
meDt by water at Chelsey and Whitehall, at tbe ioyfbllTeceivii^ 
of that LlluBtrioua hope of Great Britaiae, the high aud mighty 
Charlea, lo be created Prince of Wales, Dake of Cornwall, 
Earie of Chester, Ac" Nut. 4lh, ISIS. On this occasion the 
mayor, aldermen, and several oompaniea of the City of London, 
*' were ready attending, iritb ■ great traine and costly entertain- 
ment, to receive hi» Highnesse at Ohelsie ; their barges richly 
decfat with banners, streamers, and en^gnes, and sundry sorts of 
lowd-sounding instruments, aptly placed amongst them." A 
personage figuring London, who is seated upon a sea-unicorn, 
attended by tritons, and accompanied by Neptune, the Thames, 
and the Dee, meet the prince near Chelsea, andafW the delivery 
of some complimentary verses, attend on him to Whitehall, where 
they are joined by Hope and Feace. The latWr personage 
" Mtting on a dolphin with her sacred quire," addresses the 
prince, (afterwards Charies I), in the following song. 



Welcome, oh welcome, spring of joy and peace! 
Bom to be hononr'd and to give encrease 
To those that waits upon thy graces; 
Behold the many thousand faces 
That make this amorous flood 
Looke like a moving wood, 
UsurptDg all her cristoll spaces; 
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'Mongal which the citU 's love is first. 

Whose expectations sacred thirst 

Nothing truely could allay, 

But such a prince and such a daj. 

Welcome, Oh welcome; all faire joyes attend thee! 

Glorie of life, to safety we commend thee! 

SONQ OF THE HnSES. 
FftOH Squire's Trymnfh of Ptaix, 1620. The Muses sppwr with 
Apollo in the aecand water pageant, colled Pematnu Motait, 
"This uxompanied the lord maior up to Westminster, wi^ 
variety of mnaique, nhere, while his honor wia taking the oath, 
it i-eturaed baoke, and met bim iu Paule's Chnreh-yard, where 
Eut«rpe and Terpsichore entertained him with this song." 

We muses of the pleasant hill, 

That bathe within the Thespian spring, 
That did direct the Grecians quill, 

Who of olde Peliua' sonne did sing. 
We that Amphion did inspire 

With admired straina and layes, 
And did infuae a sacred fire 

In both these to gaine the bayes. 
We Apolloee hand-mayds Nine, 

Come to meet thee on the way, 
That nnto thy honours shrine. 

We might dedicate this day; 
And this ditty na among. 

So curioualy shal wrest thy glory, 
That the envious 'mongst this throng 

Shall confease it merits story. 
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SONG IH PRAISE OF COUNTRY INNOCENCE. 

Fbom John T«thBin8 Lonimt Trympt, 1658. It wa« sung by 
the persons in the first pageant that d»y exhibited, which " re- 
presented the manaftctare of cloth-woAing." See flirfiwy of 
Lord Mavon' Pagtantt, Part I, p. 66, for the passage in T»tham> 
descriptive pamphlet which introduces this song. 



Who can boaat a happinesBe 
More securely safe than we : 

Since our hanuless thoughts we dress, 
In a pure simplicitie ; 

And chaate nature doth dispence. 
Here her beauties innocence. 

Envy is a stranger here ; 

Blest content our bowls doth crown : 
Let such slave themedves to fear. 

On whose guilt the judge doth frown : 
We from evill actions are 

Free, as uncorrupted ayro. 

With the turtles whisper love. 
With the birds do practice inirth : 

With our harmlees eheepe we move, 
And receive our food from earth: 

Nor doe we disdaine to be 

Cloth'd with the Lambs Liverie. 
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A DIAIOQUE BETWIXT TOM AND DICK, 
The furmera Countr^rmui. the other a Citizea. Presented to his 
Eicellencj and tbe Cooncill ot State at Drapers' Etdl, 
in London, March SStb, 1660. 
To the tone of r& tiettr hat Hut mart. 
Tbb period at which this dialogue was sang renders it of peculiar 
interest; and it ma; be looked on as an early rarival of the semi- 
dramatic entertunmenta that had beeo frowned down by tbe 
Puritans, and which were usDally exhibited on great occanons 
in tbe city. Its chief interest arisea from the fact of Monk not 
having mode bis real inteatioos public at this period; indeed, he 
coDldnued to wear the mask when it was no longer necessary i 
and it waa not until the first of the following May, when Sir 
John Granville brought despatches, and the decUration of Breda 
from Charles 11 to Monk, in the council of state, (and for which 
be was put under arrest for the sake of appearancea). that his 
teal meaning was known. He thus fully Bounded parliament, 
and felt the pulse of the nation, who at this time were thoroughly 
tired of the Protectorate, and hailed Monk as a deliverer. Tbe 
citisens were among tbe earliest to embrace the change, and the 
lord major and common conndl gave Granville £300, and named 
gome of their council to wait upon bia majealf . The dialogue 
here reprinted must have assured Monk, who acted throughout 
with the most consummate carefulness, of the safety of thecourse 
he had determinei! on taking; it was written by Thomas Jor- 
dan, who was made city-poet at tbe Bestoration,— (See the 
introduction to my reprint of his TViunipftt of Londm, 1678, 
Lord Magvrf Fagtmti, Part II), and is to be found in that very 
rare collection of political songs, Ratti rhimed to Death, or (Ac 
BuMpFarUoBieKlhaai^dvpitiSa 5Aaniife>, 1660, where it ia printed 
anonymously. 

Tom. Now would I give my life to see 

This wondroas man of might. 
Die*. Do'st see that jolly lad ? That's he ; 

I'le warrant liim he's right, 
Ther's a true Trojan in his face, 
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Observe him o're and o're. 

Dick. Gome, Tom, if ever George be base, ) 

, -1 ,. 11 r t'horua. 

Ne re trust good fellow more. J 

He's none of that fantastique brood 
That murther while fliey pray : 

That trasse and cheat us for our good, 
(All in a godly way.) 

He drinks no blood, and they no sack 
Into their gutta will poure. 

But if George does not the knack, i _ 

Ne're tmst good fellow more. I 

His quiet conscience needs no gnard, 
He's brave, but full of pitty. 
Tom. Yet, by your leave, he knock'd so hard, 
ffad like t' awak'd the city. 

Dick. Fool, 'twas the Bump that let 

The chains and gates it tore, 
ButifGeorgebeareanota true heart, | qj,™^- 
Ne're tmst good fellow more. ' 

Tarn. Tour city blades are cunning rooks, 
How rarely yon collogue him ? 
But when yonr gates flew off the hooks, 
You did as much he-rogue him. 
Dick.- Pugh ! Twas the Rump did onely feel 
The blowes the city bore: 
But if George be'nt as true as steel, > pv „, 
Ne're trust good fellow more. ) 
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Come, by this hand well crack a quart, 
Thonit pledge his health I trow. 
Tom. Tope, boj. — DUA. A lasty dish, jnj heart, 
Away w'ot — Tom. Let it go. 
Drench me, you slave, in a full bowle 
rie take't an 'twere a score. 
Dick. Nay if George be 'nt a hearty aonl, t 
Ne're trnst good fellow more. J 

Tom. But heark you, airrab, we're too loud, 

Heel hang na by and by ; 
Metfainks be should be vengeance proud. 
Dkk. Xo more then thee or I. 
Tom. Why then Fie give bim the best blade 

That e're the bilbo wore. 
Dkk. K George prove not a bonney lad, \ 

Ne're trust good fellow more. ' 

Tom. Twas well he came, we'd mawll'd the tail ; 
We've all thrown up our farms. 
And from the musket to the flayl 

Put all our men in arms, 
The girles had ta'ne the members down, 
He're saw such things before. 
Diek. IfGeorgespeaknottbetownourown) ^, 

„ , , .,, t Chorus 

Nere trust good fellow more. I 

Dick, But^ pre'the, are the folk ao mad ? 
Tom. So mad say'st ? They're undone, 
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There's not a penny to be had, 

And every mother's sonne 
Must fight, if he intend to eate, 

Grow v&liant, now he is poor. 
Dick. Come, yet if George don't do the feat, 1 

Ne're trust good fellow more. i 

Tom. Why, BIcbard, 'tis a devilieh thing; 
We're not left worth a groat. 
My Doll has sold her wedding-ring, 

And Sue has pawn'd her coat^ 
The eniv'ling rogues ahus'd onr squire, 
And caU'd our mistresse whore. 
Dici. Yet, if George don't what we desire, | 
Ne're trust good fellow more. J 

Tom. By this good day, I did but speak, 
" They took my py-ball'd mare, 
And put the carii'on wench to th' squeak, 

(Things go against the hair.) 
Our prick-ar'd cor'nell looks as bigg 
Still, as he did before. 
i>)cA. And yet if George don't humme his gigg,> 
Ne're trust good fellow more. / 

Faith, Tom, our case is much at one. 
We're broak for want of trade j 

Our city's baffled and undone. 
Betwixt the Rump and blade. 
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We've emptied both our veins and baggs 

UpOD a factiouB score ; 
K Greorge compassion not our ragga, 1 

Ne're trust good fellow more. J 

Tom, But what doest think should be the cause 

Whence all these mischiefB epring ? 
Dick. Our damned breach of oath and laws, 
Our murtber of the king. 
We have been staves since Charl's his reign. 

We liv'd hke lords before. 
If George don't set all right again, \ 
Ne're trust good fellow more. i 

Tom. Our vicar — (and hee'a one that knows) — 
Told me once, — I know what : — 
(And yet the chief ia woundly close) 
Rick. Tis bU the better ; — That. 

Ha's too much honesty and witt, 

To let hia tongue run o're. 
If this prove not a lucky hitt, 1 
Ne're trust good fellow more, i 

Shall's ask him, what he means to do? 
Tom. — Grood futh, with all my heart; 

Thou mak'st the better leg o' th' two : 

Take thou the better part. 
rie follow, if thow't lead the van. 
Rich. Content, — lie march before. 

If George prove not a gallant man, 1 
Ne're trust good fellow more. ' 
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M; lord I in as the nation craves 
But what yon're boand to do. 
Tom. We have liT'd drudges. — Rie. — And we slaves. 
Both, We would not die so too. 

Bestore us but our laws agen; 

Th' unborn Bhall thee adore : 
If Geoi^ denies us his Amen, 1 
Ne're trust good fellow more, / 



A SHORT REPRESENTATION PERFORMED 

BEFORE THE LORD GENERAL MONK, 
At Goldsmilhs' Hall, Tuesday, April llth. B; ihree persoDS, 

an Eugliahman, a Welshman, and a Scolcbman, 

London 1 printed for Thomas Morgan, and are to be sold at the 

Rojal Exchange, in Comhill, 1660. 



Tbib dramatic trifle, coDceired pn> Umport, and having allusion 
only to the unsettled stale of the country, is still of much inlerest, 
as it evidently was intended to aasure Monk of the feeling held 
by the most powerful body in the taty, at a time when his inten- 
tioQB were only suspected. At this period mostof the c\iy compa- 
nies entertuned Monk, and were careful to point out their opinion 
of the neceasity of a change, by aome allusion either in a song 
or speech. The Goldsmiths, Kahmongers, Skinners, and Dra- 
pers thus displayed their feeling. The speeches M the three 
former eutertoinmenls are given in Jordan's Wta-teiy of JVondtUi. 
Monk had vistt«d Goldsmith's Hall on April 9th, and hestd a 
speech " from a sea-caplaio, after a song concluding with a chorus 
of Amity." This " representadon," performed at the same place 
two days afterwards, was printed as a quarto tract of four leaves; 
a copy is in the library of the City of London, at Guildhall. 
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Officer. — How now, friends ! whitber are you crowd- 
ing so faet ? Pray get ye back agun and wipe your 
shoos. Who invited you, I wonder ? If y'are hungry, 
stay till the Berths come forth, which will be about four 
or five hours hence. 

Englishman. — Pray, good man, Jaek-hoid-my-ttaffe, 
be good in your office. Sirrah, we came to see the 
General; ne have as much buainesse with him as the 
best of 'em all that has invited him hither. 

Officer. — We'll hear no petitions to day. 

Englishman. — Petition ! we come not to petition, 
fjiend ! he has done our businesse without a petition 
already. 

Officer. — He had much to do, I warrant) when he 
did your buainesse. 

Enfflightnan. — Friend, you need not be so angry; 
we come not to defraud you of the leaat bit that you 
intend to carry home to your wife for her provision 
tJll the next quarter feast ; for, give me leave to tell 
the^ we have been as good housekeepers as some of 
your masters, and kept better men then thou to wipe 
our shoos, and now I hope we shall do so again. 

Officer. — You are sufferers then in the times. Her 'a 
one, I warrant, whose catt has dy'd with eating a poy- 
son'd ratt. Her's another who's two ducks and one 
drake used to sleep at his bed's head, and he has now 
lost all, by the maledictions of the old witch, his neigh- 
bour. Her'sanother had but one torn shirt, which was 
stollen by a gypsie as it hung upon a hedge a-drying. 
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one Saturday in the Bft«rnoon. And for your part, 
Groodmaii Prate-a-pace, what have you lost, I wonder? 
your dogs-leather hedging-gloves, I warrant, or eome 
Buch precious piece of treasure 1 

£iigU»Kman. — The fellow would fain be witty before 
the Masters of the Company. Alaa ! it wotdd stand 
thee in little stead had we a mind to retort ; but that 
is not our budnesse. We are come to make our 
General merry, for making ns merry. Sirrah, we have 
been at charges for a patMl, and the fidlers, and, there- 
fore, I tell thee we will see our Generall, and sing him 
a song, and give him thanks for his care of us all. 

WeUhman. — Sirrah, if ber will not [let her] see her 
Sheaeral, and sing her a fine song, which her ha pay'd 
her share for the making, her will preak her pusee- 
potie's pate. 

Officer, — I care not for your songs ; you come not 
here unlesae I know better who you are. 

EngUxknum. — Friend, I am a Cheshire-man who 
hod lost my tenure of a good farm for siding with my 
landlord, Sir George Booth, but I now have got it 
i^^R, thanks to our General. 

Weithman. — And her pe shentleman of Wallis, and 
her lost her create fortune for her creat loofe to her 
creat landlord, Sir Thomas Middleton j but her have cot 
it acain, her thank her cood Shenerol. 

Seat. — In troath noow they hud gotten eeu aw; and 
aw for becose lee ha aftrved my gude loard and mais- 
ser, the King. But whare be those muckle traitors 
noow ? introath, friend, wee's come for netbing else 
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but to garr the General take notice of our loove, — tell 
him for his muokle ptunes and care of us, and of aw 
tlie kingdom. 

0/^cer.— ■Well, atay there, and if the Generall will 
be troubled with your impertinences, I'le give ye 
notice. 

Englishman. — Now thou speak'st like an honest 
fellow ; dost heare? if thou canet but get us in, wee'l 
give thee sixpence a piece. 

After a little pause the Officer returns. 

Officer. — Wei, if your song be good you may come 
in, but be advia'd of that, for if it ben't, you'l be 
soundly, soundly laughtat; and for your poet, tell him 
from me, if he come oS basely, the Company will not 
give him a brass token ; and so yon lose your credit, 
and he his labour. 

Englishman. 

To tbe tuna of Tht Grecian Army. 

No more good people, talk no more 
Of what the Champion did of yore; 
I care not a pin what storioa forge 
Of Bevis, or of great St. George, 
Who dragon did slaughter, 
To get the king's fair daughter 

For his wifej 
Which was truly. 
And moat duly, 

The bravest thing he did in his life. 
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Scotchman, 

To (hs BigUandiT'i Aw Baml. 

Nor Ise ne care at aw 

For kuiatry man, St. Andrew, 
Although he ware as gude a awerd 

Afl ever muckle man drew. 
For though he did redeem 

The ladies fair and breeght, 
Yet bad the swains bin still 
But for gude Willy's leeght 
Away then, 
Stay not, 
What gare's us be silent ? 
Wee'l feast our Monk, though now it be high Lent. 

Welshman, 
To (he tone of Fortiae, ^. 
Nor for our old St. Taffie to I care, 

Who slew a mighty shy ant without laughter; 
Yet for th' excessive pains he took that t&j. 
Full fast he sleeped seaven whole yeara after. 

EngHsRman. 
To the tone of What fou pkate. 
But our St. George bath set as free 
From a base Bump's bold slavery; 
Poor England now shall bleed no more ; 

fFelihman. 
And WaUis sal pe as her was before. 
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Seotehman. 
The irar in Scotland firat did swagger, 
But there first ends, Jemmy put up thj dagger. 
To the tune of The Gnckm Armff, m before. 

Tou base Exciaemen and commitee'a 
That swagger'd over towns and city's, 
While the sad ploughmen plough'd in grief. 
And yet poor Hwains had no relief. 

Must now go down. 

And stoop to the abused clown ; 

For like the sun 

In his glory, 

In his story 
Monk is resolv'd not to be out don. 

Scotchman. 

To Uie tune of Tht B^aader'i Jffcte Bant, aa before. 

Ah! out! out away phanaticks! 

Who ken not what yee'd have ; 
Tour plots be aw discover'd 

The nation to enslave ; 
Our cities now ne mere shall pay 

The hire of their fetters ; 
Ne mere shall major generals 
Kow rant it or'e their betters ; 
For Monk's come. 
That Monk 
Whom all men prize 
To heal up all our past maladies. 
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Wetihman. 
To tb« tone of ForUme. 
And now her tested cheese, her eat and sing, 
And freely drink a health noto her king: 
Ap Thomas ap Middleton give me thy hand, 
For now our sister Chester's walls shall stand. 

Chonu. To the tone Q. Dido.' 
Brave hero, then in thy brave rage 

Proceed, which hath rais'd up our age, 
To say you were from heaven let down, 
To give the wronged heir his crown, 
For well the wayes of truth you take 
The ballance even now to make. 
All our long differences bend 

Already to a settled end. 
For which we now must all agree 
To give the stile of just to thee, 
Bequeathing unto after story 

The care of thy unblemish't glory. 



* Ait the Cunee named in this ente rt^nment may be found in the 
Tariouaedidonsof VlAyimA'i EagUtk Daiim0 Muter, 1650-1731. 
The two last mentioned are as old is the Ume of Shakapere. 
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SONG OF WELCOME TO KING CHARLES THE 
SECOND. 

f^H Ogilbjr's Rtlation of his Majtitg't eiUtrtaauaenl paimg 
through the Citii of Lrmdim to hii Conmaltim, April 22, 1661, on 
wbich occasion 'u was snag b; Concord, Lore, and Truth, in the 
third triumphsl arch or pageant which whs placed " near Wood- 
Street end, not lar from the place where the Cross fbrmerlj' 
stood." The muaick, we are told, was " all composed by 
Matthew Lock, Esq., composer in ordinaj'y to Ms majesty." 
The allu^n to Charles as ^e prince whom — 
" The Stan so tong fnretold' 
in the second line of this song, refers to the appearance of a 
star on the morning of his birth, Saturday, May 29th, 1630, and in 
the fourth pageant this day eihibited. Plenty addresaea him with— 
" Great Sir; the star nhicb at ;giir happy birth 
loji wilL hi> beamea at noon the wond'riog earth. 
Did with aUBptcioiiB liiatrp. Ihen^ pre&age 
'llie glitt'iing plenty of tliia golden age." 
This star was a fertile subject for the fiatterers of Chorlea, 
and thej carried their adulation to a great length. One Edward 
Matthew "of the Middle Temple, Esq.," published in 1661 a 
small Tolume in ISmo, entirely on this subject; it is entitled 
" The most glorious Star, or celestial constellation of the Pleiades 
or Charles's waine, appearing and shining moat brightly in a 
miraculous manner in the &ce of the suu at noonday, at the 
natirity of our sacred sovereign King Charles 11, presaging his 
uuyesties eisltadon to future honour and greatnesse, tranacendiug 
not only the most potent Christian princes in Europe, but by 
Divine deugnmeut ordained to be the most mighty monarch in 
the universe; never any starre having appeared before at the 
birth of any, (the highest humane hero), except our Saviour." 
From this dtle page the whole tenoor of the book, (which is 
sud to be "printed for the nse and benefit of William Byron, 
Gent)" may be guessed at Flattery, is in fkot, carried to the 
TBry extj^me, and the author declares that " as Christ Jesus 
was the world's celestiall and eternal savionr, so hath God sent 
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our soTeraigne king to be a terrentriil temporal saviour" to 
the three kingdoms. He then eodenvonn to prove the star the 
nine u thai which appeared atthe Sarionr's birth ; and prophecies, 
dreams, and prodigies are atl raked together to show that Charles 
was by "Mrine Providenoo pre-ordained ki be the most pioos, 
prudent, and potent prince in Ibe universe." His snfferin^ are 
parallelled with the Sariour's, " the same time of age, (about 
thirty), and of the year wben our SarioBrs resurrection and asoen ■ 
sioncame to passe, Diiine Providence hath brought to passe fitr Our 
soveraigae King Charles, his restitntioQ to his just rights, and 
his ascension to his Toydl sceptre and crowne." In the same 
strain tbe author explains the seven stars bold in the hands of 
" one like the Son of Man" in the Bevelations, as intended to 
typify Charles the Second " our king, in the hand of onr God," 
and proposes that May, the month in which be was bom, be 
henceforth called Carolu*, as heaven does not disdain to have a 
oeleatial ugn known by the name of Charles." Without some such 
proof as this of the intoxication of men's minds at tlie Kestora- 
tion, itlsimpossible to understand the licenses allowed to Charles, 
and a debanchcd court; lioensei, that in the end, deprived 
them all of a people's love, and destroyed the honour and liberty 
of the DadoD. 



Cokes not here tbe king of peace, 
Whom the stars so long foretold 

From all woes should ua release, 
Converting iron timea to gold? 
Bebold, behold I 

Our prince confirin'd by heav'nly aigas, 
Brings healing balm, 
Brings healing balm, and anodines. 
To close our wouuda, and pain aaawage. 

He comes with conqu'ring baya, and palm, 
Where swelling billows us'd to rage. 
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Gliding on a silver calm ; 

Proud interests now no more engage. 



Let tbese arched roofs resound, 
Joining instruments, and voice. 

Fright pale spirits undergronnd ; 
But let heav'n and earth r^oyce, 

We our bappiDesB have found. 

He, thus marching to be crown'd. 
Attended with this glorious train, 
From civil broils 
Shall free these isles. 

Whilst hee and his posterity shall reign. 

Who follow trade, or stady arts, 

Improving pasture or the plow, 
Or furrow waves to foreign parts. 

Use your whole endeavours now, 
His brow, his brow, 
Bids your hearts as well as hands, 
Tc^ther joyn, 

Together joyning hless these lands ; 
Peace and concord, never poor, 
Will make with wealth these streets to ahine. 

Ships freight with spice, and golden ore, 
Your fields with honey, milk, and wine. 

To supply our neighbours store. 
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SONG OF THE WATERMEN. 

FaoH " Aqua TiiamphaliB i beiug > trae reUtion of the 
Honourebla the Qty of London-a eatertaining their B»ered 
MijeaticB upon the river of ThamsB, and wellcommg them from 
Hampton Court to Whitehall Eipreaaed and set forth in 
Beverall shews and psgeanls, the 23 day of August^ 1662." The 
production of the city poet, John Tathim. 

The \ttigaB of the twelve con^uiies were, on this oocaaion, 
carried up the riTer as br as Chelsea, and " moat of the bargea 
are attended with a pageant." These p^eants were "placed 
at the head of every bar^." The Mercera exhibited tfaeir 
crowned Virgin seated with three maids of Honour and aix 
pt^ies. The Drapers exhibited a " grave Roman magistrate, 
habited in a long robe, on his bead a helmet, in hia right 
hand he holds a sceptre, in hia left a triple crown, a sword 
gilt to him. His attendants are fom* ) Loyalty, Trath, Fame, 
tod Honoot. The stage of the Merchant Taylors' pageant ia 
twelve feet long, and aeren broad, arched with a wild 
arbonr made in manner of a wildemesse, where is seated am aged 
man representing a pilgrim, and habited accordingly. In one 
hand he bolda a staCF, in the other a banner, bearing the figare of 
B golden lamb, with this motto ' inter nocentes innocens.' This 
alludes to St. John, the patron of Ihut company : for bis attend- 
ants he hath Faith, Hope, and Charity." They also exhibited the 
supporters of the company's arms, and the camels and Indians, as 
usual in the pageants of the mayors of that company. The Qold- 
smithe exhibited a figure of Justice, under a canopy of state, at- 
tended by two virgins. The " bravery " of the other companies 
pageants are not described," lest it be too ledions." The day's pro- 
ceedings are thus briefly given; — "between 6 and 9 of the clock, 
the Lord Mayor and court of Aldermen move toward Chelsey, 
where they attend their Majesties commiag from Putney, and 
then the Lord Mayor leads the way down the river before their 
Majestiea. The grand pageants appointed for this day are placed 
thus: the first at Chelsey; the second between Foz-hall and 
Lambeth ; the third at the private ataires at Whitehall There 
are two drolla, one of Watermen, the other of Seamen, con- 
tinually imployed in dancing and sisgingi the droll of Water- 



n,oii,7=rir, Google 



THE CIVIC GARLAND. 35 

men is placed between Cbelsey uid Fos-balL That of Seamen 
between I^mbetb and Whiteball, cross the Thames, where there 
ia seTerall tricks of antinty performed, both on the stage and the 
rope; and tbe Seamen throw tbemselvea into severall antick 
postures and dances." The three grand pageants are a sea chariot 
drawn bj sea horses, in which ata Isis and her water nymphs ; 
an island, upon which is seated Thames, " an old man with long 
hair and beard,' attended by water njmphs, one bearing on her 
head " the fignre of Greenwich cwtle," the other, " the figure of 
Windsor casde." A lion and unioom stand iu front, upon which 
a Scotch and English bo; is seated, bearing the national ban- 
ners : " a sea chariot made in the manner of s scallop shell, drawn 
with two dolphins, on whose baoks are placed two Tritons." In 
this chariot Thetis appears. Ini* , Thames, and Thetis, each ad- 
dress long rh^ing speeches U> thdr Majesties. 

Two songs are sung, onein the "droll of Watermen," which is 
this one now printed, tbe other a short song and choms of ten 
lines. In tbe " droll of Indiana and Seamen." The songs, we are 
told, " were sot bj L£r. John Gamble, one of his Majesties ser- 
vants, a person well known in muaiek." This composer, termed 
" a pUy house musitnan,'' was a celebrated performer on the Viol 
da Qamba, and one of Charles U'a bmous " four-and-twentj fid- 
dlers;" he was a pujnl of Ambrose Beyland, and published two 
books of "Ayres and Dialogues," in 1651 and 1659, the poetry of 
which was the composition of Thomas Stanley. Gamble appears 
to hare been always intimate with the city poeCa, as recommend- 
atory Terses to his first book were written by Tatham, and to 
his second by Thomas Jordan. He died in 1680. 



Let aadDesa flie, bojes, flie, 
The king and queen draw nigh, 

And their loyal tnun 

Pour in amain. 
Like hailstones from the akie, 

The town to fiU, 

And fears to kill 
The tradesmen had of breaking, 
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Who scarce a pennie 

Would spare to any, 
The; were bo poor and sneaking; 
But now 

Speed the plow, 
AUwiUbe 

Imployd and free, 
!B^om the Mercer to the Draper, 

All sorts and all sizes 

Of trades and devises. 
Will malu ua sing and caper. 
The river shall no more 
Catch cold or be bound o're; 

Wee'le keepe her in heat. 

Use does the feat, 
Hiough winter fame and roare; 

The prentice he, 

Of each degree, 
To Lambeth or to Fox-hall,* 

With their lasses, cry, 

What oares will you ply? 
Where are you with a — all? 
Seethen 

You be men, 
And stand to't. 

Set a hand to't. 
That our stretchers may be working, 

* A cormpljon of Vaui-hkll, which deriveg its Dune &om an 
icient Gtmilj of the nune of Vanx, one of whom, Juie Vkux, 
Dupiad premiMs there in tbn yeu 1616. 
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For if you intend, hoy, 

A penny to spend, boy. 
You muat get it with yerking. 
A lazie Ufe is base, 
True labour we embrace; 

'Tis the best physick 

To cure the tisuck, 
lU humours pui^ apace; 

Our sweats, and pains 

Brings health and gains, 
Which makes us bouncing merry, 

"We ne're are orejoy'd, 

Till we are employ'd 
In sculler, oares, or wherry; 

Then sing 

Blesse the king 

And the queen, 

And all here seen. 
That masters are, and feed us 

With meat and wine stored, 

When they are once shored, 
And for Spring Garden* need us. 

* A pkce of entertoinment denomiiuted Spring Garden (not 
aa uncommOQ sppeUsdon for places of the kind near Londou) 
was siCuated opposite Vauxhall, and near the riTer. Pepys, in 
his diary, thus describes it: — "July 27, 16BS, So over the water, 
with mj wife and Deb, and Mercer, to Spring Garden, and there 
eat and wslkedi and observed bow rude some of the youog gallants 
of the town are become, to go into people's arbors where there 
are not men, and aJmoat Ibrce the women, which troubled cae, 
lo see the confidence of the vice of the i^e ; aod bo we away hy 
water with much pleasure home." 
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A REVIEW OP THB TIMES. 

Fbom Jordao's " London Triumplunt ; or the City in joUitj' and 
spleodour. 1672." The King was preaant on this occasion, wid 
dined with the Major in Guildhall i " where," BajB Jordw), " hia 
lordship and the gtieata being aU seated, the ratj musick b^an 
to touch their itutmments with verj artfbl lingers) and after a 
leSBon being played, and th^ ears as well feasted as their mouths, 
a person with a good voice, in good hnmour, and audible utter- 
ance (the better to proToke digestion) smgs this new droll, to 
the tune of With a/ailing." 



Let's drink and droll, and dance and sing. 
And merrily cry. Long live the king: 
'Tis friendship and peace 
Makes trading increase: 
Blind Fortune has plaid 
The changeable jade; 
We may cnrse her. 
Lets sum up all that hath been done, 
From forty-two till seventy-one. 
Then he that loves changes, 

Let him go on: 
But ne venture my fiddle, and forty to one 
'Twill be worser. 
When ordinance laws beat down the kings, 
And Peters preach'd for thimbles and rings; * 

• An alluHion lo the great general contributions of plate and 
money to sJd the FarliameDt, made by the inhabitants of London 
ill 1642, when Charles lerected his standard bX Nottingham, and 
prepared by force of arms, to crush that liberty he bad sworn to 
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When all that we priz'd 
Were aacrific'd; 
What did it produce 
For general use, 
But confusion. 
The conjuring part^ raised then 
Spirits they ne're could lay egen; 
But Buffer'd disastere, 
Their servants grew masters; 
Who alighted their votes, 
And cudgell'd their coats 
In conclusion. 
Thus did our holy war succeed. 
It made two hundred thousand bleed, 



protect. Wilh k noble emulation, "not onlj the wealthiest cici- 
■ens and genthinen who were near dwellers, broaght in thnr 
large bags and goblets, bat the poorar sort, like tbat widow in 
the Gospel, presented tlieir mites alao) inaomoch that it was a 
common jeer of men disafi^ted to the oanse, to call this the 
MuMe and infiw amy." (Mar BtMt. Pari.') 

Butler alludes to this general lerj in bia " Hndibrts," pt i, 
ouito 2, when he declares tbat the Iiondoners ctaned 

" bowb and flaggmu, 

IdIo offic«n of bona and diagootis ; 

Stamp besken, copi, and porringen ; 
A thlrabla, bodldu, and a ipooD, 
Did (tan up liTiug man, as aooii 
As in tha fbnuce Hmj ynit Ihrowu. 
Jutt lilra the dngos'a teeth being town." 

AQdinpartii,canto3,beBUiide8 to tbe women wbo — 
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And fellows that neither could write nor read, 
Did scatter in pulpits 
The sanctiA'd seed 
Of division. 
The captain of a troop of horse,* 'CHHawti. 

With courage and conduct, canning and force. 
The Crown, King, and Kingdom, did divorce; 
And put the land into a Protecterly course. 
By excision. 
And after that great fatal blow. 
What did become of all, you know. 
The right royal heir 
Beturn'd to his chiur; 
By no means fallacious. 
But by a good gracious 
Director. 
Now let us survey this present age. 
Where freedom enlargeth the bounds of the stage: 
'Tis pleasanter far than ruin and rage, 
That swagger'd and Bway'd 
When Oliver play'd 
The Protector. 
Our ensigns now are turn'd to smocks; 
And ladies fight with their fire-locks; 
Wiue, women, and sturgeon, 
Make work for the surgeon. 
The bonny buff jacket 
Doth tilt at a placket 
Of roses. 
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Thus have you heard the changes rung, 
As much as may be said or sung: 
We must be no talkers. 
For fear the night-walkers 
Do watch for our words, 
And wait with their swords, 
For our noses.* 

* Slitting the nose, or othenriae diafignring the &ae, wis no 
uDRommon mode of revenging a real or imsgined Iniult in " the 
merry days" of Cbsrlea the Sscond. TbecoQrt,aacomipt wtbe 
commons, participated in the same mode of revenge. In 1670, 
Sir John Coventry pat a question in the Uonse of Codudods, 
which was taken as a reflection on the King's low amours ; he 
was denounced with fury at court, and Charles deternuned oo 
revenge. " The Duke of Yorh," Eaya Burnet, " told lae he sud 
all he could to the King to divert him from the resolution he look, 
which was to sead some of the guards, and watch in the streets 
where Sir John lodged, and leave a mark upon him. Sands and 
O'Brian, and aome others went thither, and, aa Coventry was 
going home, they drew about him. He stood up Id the wall and 
■uatcbed the flunbeau out of Ma servant's hand, and with that in 
one hand and his sword in the other, be defended himself bo 
well that be got more credit by it than hy all the actions of his 
life. He wonnded some of them, but was soon disarmed ; snd 
then they cut his nose to the bone, to leach him lo remember 
what respect he owed to the King ; snd so they left him, and 
went back to the Duke of Monmouth's, where O'Brisn'a arm was 
dressed. That matter was executed by orders from the Duke of 
Monmouth, for which he was severely censured, because he lived 
then in profesaiona of friendship with Coventry, so that hia sub- 
jection to the King waa not thought an eicuse for direoting so 
vile an attempt on his friend, without sending him secret notice 
of what was designed, Coventry had his nose so well sewed up 
that the scar was scarcely to be diacemed." This outrage was 
10 atrodons, that even the Parliament could not overlook it ; and 
they passed a bill known by the name of the Coventry act, making 
cutting and maiming a ca|utal offence : but they had not courage 
sufficient to bring the King's bravoea to IriaL 
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THE DISCONTENTED CAVALIER. 

TaiB soDg, fivm the same mayoraltj' pageant as the preceding 
one, was snog immeditiely after it, and Jordan tiins introduces it: 
" tbia droll bMng ended, and well approred, a hearty cop of wine 
is aet Toand the table i in the mean time, the musick express 
their skill in playing dirers new sprightly ayres, whilst another 
muaiclan, with a cup of sack puts his pipe in tune to sing this 
medley oonsisdng of six several tunee." The freedom with which 
Jordan ha» thonght proper to satiriw the conrt, and the notorious 
ingratitude of Charles the Second to the caraliers who had as- 
sisted in purse and person to reinstate him, is a little extraor- 
dinary, Charles being an invited guest, and of course compelled 
to hear U. Jordan seems to bate felt on the conclusion of the 
" fifth syre " that he had said quite enough, and excusing him- 
self tnms the snbject as loyally as possible ; so that be tells us 
" the conclndon of the soi^ gave occasion for a health to his 
H^es^, which was cheerfully performed." 



FIRST AIHE. 

I'll never trust good fellow more, 

For I was told 

My shelves sbould shine with gold, 
Bright as TaguB yellow shore: 
But now the iron age is gone, 

An age of stone 

I fear is rolling on ; 
Or a heavy leaden one. 

Old loyalty ia cramp'd with cold, 

And laid aside like tales too oA:en told 

Or not regarded, because 'tis old: 
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Our tnuupet'e turn'd into a shalm,* 

But yet our wounds have neither t«nt nor balm, 

We freeze in fire, drown in a imhij. 

SKCOHD AIKE. 

The city now 

And country too. 
Cry out to the court they have nothing to do ; 

The stage and stews. 

Our gallants use, 
And mostofourGrentiles are turn'd into Jews ; 

For when justice turns player, 

We may despair 

Of ever having on end on't. 
We have laid all our trade by, 
Ne're worse made by 

Presbyter or Independant: 
It ner'e was so bad 
We ner'e were more mad ; 

But we must needs fall. 

When the dammees get all: 



* ^ John Eairldns his engr&ved in his " Bistory of Music," 
(toL iJ, p. 450) a represenUtioD of tlie Shalm, from Lusdnins' 
"Mnaurgia," 1536) he says that its name is diuired "bota 
eojiiiiiii^ > reed, which ii a part of it.' It appears to have be«n a 
rade and warlike spedeB of hantbo j. It has been confounded by 
some wriCen with instnunents of a totally liiOerentconstmotioii-, 
the dearest and best account of it to be met with is ia Dauney's 
pTelimiuary dissertation to the "Ancient Scottish Melodies," pub- 
lished from the Skene MS., at Edinburgh, in I S38. 
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From a king-killing stunt, 
Fatcli, powder and paint, 

Where e're they be. 

Libera no* Domine. 

THIRD AT KG. 

The world is but a moral cheat, 
And ever; vice is good that's great; 
Keligion is a nose of wax, 
Which politicks use to raise a tax: 
Lust is no sin in 
Fair white linnen, 

Or a fair cambrick frock on: 
Yet for pride, 
Jane Shore died, 
Some say with never a smock o 
The politician 
Calls ambition 

fiy the name of honour; 
But fortune 
Spoils our tune, 

A mischief light upon her. 

FO0BTH A.TRE. 

Hypocrisie and fair pretences 

Convinces 
The city, the country, and camp, 
And all must pass cun-ent, 

I'm sure on't, 
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That come from the mint with a politick 

The aects we have, 
And gallants brave 

Do the eelf-same teaet hold, 

For both can turn the gospel into gold; 
To yea and nay 
We were a prey, 

But in this our latter fall, 

Your humble servant, madam, cheats us all. 

FIFTH ATRE. 

Little we find 

In the turn of the wind 

For consolation; 
Times are well changed, but crimes are the same; 
Nothing is right 
To the minds that delight 

In reformation; 
Pride and ambitioa are cocks of the game. 

He that can gallant it in the French rode, 
Swear he is valiant, and dance a-la-mode. 

By ladies letter-case, 

Shall have a better place, 
Than me or he 
That hath indur'd the lode. 

But still I hope that the Vice of the Times 
Will not be permanent, pardon my rhimes, 
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Ill do no person wrong 
With my pen or my tongue, 
Though I let fly so high at lofty crimes. 

SIXTH AYRE. 

Leave off thinking now, 

And laugh a little ; 
Fall a-drinking too. 

And quaff a little. 

Good Canary never 
Did miscarry ever ; 

Drink, or no good fellow will care for ye 
Wine will never prick out popish crotchets, 
Sack will never pick at copes and rochets ; 

He that hatchetfa treason 

In a merry season. 
Is a fellow void of love and reason. 

They that freely tipple, envy none that rise. 

But are well contented. 

And consented, 

(Untormented) 

To be truly out of care, 

And free from that plague 
Wtich rides like a h^, the wise. 

Let u8 all be merry, laugh, and change oui 
Hold it, fill it, swill it ; 
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Drink.it fair, and do not spill it ; 
Take it, 
Shake it, 
Vive le Rm/. 

We'll trade 

And wade 

In no other joy 
But drink. 
Then drink.* 



* Jordan (ells ns, "after the Tila^a health, the muaick play s 
well composed lively suit of ayree, and make ready fbr a third 
Boag,' which is sung " to the tune of Havt at afl," (The words 
of which are to bo found in Eitson's Andatt Songt. under the title 
of the Ifeie Omrtier), and is filled with reflecdona on the tran- 
sitorj nature of all things, and the follies of the day. The two 
fbllowing itanzBS are all that are worth extracting as illustra- 
tive of manners ; the burthen of the song being " Touob and go." 

" The gayest gallants of our ago 
An becouH atadenti of Ibe stage : 
Oilbrd and Cambridge we lay by, 
For play-house uniyeraity i 

Like glow-wonns ia the niglit the; show, 
Whom when the lun 
Doth peep upon, 
Tamh and go. 

ADother to eipress Tain glory, 
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THB PRODiaALS RESOLUTION; 

Thu Song is kko printed from Thomw Jordan's "London Tri- 
umphant," 1672, where it is aimplj' oalled "■ song." It has been 
printed with the above title beFbre 16S2, as it appears with it in 
Henrj Plajford'a collection of songs entitled " Wit and Mirth, 
an Antidote against Melaucbolj," the third edition of which book 
appeared in that year. Ritson printed it in Mb "Andent Songs," 
adding the music from Duriej'e " Fills to pnrge melancholy," of 
which FUyford's book (a small 8to. of 128 pages) was the pre- 
cursor ; and he introduoes it with " tliis Jordan was the pro- 
fessed pageant writer and poet laureat for the city, and, if author 
of the following piece, Beems to bare possessed s greater share o( 
poetical merit than osuallj fell to the lot of his profession." 



I AH a lusty lively lad, 

Mow come to one-and-twenty, 
My father left me all he bad, 

Both gold and silver plenty; 
Now he's in grave, I will he brave, 

The ladies shall adore me, 
rie court and kiss, what hart's in this? 

My dad did so before me. 

My father was a thrifty air, 

Till soal and body sundred. 
Some aay he was a usurer 

For thirty in the hundred ; 
He scrapt and acratcht, she pinch'd and patch'd. 

That in her body bore me. 
But rie let die, good cause why. 

My father was bom before me. 
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ilj daddy had Mb diit; done 

In getting eo much treasure; 
rie be as dutiful a son 

For spending it in pleasure. 
Five ponnd a quart shall cheat mj heart. 

Such nectar will restore me ; 
When ladies call, Fie have at all, 

M7 father was born before me. 

Nj grandam lived in TfatAiafflon, 

My grandsir delv'd in ditches. 
The son of old John Thrashington, 

Whose lanthom leathern breeches 
Cry'd, Whether go yti whether go ye ? 

Though men do now adore me, 
They ne'er did see my pedigree, 

Nor who was bom before me. 

My ^imdeir striv'd, and wiv'd, and thriv'd. 

Till he did riches gather. 
And when he had much wealth atchiev'd, 

0! then he got my &ther. 
Of happy memory, cry I, 

That e're his mother bore him, 
I had not been worth one penny 

Had I been born before him. 

To firee-Bchool, Cambridge, and Graya-Inn, 
My gray-coat grandsir put hijn, 
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Till to forget, he did b^n, 
The leathern breech that got him: 

One dealt in straw, t'other in law, 
The one did ditch and delve it. 

My father store of satin wore, 
Mj grandair beggar's relret. 

So I get wealth, what care I if 

My grandalr were a sawyer. 
My father pror'd to be a chie^ 

Subtle and learned lawyer. 
By CooVs Reports, and tricks in courts, 

He did with treasure store me. 
That I may say, heavens bless the day 

My father was bom before me ! 

Some say of late, a merchant that 

Had gotten store of riches. 
In 's dining-room hting up his bat, 

His staff, and leathern breeches ; 
His stockings garter'd up with straws. 

Ere Frovidentie did store him; 
His son was sheriff of London, 'cause 

Hia father was bom before him. 

So many blades that rant in silk, 
And put on scarlet cloathing, 

At first did spring firom butter-milk, 
Their ancestco^ worth nothing. 
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Old Adam, and our grandam Eve, 
By di^ng and by spinning. 

Did to all kings and princes give 
Their radical banning. 

My father, to get my estate, 

Though selfish, yet was slavish, 
111 Bpend it at another rate. 

And be as lewdly lavish; 
From madmen, fools, and knaves, he did 

Litigiously receive it, 
If so he did, justice forbid 

But I to such should leave it. 

At play-houses, and Tennis-court, 

ni prove s noble fellow ; 
I'll court my doxies to the sport, 

Of, Ohnve PuncktMello." 



* This ie an early Dotioe of ttni popular oharacter. In the 
curioos uid amuaing lettor-prees (o Cmlkaluuik'B admirable iUu^ 
trationa of the popolar pappet-ahoir, now knovu aa " Punch and 
Judj," its learned author has been nnable to diacover an; 
earlier notice for hia chapter " on the arriTkl of Punch in En- 
gland," or that hero's popularity in oar own country, than the 
annals of AoDe's reign ajfbrded. Bat he deduced froin the fact 
" that no wriWT of the reign of Queen Anne, who nodoes him 
at all, apoaks of him aa a novelty," that he could not hare " only 
recently emigraled from his native country." The above line 
showa that he was popularly known and appreciated in the reign 
of Charlea IL 
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Ill dice, and drab, and drink, and stab. 
No Hector shall out>roar met 

If teachers tell me tales of hell, 
My father is gone before me. 



A BOHO SUNG AT THK LOUD MAYOR'S TABLE, 

IN HONOTTR OP THE CITY AND THE 

GOLDSMITHS' COMPANY. 



fROX Jordan's "Goldsmiths' JubUe," 1614, see "HislOTy of 
Lord Mayors' Pagemte," (Part I, p. 82), Sir Bobert Vjner, of 
tbe OoldBmiths' CoinpsDj, beiDg major. Charles II, the Queen, 
the Dake and Ducbeu of York, Prince Bupert, the Duke of 
Uonmouth, snd others of the nobility were present at the 
banquet in GoildhaU. 

Let all the Nine Muses lay by their abases. 

Their railing, and drolling on tricks of the Strand, 
To pen us a ditty in praise of the city, [maud. 

Their treasure, and pleasure, their pow'r and com- 
Their feast, and gnest, so temptingly drest, 

Tbeir kitchens all kingdoms replenish; 
la bounljful bowls they do succour their souls, 

With claret, canary and Rhenish: 
Their lives and wires in plentitude thrires, 

They want neither meat nor money; 
The promised Land 's in a Londoner's hand. 

They wallow in milk and honey. 
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For laiVB, and good orders, L. mayor, and recorders, 

And sheriff with coancnla, keep all in decorum ; 
The simple in safety from cruel and crafty, 

Whm crimes of the times are presented before 'am. 
So town as this in Christendom is, 

So quiet by day and night ; 
Ko ruffin, or drab, daree pilfer or stab. 

And hurry away by flight : 
Should dangers come, at beat of drum, 

(It is in such strong condition) 
An army 'twould raise in a very few days, 

With money and ammunitdon. 

For science, and reading, true wit, and good breeding. 

No city's exceeding in bountiful fautors;* 
No town under heaven doth give, or has given. 

Such portions to sons, or such dowries to daughters. 
Their name and fame doth through all the world flame. 

For courage and gallant lives: 
No nation that growB, are more curstf to their foes, 

Or kinder unto their wives : 
For bed and board, this place doth afford 

A quiet repose for strangers ; 
The lord mayor and ahrieves take such order with 
thieves. 

Men sleep without fear of dangers. 

For gownmen, and awordmen, this place did afford men. 
That were of great policy, power, and renown ; 

* BenehctoTs. ) IKEagreeable. — Croas-gruned. 
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A mayor t^ this city,* stout, valliant and witt;-, 

Subda'd a whole army, by stabbing of one t 
A traytor, that t«n thousand men gat* 

Tt^tber in war-like awarma ; 
And for this brave feat, his red dogger is set 

In part of the city arms.^ 
Should I declare the worthies that are, 

And did to this place belong, 
Twould puzzle my wit : and I tbink it more fit 

For a chronicle, than a song. 

One meanly descended, and weakly attended. 

By Fortune befriended, in thia city plac'd, 
From pence unto crowna, frora crowns unto pounds, 

Up to hundreds and thousands hath risen at last. 
In chain of gold, and treasure untold. 

In skarlet, on horseback to hoot ; 
(To th' joy of his mother) when hia elder brother 

It may be, has gone on foot. 
Such is the fate of temporal state, 

For providence thinks it fit. 
Since the eldest begat must enjoy the estate, 

The youngest shall have the wit. 

Plague, famine, fire, sword, aa our atories record. 
Did unto thia city severely fix, 



* ^WilHamWalwortb, whoBlewWatTy1«r. 

♦ Ben EiOarj of Lord Majora' Pageuit*, Part I, p. 117, ■ 
tot a refiitatioD of this " tulgar error." 
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And flaming September, will make us remember 

One thousand six hundred sixty-six, 
When house, and hall, and churches did fall, 

(A punishment due for our sin;) 
Ko town BO quick bnm'd into ashes was toni'd, 

And sooner was built sgen. 
Such is the fate of London's estate 

Sometimes sh' has a sorrowful sup 
Of miaeriea bowl; but to quicken her soul, 

For mercy doth hold her up. 

Our rnines did show, Hre or six years ago. 

Like an object of woe to all eyes that came nigh us; 
Yet now 'tis as gay as a garden in May, 

Guildhall and th' Exchange are in Statu quo priu». 
Our feasts in balls, each company calls. 

To treat 'um as welcome men: 
The Muses, all nine, do begin to drink wine ; 

Apollo doth shine ^en. 
True union and peace makes plenty encreaae. 

And every trade to spring : 
The city so wall'd, may be properly call'd 

The chamber of Charles, our king.* 

Our princes have been, (as on record ia seen), 
Good authors and fautors of love to this place i 

By many good charters, to strengthen our quarters, 
With divers indulgences, favour, and grace. 

* Catura Regit WM a very uicieDt tenn for the cJiy. 
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Their love ao much to London is such, 

They do, as occasion calls. 
Their freedom partake, for society sake, — 

Kings have been made free of halls ! 
If city and court together consort. 

This nation can never be undone : 
Then let the hall ring with God prosper the king! 

And bless the lord mayor of London I 

Cbokub of fivb voices. 
Bat fortius honour'd Company, whose kindness this day, 
Prepar'd all these triumphs, we have something to say: 
For all their fiiture welfare, we heartily pray 
That the Goldsmiths, the Goldsmiths, 
The Gold and Silver Goldsmiths may. 
With gold and silver plenty. 
And treasures never empty. 
Thrive on 'till the latter day, 
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THE EPICURE. 



Fboh Jordui'B " Triumphs of London," 1675. I have mentioDsd 
(Fageinls, P&rt I, p. S4,) that Ritson has prioCed this song in his 
coUeotion of" Ancient Songs," but I omitted to say that the veraes 
thCTe are transposed, the sixth taking the place of the ftourth, &c., 
while the two concluding versesareeDlirelj omitted. He speaks 
of " a oopj of it, nith considerable Tariations, and some addi- 
tionsl stanzas in the valuable collection of Major Pearson," 
which was no doubt printed for the use of the ballad-singers, as 
many of Jordan's songs were of a popular character, and much 
song in his own day. lUtaOQ entitles it " The Town Gallant;" 
in the p^eant it is called " The Epicure ; suog by one in the 
habit of a town gallant," and is thus introduced : — " his lordsbip 
and the guests being all seated, the city muaick begin to touch 
their iostnuaeots with reiy artful fingers, and after a lesson beiog 
played, and their ears as well feasted as their mouths; an acute 
person with a good voice, good humour, and audible utterance, 
(the better to provoke digestion), sings this new drolL" I have 
adopted a few of lUtsou's readings where they improve the sense. 



Lbt U3 drink and be meny, dance, joke and rejoice, 
With claret, and sherry, tbeorbo, and voice ; 
The changeable worid to our joy is unjust. 
All treasure'B uncertain, then down with your dust; 
In frolicks dispose jour pounds, ehiUings, and pence, 
For we shall be nothing a hundred years hence. 

We'll kisB and be free with Moll, Betty, and PhiUy, 
Have oystera and lobsters, and maids by the belly } 
Fish dinners will make a lass spring like a flea. 
Dame Venus, love's goddess, was born of the sea ; 
With her and with Bacchus we'll tickle the sense. 
For we shall be past it a hundred years hence. 
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Tour most beautifnl bit, Umt hath &1I ejes upon her, 
That her honesty sells for a hogo of bononr, [splendor, 
Whose lightness and brightneaa doth shine in such 
That none but the stars are thought fit to attend her ; 
Though now she be pleasant and sweet to the sense, 
Will be damnably monldy a hundred years hence. 

Then why should we turmoil in cares and in fears, 
Turn all our tranquillity to sighs and to tears ? 
Let's eat, drink, and play, till the worms do corrupt us, 
'Tis certain that I^}st mortem nulla voluplas : 

Let's deal with our damsels, that we may from thence 
Have broods to succeed us a hundred years hence. 

Your usurer that in the hundred takes twenty, 
Who wants in his wealth, and doth pine in his plenty. 
Lays up for a season which he ne'er shall see. 
The year of one thousand eight huadred and three ; 
His wit, and hia wealth, his law, learning, and sense, 
Shall be turned into nothing a hundred years bence. 

Your chancery-lawyer, who by subtilety thrives, 
In epinning out suits to the length of three live^ 
Such suits which the clients do wear out in slavery. 
Whilst pleader makes conscience a cloak for his knavery, 
May boost of his subtlety in the present tense. 
But turn est mverttiu a hundred years hence. 

Your most Christian Hounsieur, who rants it in riot, 
Not suffering his more Christian neighbours live quiet; 
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Whose numberlesB lemons tliat to Urn belongs, 
Congigts of more natioDE than Babel has tongues : 
Though num'rous as dust, in despight of defence, 
Shall all lie in ashee a hundred ^ears hence. 

We mind not the counsels of such bloody elves. 
Let us set foot to foot, and be true to ourselves ; 
Our honesty from our good fellowship springs. 
We aim at no selfish preposterous things. 

Weell seek no preferment by subtle preteuce, 
Since all shall be nothing a hundred years hence. 



THE COFFEE HOUSE. 
DuUMa the ttiga of Charles n, coffee-honeeB met with luch 
f*Torabla patronage that they quickly spread oyer the metropolis, 
and irere the nsnal meeting places of the roving cavaliers who 
seldom visited home bat to sleep. Edward Hatton, in hia " New 
View of London," 1708, toL i, p. 30, has given a curious acoonnt 
of one of the earliest establishments of (he kind : he says, " I 
find it recorded that one Jamee Farr, a barber, who kept (he 
cofffee-hoose which ie now Ihe Rainbow, hy the Inner Temple 
Gate, (one of the first in England), was. In the year 1657, pre- 
sented by the Inquest of St Dnnslao's in (he 'WeB(, for making 
and selling a sort of hquor called coffee, as a great nuisance and 
prejudice to (he neighbourhood, &o. And who would then have 
thoi^ht London would ever have hod near three tboosond such 
nuisances, and (ha( coffee would have beeo, (as now), so much 
drank by the best of quality and physioiana." The song here 
printed tHm the same pageant as the preceding one, afibrds a 
very curious piotore of the manners of the limes, and the sort 
of conversadoD then asually met with in a well K^uented bouse 
of the sortj—the "Lloyda" of (he seventeenth oeotnry. 
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Tou that delight in wit and mirth, 

And love to hear Buch news 
That come from all parts of the e&rth, 

Turhs, Dat«h, and Danes, and Jews ; 
m send j& to the rendezvouz, 

Where it is amoaking new; 
Go hear it at a coffee-house. 

It cannot but be trne. 

There battels and sea-fights are fought. 

And bloudy plots displaid ; 
Thej know more things than e're was thought, 

Or ever was bewray'd ; 
No money in the mintiag-house, 

Is half so bright and new ; 
And coming from the Coffee-House, 

It cannot bnt be true. 

Before the navies fell to work, 

They knew who should be winner ; 

They there can tell ye what the Turk 
Last Sunday bad to dinner. 

Who last did cut Du Kuiter's* corns, 

* The Dutch admiral who, !□ June 16(iT. duhed into the 
Downs with a fleet of o^hly sai!, and many fire-ahips, blocked 
up the mouths of the Medway and Thamea, destroyed the 
fiirtifications at Sheemeaa, cut away the paltry defences of booms 
Bod cbsing drawn across the rivers, and got to Chatham, on the 
one dde, and nearly to Graiesend on the other. The king 
having spent in debauchery the money voted by parliament for 
the proper support of the English navy. 
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Amongst hie jovial crew ; 

Or nho first gsre the devil horns, 

Which cannot but be true. 

A fisherman did boldly tell, 

And strongly did avouch, 
He caught a ahole of maokerell. 

They parle/d all in Dutch ; 
And cry'd out Yaw, yato, yaw, mine hare. 

And as the draught thuy drew, 
They stunk for fear that Monk" was there; 

This sounds as if 'twere true. 

There's nothing done in all the world, 

From monarch to the mouse ; 
But every day or night 'tis faurl'd 

Into the coffee-house : 
What Lillyt or what Booker J cou'd 

By art not bring about, 

* GeDertkl Hook and Priace Rup«rt were at thb dme coni' 
manders of the Eogliah fleet 

f lilly wu the celebrated astrol<^r of the protectorate, who 
earoed great Ikme at that lime by predicting, iii Jane 1619, "if 
now we fight, ■ victory stealeth npoiiuB:" a lackjguew, dgnallj 
verified in the Ung's defeat at Nasebj. Lill; thenceforth always 
■aw the stars favourable to the Puritans. 

{ This man waa originally a fishing-tackle maker in Tower 
Street, during the reigu of Charlea I. hnt turning enthoaiast, he 
went about prognoiticating " the downfkll of the King and 
Popery ;" and as he and Us prediodons were all on the popular 
ude, he became a great man with the auperstitioua " godly 
brethren" of that day. 
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At coffee-house youH find a brood, 
Can quickly find it out. 

Thej know who shall iu times to come. 

Be either made or undone, 
Fnun great St Peter's-street in Rome, 

To Tnmbal- street' in London. 
And likewise tell at Clerkenwell, 

What whore hath greatest gfun ; 
And in that place what braz^i-face 

Doth wear a golden chain. 

They know all that is good«r hurt, 

To damn je or to save ye ; 
There is the colledge and the court, 

The country, camp, and navy. 
So great an university, 

I think there ne'r was any; 
In which yon may a scholar be, 

For spending of a penny. 

Here men do talk of every thing, 
With large and liberal lungs, 



' Tumbol, or TumbaU-Btreet as it is still called, bad been for 
■ centurj- preTious of inraniDiis repute. Id Beaumont and Flet- 
cher's plaj, " lie Knight of the Burning Peetle," one of the 
Udieg who is uadergoiiig peaance at the barber's, has her 
character aufficientlj poioted ont to the audience, in her deolara- 
tioD that ahe had been " stolen from h«r friends in Tumbal 
Street." 
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Like women at a gossiping, 
With double tire of tonguee, 

Tlieyll give a broadaide presently, 
'Soon as you are in view: 

With stories that youTl wonder at, 
Which they will swear are true. 

You shall know there what fashions are, 

How perriwigga are curl'd ; 
And for a p^iny you shall hear 

All novels in the world } 
Both old and young, and great and small, 

And rich and poor yonl see ; 
Therefore let's to the coffee all. 

Come all away with me. 



SONG ON NEW BEDLAM. 

BBTHLEaEH Hotpilal, or u it ismore nanoll; called. Bedlam, took 
that DUDS from the original direction of its founder, Simon Fils- 
Mbtj. (sheriff of London in 124G), irho desired thftt in token 
of Bubjeclion uid reverence, one mark sterling should be pud 
yearly at Easter to the bishop of Bethlehem or hb nuncio. The 
earliest notice of luoatics received there is in 1403, wben the 
house afforded slielCer to nx of them, and three uck persons. 
It was purchased by the city in 1546. In 1644, forty-four 
luDstios were kept there, but the revenues did not defray oue- 
tbird of the expenditure ; the bouse was sRerwnrda enlarged at 
the eipenae of the ci^, who also paid for its nuunlenance. The 
btdlding commemorated by this song was commenced in 1675, 
and completed in the year fbOowing, when Jordan composed it to 
be sung in the Guildhall on Lord Mayor's day, and it is printed 
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in his pagMnt for SirThomu Dariaa'a mayondtj, 1676, entided 
" Loodoa'B TriumphB." The Lord Msyot is still Oorernor of 
tluB Hospital. 



Tbis ia a structure fair, 

Bojally raised ; 
The piouB fouadere are 
Much to be prused, 

That in such times of need, 
When madness doth exceed, 
Do build this house of bread, 
Noble New Bedlam. 

'Tia beautiful and lai^e 

In constitution ; 
Deserves a liberal charge 
Of contribution. 

K I may reach so high 
To sing a prophecy, 
Their names shall never dye 
That built New Bedlam. 

Methinks the Lawyers may 

Consult together. 
And contribnte, for they 
Send most men thither ; 

They put 'em to much pain, 
With words that cramp the brain, 
'TiU Bedlam's flll'd with plain- 
tiff and defendant. 
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Quacking physicinna should 

Give money freely j 
They maculate men's blood 
And make them seely ; 

With hydrargyrum pills. 
Their reasons and their wills 
They ruine, and this fills 
Most part of Bedlam. 

So good a work as this 
Cannot want actors; 
But ill no more insist 
On benefactors. 

But hint such as I see 
Hypocbondriack bee, 
That are in some degree 
Fit for New Bedlam. 

That amorous soul that is 

Id love a quaker, 
And doth adore a miss 
More than his Maker, 

Decks her in silk and furr. 
Then turns idolater, 
Kneels down and worships her, 
He's fit for Bedlam. 

The young man that has got 

A golden talent ; 
And hath a brain-sick plot 
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To seem a gallant ; 

That richlj is arraj'd, 
Spends land, and shop, and trade. 
To be a Hector made. 
Is fit for Bedlam. 

The citj-Iad that sings, 

Rhimes, droUs, and dances, 
And all bia business flings 
Away for fanciea ; 

He that lets his angels fly, 
'Till he's not worth one peny, 
To study poetry, 
Is fit for Bedlam. 

Wbilet some with brandy burn 

Their guts with drinking; 
Philosophers do turn 

Their heads with thinking; 
He who is such a one 
As studies for the stone, 
'Titl's brains and his money's gone. 
Prepares for Bedlam. 

That churl who gold hath won, 

And dares not use it. 

But hath a squandering son 

Doth game and lose it. 

His brains do greatly err: 
He that with water cleer 
Would fill a colander. 
Must do't in Bedlam. 
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He that with an estate 
Weds a poor beaatj. 
Who to disdain and hate, 
Turns love and duty ; 

It doth his reason daunt. 
He has a bargain on't, 
Worse than the elephant, 
And's fit for Bedlam. 

I cottld tell many more, 

(I have enroll'd 'em), 

Should I declare my store. 

As I have told 'em ; 

With mortar, hricb, and stone. 
Could they their bailding run. 
From thence to Islington, 
Twould never hold 'em. 



THE MAD BECTARY. 
From JohUh'b "London's Triamphs," 1B77, where it b printed 
without a title. It was sung in Guildhal], after dinaer, to the tune 
of " Tom-a-BedliLni," b; "one of Che cit; mnBicians, being attired 
like a NeW'Bedlamite, with apt aclioii, sod audible Toice." It 
giies a cimom detail of the many forms of belief which distracted 
the religionists of the CromwelliBn age ; Biehop Corbet had pre- 
viously vrrittea a song which maj be found in Percy's " Be- 
liqaea," in exactly the same measure as this by Jordan; it is 
called " The Distracted Puritan," but it deals with the madness 
of that class only, and Jordan may, in the present effusion, hare 
carried out a wish to enlarge the idea of the worthy bishop, if 
not to rival him. 

7 2 
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I AH the vofiil'st n 

That e'er eame near your knowledge ; 

I thrice have in 

New Prison been, 
And twice in Bedlam Colledge : 
Tn hunger, cold, and darkness, 
I was a very sad man. 

But I will show, 

And tell you how 
I first became a madman: 
Then give me room, give me breath, give me hearing, 
My name is Captain Pigeon, 

When English-mea 

Fell out, I then 
Did alter my Religion. 

A Protestant I first was 
The Church is. my recorder. 

And then I did, 

(As I was hid), 
IJOTe decency and order: 
The Cominon Prayer and organ, 
The surplice, copes, and rotchets, 

I then upheld, 

'TiU I was fiU'd 
With Presbyterian crotchets. 
Then did I turn from the right to the left side, 
Amongst a flock of widgeons, 

I was so bad, 

I fell starit mad, 
With changing of religions. 
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I tum'd a Presbyterian, 

And did maintain much fopperj ; 

The devil and we 

Did all agree 
To fight and pull down Popery. 
We beat up drums for nothing, 
The cause looked like a riddle, 

Two fools were stout, 

And did fall out 
Who should lie in the middle- 
Then did I turn from the right t« the left side, 
With a troop of widgeons. 

Who filled my brains 

With pangs and pains. 
Begot by new religions. 

Next I tam'd Anabaptist, 
Aud prayed by the spirit; 

To preach and print. 
Make mouths and squint, 
We thought was mighty merit. 
We slighted steeple houses,* 
Stables we met together in. 
With yea and nay 
We did beti'ay 
Our Presbyterian brethren. 
Then presently was the ^League and the Cov'nant, 
(Which destroy'd allegiance), 

• Tha name soornfuUj' bestowed on churches by these mel 
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Quite tambl'd dowa 
With king and crown, 
To let in more religions. 

We puUed down all the croaees, 

And gained the people's cnrses, 
Tbey were so pin'd 
They could not find 

A cross left in their parses.* 
We broke all painted windows. 

In churches and in chappsla, 
We did DO good, 
But shed the blood. 

Of Lucas, Lisles, and Capeh.f 
Then did we cry to the right, to the left, 

We'll muster up our legions ; 
Then I was Koax't, 
And finely fox't. 

With many mad religions. 

Then I became a Brownist,^ 
And was a saint perfidious. 



* The cainage of England htd genendl; a large cross upon 
the reverse ; it began to be diacantioaad, at dmes, in the reign of 
Charles I, and was entirely left off daring the Commonwealth. 

"f Sir Charles Lucas and Sir Oeorga Lisle were shot by Fair- 
fax, at Colchester, in 1648. Lord Capel was beheaded with the 
Duke of Hamilton, and tlie Earl of HoUsjid, in Palace-yard, 
Westmiinster, March 9th, 1649. 

} The Brownists, or Separstista, receired their name from 
Robert Brown, who, toward the middle of Elizabeth's reign, was 
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We preach'd, we pray'd. 

Poor meo betray'd, 
And this we call'd religious. 
In pulpits we put red-coates. 
To make oUt faction prouder, 

They filled our earea 

With bandoliers, 
Pikes, pistols, guns, and powder. 
Then did we cry to the right, to the left, 
We plunder'd pigs and pigeons; 

And thus did I 

At length comply 
With all sorts of religions. 

This sect I soon deserted, 
,And quickly made an end on't, 
And like an elf 
I made myself 
A plotting Independant.* 
No government they owned. 
As I did understand 'em. 
For they confeat 
It pleas'd 'em best 
To reign and rule at random. 

a preacher in the dioccBo of Norwioh ; he wm descended from ■ 
good family, and is raid to hare been a near relation of Jjoid 
Burghlej. They argued for a total separadon from the Church 
of Engknd, renouncing all communion nith her. not only in the 
prayers and ceremonies, but in hearing the word, and ^e sacra' 

* This class of men were originally Brownists. 
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Faces about to the left, to tke right, 

Wee'll pull down all the regions. 
From rocks and shelves 
Well steer our selves. 
And be of all religions. 

The next I was a Seeker,* 

Then I grew something blinder. 

For in my jouth 

I loBt the Truth, 
And knew not where to find her. 
Then I turned Antinoniian,t 
When T from that was driven, 

A Leveller{ 

I did prefer, 
To make my bnuns lie even. 
But Mtill I cry'd, from the ri^t to the left. 
Let's face about, ye widgeons; 

For I protest 

This is the best 
Of all my new religions. 

* A scut ihikl uLuiiuM] ils uune from the dixilarmtion of con- 
stantly " seeking the Lord," made bj iw followers. They were 
Rometimea termed Vuiists, after tbe j'ounger Sir Harry Vane, 
nho was of this persuasion, and, like them all, a great mystic. 

t A sect who taught an oquality of persons, and justifying 
fiiith, or freo grace, entirely indnpendent of works. 

J The Levellers were the bitterest opponenta of Charles I, or 
Ahab, as they termed him, and were for "no king but King 
Jesus ;" they were of moat ungovernable turbulence in the early 
part of the civil wars. 
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We aJl had equal lordships, 
No power we did pray to. 

Fifth Monarchj" 

Did then paas by, 
And I must do as they do. 
This made my judgement stagger, 
My brain began to burn too, 

I grew amaz'd, 

I star'd and gaz'd, 
And knew not what to turn to. 
Yet still I ciyd, from the right to the left. 
Let's face about, ye widgeons, 

lie not take in 

Till I have bin 
A man of all religions. 

I weary was of this, too, 

And needs must be a Shaker,t 
Which made me sad. 
Then I ran mad. 
And so became a Quaker. 
I changed to an Arminian, 
And would have been a Papist, 
But having not 
Much learning got, 

* The Fifth-Monarchy men were violent oppositiooigts, and 
belioved in an »pproBching millenniuin, (the fifth great prophetic 
monarchy of Scripture — sec Dan. vii 13, Zrwft. i, &c.) when Christ 
ironld reign for » thousand years, Hilh [he aunts for his ministers. 

t A class of fanatics who excited themselves sc all their meet- 
ings until tbey shook and leaped in their prayers. 
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I last of all tuTo'd Atheist. 
Thus did I &j from th« right to the left, 
■And they will prove but widgeons, 

Who in their youth 

Let go the truth. 
And turn to new religions. 



SONG IN PRAISE OF THE MERCHANT-TAYLORS. 

!Fhom Jordan's " Londoii's Qlory, or the Lord Major's Show," 
1 68U. It is Bung ill the laat pageant, " The Palace of Pleasure," 

and is a carious specimen of tbe songs composed expressly in 
praise of the companj to whom tbe major belonged, sjid who 
were on these occauons selected tor UDUsaal landadon ; the citj 
poets regnlarl J Insisting on their superiority over all others. This 
praise was, however, as regulnrlj transferred to another company 
in the jear following. 

Of all the profeasiona that ever were nam'd, 
The taylor's, though slighted) is much to be fam'd : 
For various invention, and antiquity. 
No trade with the tayler's compared may be ; 
For warmth, and diatinction, and fashion he doth 
Provide for both sexes, with silk, stu^ and cloth. 
Then do not disdain him, or slight him, or flout him, . 
Since, (if well coneider'd), you can't live without him. 
But let all due praises, (that can be), be made, 
To honour and dignifie the tayler's trade. 

When Adam and Eve out of Eden were hurl'd, 
They were at that time king and queen of the world ; 
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Yet this royal couple were forced to play 
The tajlera, and put themselTea in green aray : 
For modesty, and for necessity's sa^e. 
They hod figs for the belly, and leaves for the back ; 
And afterward clothing of sheep-skins they made, 
Then judge if a tayler was not the first trade. 
The oldest profession, and they are but raylers, 
Who scoff and deride men that be merchant- tayters. 

Some say that the shomaker's trade doth out-go him. 
But I am persuaded it is much below him ; 
When he's at the bottom, the tayter's o' th' top, 
When the shomaker kneels, the stout tayler stands up. 
Embracing and lacing his madam so fair, 
And decking her body with robes debontur : 
But only this fault I do find with his trade, 
Of late there's small diff'rence 'twixt mistress and maid. 
And yet, for all that, I do count them but raylers, 
Who shall undervalue the brave merchont-taylers. 

If princes and people stark naked should go, 
Who could their gradations of digni^ know ? 
It would pretty modest feir virgins perplex, 
'Cause nakedness shows the distinction of sex. 
And therefore the taylor, to fortifie nature. 
By 'art, in formalities, covers the creatnre: 
To every person he gives a due dress. 
Which doth in fit order their callings express. 
Then let all your praises be properly made. 
To commend and dignifie the taylers trade. 
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With various peraons in babita he deob. 
And with outward ehapes, inward secrets conceals: 
Distortions of body, and foulness of mind, 
That under good clothing yon can't quickly fiad: 
A miss in high habit hath often been seen. 
Though as rank as a goat, yet as rich as a queen; 
Such power hath apparel that covers the skin. 
All embroyder'd without, and corrupted withiu. 
This falshood doth not in the tayler's art lurk. 
But in the foul members that set him to work. 

Kings, princes, dukes, marquesses, earls, visconnts, 

lords. 
Have royal apparel from tayler's shop-boards ; 
Grave bisbopsand judges, knights, gentlemen, yeomen. 
With all the degrees of men, children, and women; 
All sorts and distinctions of land-men and sailors, 
Are rob'd, gown'd, and coated, and tackled by taylers. 
In gallant apparel your martial-man thunders. 
Good clothes and good courage, too, daily do wonders. 
He that hath poor habit, and is out of fashion, 
la slighted, and seldom obtains estimation. 

Nine kings of the brave merchant-taylers are free, 
As twenty-two princes and dukes also be ; 
Twenty-seven bishops, right reverend and good, 
And forty-seven earls are of tltis brotherhood ; 
With seventy-seven bold barons and lords. 
As may be produc'd from our ancient records. 
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Then judge if the dignify'd tayler have not 

Cauae for estimation, ne're to be forgot. 

Since none of good fashion, but ranters and raylers, 
Will wrong the right worshipful, the mercliant- 
taylera. 



THE PROTESTANTS' EXHORTATION. 
FaoH the same pageant as die preceding. This is a curious 
speciiDen of whatpaSBed for propriety of opinion at this unsettled 
period. Eoatilitj to the Cstholica is strongly urged, and the 
"unanimitj" at "the late electioa" insisted on, although Sir 
Patience Ward, the mayor, fromhiacoastant opposition to the en- 
croachments of the court party, was exceedingly unpopular with 
the king', who managed in the following year, in opposidon to 
the cidzens, to get Sir John Moore into the office of mayor, who 
was a tool in the hands of the court, and endrclj betrayed the 
city. After the sherilb, (Papillon and Dubois), hud been elected 
in the nsual muiQer, Moore, at the request of the king, set them 
aside, and nominated others, by drinking to them, — sn obsolete 
cnatom then done away with, they being always elected by the 
common halL A poll being demanded, they were i^ain returned 
by on immense majority ; the mayor then declared the election 
irregular and riotous, Chief-Jusdce NorUi and the Council 
backed him, and Dudley North, (brother to the Cbief-Juadce), 
and Kich, both courtierB, were illegally thniat into their places- 
Actions at law were commenced against Filkington, the late sheriff, 
by way of revenge, and he was taxed with accusing the Duke of 
York with burning London in 1G66 ; be nis sentenced to pay 
£100,000 damages, by the king's packed jury, under the aurveil- 
lonoe of bis new-formed aherifis, and Sir Qeorge Jefierys, now 
Recorder of London and rapidly rising in faTour. Sir Patience 
Ward, who did not swear as was wished, was prosecuted with 
peculiar malevolence, found guilty of perjury, and sentenced to 
the piUory. Moore was rewarded by having "an hononrable 
addition" granted to his coat-of-arms, " for bis great and eminent 
serricea to the crown ;" which was " the lion of England upon 
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s canton." NevBT nu the Britiah lion more degraded thui when 
pUced by a dissolula u>d unprindpled king apon the irma of 
a man who, ha>ing »woro to protect the citisens' rights as their 
chief mtgistnle, belnyed tbeiT Inleresta, ud pared the way for 
Charles to depriie them of their charter. 



What is the cruel cauae 

Of our diseeiition, 
That holy and humane laws 

Yield no prevention ; 
That our poor land hath been 

FiiU'd all to pieces j 
And still our sorrows keen 

Daily increases ? 
If you would know for what, 
Reason will tell you that 
'Tia because we do not 

Ijove one another. 

Such a conunand aa this 

'Twaa made by him that is 

The prince of princes i 

The power of love ia of 

A fruitfull nature, 

When it drops from above 
Into the creature ; 

It doth corroborate 

And fortify a state. 

Then, before 'tis too late, 

Love one another. 
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Daily diseeutionB rise. 

Brother 'gainst bixither : 
Son agsinat father fljes. 

Daughter 'gainst mother. 
Strange contrarieties 

Do rule men's reason : 
Whilst England's enemies 

Are hatching treason. 
And driving on that plot, — 
(They think we have foi^ot,) 
'Cause they see we do not 

love one another. 

If concord be the way 

To peace and plenty, 
Discord must needs destroy. 

And make aU empty. 
Houses and kingdoms that 

Are so divided. 
Are in a desperate state, — 

Grrossly misguided. 
The dangers of our land 
We never can withstand 
'Till we're nnited, and 

Love one another. 

Let us not mingle ottr 

Faith with our fancies ; 
And leave the substance for 

Small circumstances. 
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THE PLOTTING PAPISTS' LITANY. 
FooM the uune pageant M the prerioiu song. Jotdui tells va 
that tbe preceding one " being ended, they handle their instni' 
menla again, and plaj divera new ayies, which having done, 
three or fonr habit thenuelTei according to the hnmonr of the 
song, and one of them ohantelli forth another song in the same 
tone irith that last aung." The first verse allodes to the pre- 
tended Popish plat of the infamous 'Btaa Oates, which set the 
nation at that time in a ferment. 



Though our plot be betra/d, 

Let us pursue it, 
We need not be dismfty'd, 

We will renew it ; 
Therefore, let us implore 

Those saints above us, 
Who have done so before. 

And, therefore, love us. 
Joyntly, tlien, wee! agree 
To sing a Litany,* 
And let the burden be 
Ora pro nobis. 

* Parodies on the litany were, at this period, &r from 
nncommon. Sotxedy an; collection of political poems or songs 
is without several bi Thompson's " Collection of one hundred 
Mid dgh^ Lojal Songs, all written unce 1678," is printed " a 
litany from Geneva," the ninth verse containing in its last line 
m allu^n to the last of the ci^ laureates, in the words: — 

" from brawDj Settle's poem ia pn»e, 

Libera ma dotDiae.' 

Hone's celebrated defence on his three trials in Guildhall for a 
nmilar parody, may be consulted with advantage on the esrlier 
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You that have been, aa we, 

Engaged in dangers, 
Listen to ub that be 

Heretick-rangers ; 
Do you our suit prefer, 

And send unto us, 
Least Doctor Provender 

Do quite undo us. 
You that kings undertake 
To kill, for conscience sake, 
Clement and Raviliac,* 
Ora pro nobis. 

You that were two of those 
Bxcellent members. 

Who did assist in the 

Plot of November's ; 



■nd Ister hislorj of Ihe same practice. In biabook on " Ancdeot 
JiCj'steries," he liints that the oelebratioii of lord nuijor'» d>; by a 
mock Lilan; on the asme Spot, niglit hare been among the aer- 
licesble precedents cited to the juriea, had he been then awara 
of the eiiaieDce of the one here reprinted. 

• The friar Jacques Clement murdered Henry HI of France, 
because he imagined thathefaTouredtbe Protestant party ; pre- 
tending buuneis of import&nce, he guncd admission to the king, 
and while he examined the letters he brought him, stsbbedhini in 
the bowels, a wound of which the king died on the following 
da;, the and of August, 1569. Fnincia Bavaillac, who bad been 
a schoolmaster, murdered the succeeding sovereign, Henry IV, 
from the same motive, on the 14th May, IGIO, in his coach, as he 
passed through the streets of Fsris : his ideas having been 



who 
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What you did leave andone, 

That we may do it; 
Grant as your oriaon, 

And prompt ns to it 
Ye that like hooded hawkB, 
Wronght in dark lanthom walks, 
Djgbj* and Guido-Vaui, 
Ora pro nobis. 

Great Cataline, do thoa 

Aid and assist ns ; 
That in what we shall do 

None maj resist ns : 
Bratna and Cassins, 

Inspire ns in season, 
And qualify ns with 

Mnrder and treason. 
Tou that have plotted more 
Than men have done before, 
Gusman and Gundemore.t 
Ora pro nobis. 

• &T Eserard Digby cm only doini the diBioDoarable dis- 
tino^Q of a mention with Onido Fawkes, to the neglect of such 
men as Cateaby, from the cirtmnutanoe of the leading poaition 
his wealth and oonDectioiu enabled him to take in this celebrated 
oouspiraoy. A carioas relic of the moat courageous of the band 
ezista In the Bodldan picture gallery ; it is the lanthom fonod 
upon Gnido Fawkea when he was discorered in Ibe Tanlta be- 
neatJ) the Eooses of Parliament 

* Count Gondomar was ambassador from ^ain la the court of 
King James L He was greatly desirous of perfecting the pro- 
posed marriage of Frince Chaiiei with the Infants of Spain, and 
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Woolsey, that Uv'd i' th' reign 

Of old King Harry; 
And 7011 o' th' flaming tnun 

To Phil, and Mary, 
Teach us, that we with sticks, 

Fire-brand, and fuel, 
May burn all hereticka, 

And prove as cruel. 
You that consutn'd by Are 
Ridley and Latimer, 
Bonner and Gardiner, 
Ora pro nobis. 

You that with arguments 

Sophisticated, 
Raifi'd several diaconteuta, 

Aa 'tis related : 
You diat made subjects 

Forsake their obedience, 

his intri^ei made him exceedingly uapopulnr in England. He 
was mainly instmmmtal in bringing Raleigh to the block, 
Midobtainedgrestaaoendency over that weak-minded soTereign, 
King James I, by flattering hia wealineaseB, until, as he boaaUd 
to the Spanish oourt, " lie thought more of their Interests than 
of those of his own ianiilj." James had an ei^er desire to 
parade his learning, and Oondomar was a good Latin scholar, 
and, as one means of ingradating himself with the king, used lo 
talk bad Latin in his presence, that he might have ^e pleasure 
ofpabliclycorreotinghim,GandamaT londly protesting he epoke 
itontbe authority of most learned teachera. "He was," aaya 
Home, "a man whose flatter; was the more artful, because 
covered with the appearance of frankness and sincerity ; whose 
politics were the more dangerous, because disguised under the 
maaqoe of mirth and pleasantry." 



n,oii,7=rir, Google 



THE CIVIC GARLAND. 

And taught them to abhor 

Oaths of allegiance : 
You that could souls trappan, 
With disputes off and on, 
Parsons and Campion,* 

Ora pro nobis. 

You Irish champions, that 

In warlike manner, 
Against the Church and State 

Advanc'd jour banner ; 
Raise up our spirits, we 

May be courageous ; 
England's o'erthrow will be 

Much advantageous: 
Fitz-Geraldt and Tyrone,? 



• Eieculed with other Bombh priesta during the reign of 
Elizabeth, for s pretended conspiracy sgidnst her life ; the wriUng 
and diatiibudng of works furoarable to the Church of Rome was 
all that conld be clearly proved againBt them. 

t The rebellion of Lord Thomas Fitzgerald occurred during 
the reign of Henry VIII, in the year 1333, upon a belief IhM 
his father, the Earl of Kildare and lord deputy of Ireland, who 
had been summoned to England, had been executed in the Tower 
for treason, a charge of that crime having been mode against 
him by his enemies the Butlers. Lord Thomas and his five 
uncles had possession of tbe six strongest castles in Ireland, and 
their insurrection became most formidable ; after defeating the 
Eughsh forces he was uldmately obliged to surrender to them 
on their promise of a free pardon, " The five brethren," bis 
uncles, were treacherously seized at a banquet, and afier a long 
and cruel imprisonment in the Tower of London, they were all 
beheaded with their nephew, the young Earl, in February IS3T. 

t The Earl of Tyrone headed the Irish rebellion in the latter 
years of the reign of Elizabeth, iu which he waa much assisted 
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To yon we cry, O hone ! 
Gregory and Pope Joan, 

Ora pro nobis. 

Hubert, whose fatal brand 

First fir'd the city,* 
By hereticks' command, 

Dy'd without pity: 
Coleman,^ that great statist, 

Whoae bciuns were working 

by the SpanUh king, in revenge for the usiBUnce that queen 
had ^ven to the Stales of Holluid, vho had reTOlled from their 
all^^ce to him in the earlj part of her reign. Tyrone wu 
finally defeated on Christmas Eie, 1601, when he advanced 
against the English army, under Lord Mauntjoy, at Kinssle, 
with a force of 6000 native Irish, sod 400 foreigners, to the 
aaustance of Bon Jnan D'Aguilar, who was in that town with 
4000 Spanish troopa. This viclorj, and the ravages of tamine, 
broDght tlie Irish to extremities, and Tyrone, after flying from 
place to place, surrendered to Moun^o; at the end of 1G02, on 
a promise of life and lands, which the queen reluctantly obeyed. 
During the reign of Jamea I, he was sospected of engaging in a 
new rebellion, and fled into Spain, leaving bis eaormoua posses- 
sions as a forfeiture to the crown. 

* This Hubert was a Frenchman, who was Dotoiioualy insane, 
and he aceused himself of having, vrith two others, set fire to the 
first honse bant in the great fire of 1666. There were none to 
proaecDte or aocDse him, and his confea^on was so disjointed, and 
so clearly betrayed the stale of his intellects, that the chief-jnS' 
lice told the king he could not believe him guilty. He was 
evidently a poor distracted wretch, weary of his life, and anxious 
to part with it in this way. Yet the jory found him guilty, and 
the king and judges, notwithstanding their oonviodon, allowed 
him to be eceouled. 

* Cokman was the secretary and confidential agent of ihe 
Duke of York, afterwards King Jamea II, nod was wxused in 



n,oii,7=rir, Google 



THE CITIC GARLAND. 

Whilst Jesuit aad prie^ 

In holes lay lurking ; 
This plot to pass to bring. 
Stout GrTOve and Pickering,* 
Employed to kill the king, 

Ora pro nobis. 

You that in bloodj ways 

Have lately trod free. 
Who set an end to th' days 

Of justice Godfrey,t 
ThoQgh a prais'd raagistrate, 

He was against ns. 
And did deserve our hate. 

And much incens'd us: 



167B, hy th« infiunotu Titus Oniee, m the chief o 
the &inaua Popish Hot for the destrucdon of Charles U, aad the 
intToduction of the Bomish religion. It was prored fgroni his own 
letters, (perhaps to the anrprise of Oalas), that he had spited 
both to the Fope and others for money and udataoce in " the 
utter ruin of the Protestant Party," and be was executed as a 

* These two were the men who, according to Oates and Bed- 
loe, were employed by the Popish party to shoot Charles IS. 
Upon the perjuMd and oontradictorj eridenca of these two 
scoundrels they were found guilty and executed. They died pro- 
fessing their innocence, but the received opinion about Jesuidsm 
prevented alike any belief, and any pity. 

t Sir Edmnndbnry God&ey, who had taken the deposildoDS 
on the Popish plot, and excited himself greatl; in the matter. 
He was found murdered immediately afterwards, a t^rcalnstaiice 
that inflamed the whole nation, and gave the greatest strength 
to Oates's peijuries. 
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Green, Buiy, Hill,* that dy'd, 
Althongh for murther try'H, 
By ug y'are sanctifyd. 

Ora pro nobis, 

Ireland and Whitebread,| too, 
Harcourt and Tomer,} 

For whom there is in woe 
Many a elose mourner ; 



* These Qaee men, who were emplojed about the Queen's 
Ch&pel at Somerset House, (from whence Sii Edmondbury 
OodfTe3' had disappeared), were hung at l^bnni for his murder, 
upon the evidence of one France, a Catbolio SilveTsmiCh, who 
had, it appears, been tortured to coofess, and had accused these 
unfortanate men to free himself from prison, and save his life. 
FriiurOBe Hill, near London, close to which the bodj of Oodfrej 
was fonnd, was at this time re-named " Qreenberry Hill," from 
the names of the three supposed murderers. The smaller hill 
beside it, now formed into a reserroir, was previous to that 
change, called by the lower classes, " bloody hill," probably in 
reference to the same erent 

t Both these men were accused by Titus OaCes as the prime 
morers of the Popish plot to'assassinate Eing Charles IL Ireland 
was a Catholic priest, and Grove and Pickering, who were to do 
the murder, acted under the directioa of him and the others, it 
was said. Ireland was Med by Lord Chief- Justice Scroggs at the 
Old Bailey, December I7th. 1678, and was executed at Tyhum 
on the Snd^of January following. Whitbread, styled in his trial 
" l^omas White, alios Wbitbread, FrovinciBl of the Jesuits in 
England," was tried on the 13Ch of June, lG79,siid was executed 
at Tyburn on the SOth of the same month. 

} William Harcourt and Anthony Turner were tried with 
Whitbread Ibr partidpation in Cho Popish plot, and executed on 
the same day with him. Harcourt was termed by Dates the 
popish " rector of London." Turner was also a priest. 
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Fenwick and Gftven," and 
Langhom the learned,! 

That plotted hand in hand, 
'Till 'twas discerned ; 

Who by the lawa of late. 

And heretical hate, 

Did all submit to fat«, 

Ora pro nobis. 



THE PLANTBBS* SONa. 
This is analher Bperimea of a trade-Kmgi it occurs io Jordan's 
" London's Joy," for Kr John Moore of the Grocers' Company, 
who was mayor in 16S1. It was sung in the last pageant that 
day exhibited, " an Indian Garden of Spices," emblematic of their 
trade ; — " on this stage are several planters, tumblers, dancers 
and Tanll«r«, all blacks, men and women, nho are supposed to be 
brought orer by the GovemeBS, (Fnicdfera), to celebrate the 
day, and to delight his lordship with their ridiculous rusticity, 
and mimical motion ; one of which crew having a song composed 
for the purpose, being endued with a melodious voice, doth in a 
proper posture extend bis jawes, and chanteth out this madrigal 
to a pleasant tune." 



• John Fenwick is called in the slate trials "Procurator for 
the Jesuits in England." John Gavan, alias Gawen, was a 
priest, and these two men wero also sacrificed to the perjury of 
Gales, on the same day as the others, and for the same pretended 
plot to murder Charles, and establish Fopery. 

-f BJchard Langhorn was a lawyer of the Temple, and, accord' 
ing to Oates, was employed as solicitor for the Jesiuts, and in 
connexion with tbe enemies of tho state and religion, both in 
Spain'and St. Omer's. He was tried on the 14th of Jime, 1679, 
and executed at Tyburn on the I ith of the following July. 
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We are jolljr planters who live in tte East, 

And fumisb the world with delights when they feast; 

For by our endeavours this country presumea 

To fit them with physic, food, gold, and perfomea. 

Our trading is whirl'd 

All over the world, 
Id vast voyages on the ocean so curl'd: [know 

France, Spain, Holland, England, have sent men to 
Where jewels are found, and bow spices do growj 
Where voyagers with a small stock have been made. 
By the wealthy retnms of an East India trade. 

From torments or troubles of body or mind. 
Your bonny brisk planters are free as the wind; 
We eat well to labour, and labour to eat, 
Our planting doth get us both stomach and meat. 

There's not better physic 

To vanquish the phthisic, 
And when we're at leisure our voices are musicj 
And now we ore come with a brisk drolling ditty, 
To honour my lord; and to humour the city. 
We sing, dance, and trip it, as frelick as ranters; 
Such are the sweet lives of your bonny brave planters. 

Our weighty endeavours have drams of delight, 
We slave it all day, but we sleep well at night; 
Let us but obtain a kind hour to be merry, 
Our digging and delving will ne'er make us weary. 

And when we do prate 

In reasons of state. 
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Whst'e wanting in vit will be made up in weight; 
TheyTl currently paas I do aimply euppose, 
At tbem no wise man will take pepper i' th' noBe. 
No vannters, or flawnters, or canters, or ranters, 
Do lead such a life ae the bonny brave planters. 

Of cinnamon, nutmegs, of mace, and of cloves. 
We have so much plenty they grow in whole groves; 
Which yield such a savour, when Sol's beams do bless 

'em. 
That 'tis a sweet kind of contentment to dress 'em. 
Onr sugars and gums. 
Our spices and plums, 
Are better than battels of bullets and drums. 
From wars and battalias we have such release, 
We lie down in quiet and rise up in peace; 
We sing it, and dance it, and jig it, and skip it. 
Whilst our Indian lasses do gingerly trip it. 

Our gracious good governess hath brought us over 
To England and London, thnt we may discover 
The generous triumphs that this year doth wiut 
To honour the day of their wise magistrate, 

A merchant of fame. 

Let's love him for shame; 
For moor is our nature, and Mooa is his name; 
They feast him with dfunties, in peace let him reign. 
The more is his honour, the more is our giun. 
God prosper the king and enthrone him with bliss. 
And bless the lord mayor who his lieutenant is. 



n,oii,7=rir, Google 



THE CinC GARLAND. 93 

No ranters, or vBuntera, or chatiaters, or flaiinters, 
Doth lead such a life as the bonu^ boon planters. 



BONO OP THE CLOTH-WORKEaS. 
Pbihtbd at the end of Settle's " Trinmplu of London, prepared 
for the eDterUdnnient of the Bight Honourable Sir Tbomu 
Lane," 1694. HulordihipwuoDeoftheClotbirorkcrBCompuiy, 
and this tnde^ong maj be Cakfen as a favoiirable spwomen of 

Come all tlie nine Bisters, that fill the great quire, 
For here's a rich theme must the Muses inspire. 

The Clothworkers' glory, 

So fur lies before ye; 
So famous and antient their honour be^un. 
When Adam first delv'd and our mother Eve spun. 

Nor the gold, nor the pearl old England shall lack. 
Ton send out your cloth, and the Indies come back. 

On your fair foundation 

The wealth of the nation. 
Our wool and our web, the supporters of crowns, 
"Tis wooll-aacks found bridges, and fieeces build towns. 

Whilst thro' twelve starry signs, as Astronomers say, 
To circle the year, drives the great god of day. 

Thro' Aries and Taurus, 

Triumphant and glorious, 
Whilst the ram in the heavens does so splendid appear, 
'Tib the Clothworkers' crest begins the fair year. 
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Let misers id garrets hide ap tlieir gtty store, 
And heap their rich bags to live wretchedly poor; 
Tia the cellar alone with true fame is renown'd, 
Her treasure's diffusiTC, and chears all aronnd : 
The gold and the gem's but the eye's gaudy Ury, 
But tiie vintners' rich juice gives health, life, and joy. 
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Of tho legonds in old Englisli Alexandrine 
■verm, whicli ooaatituto a oomplete Liber Festivalis 
in metre, for the whole year, one has already been 
presented to the members of the Percy Society, 
by Mr. Wright, in the publication (No. SLViii) for 
August 1844 ; namely that of Saint Brandan. 
That is distinguished above others by the singu- 
larity of its subject-matter : the present is one of 
those lives of saints, which relate to English 
history, and is by far the largest in the whole 
work. Not only does it afford such a view of the 
life and character of that remarkable prelate 
Thomas Eeket, the far-famed Saint of Ganter> 
bury, as was popularly entertained from the time 
of his death to the Beformation, but it fixes the 
period of the authorship of these legends, and, 
above all, enables us to ascertain the name of 
their author. 

Numerous copies of the whole, or of detached 
portions of this work, are extant in manuscript, 
and extracts from them have been given by vari- 
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0U8 authora; among whom may be mentioned 
Ashmole, in whose " Institution of the Order of 
the Garter"* are given five lines of the Life of 
Beket, from a valuable MS. in his awn collection 
at Oxford, now marked No. 43. That copy con- 
tains no fewer than ninety-five articles, beginning 
imperfectly with Saint Wolstan, (whose day falls 
on the 19 th of January,) and ending with Saints 
Oswald, Thomas of Canterbury, and Edward the 
GonfesBor : they are all in the order of the calen- 
dar except these last, whose days are 5th August, 
2dth December, and 5th January respectively. 
Two of them, therefore, are wrongly placed, and 
Beket'a life is, of all the saints or festivals treated 
of by this author, the latest in the year. In the 
Harleian MS. 2277, which begins with Benedict 
Abbat (this copy being defective as far as 21st 
March),t the life of Beket is the latest which 

* 1672, fol. p. 21. 

t " Its imperfection at the beginning maj have deprived 
lu of the author's name, whit:h after much search I cannot 
now retrieve; having tittle reaaon (o believe him to be that 
John Qoldestone mentioned by Pita, p. 407, who ia stud to 
have compiled Sermotie» de Sanctis, and to have flouibhed 
A.D. 1320, because it does not appeax that he was poetically 
given, or that he wrote in the English tongue; and besides, 
the handwrtting of this MS. seems to be older than that 
year,"— " Although the name of our old English poet may at 
thie time be difficult to find out, jet the thing itself is of 
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relates to saiflta : but legends of Judas lacariot 
and Pontius Pilatus follow. It is from this 
latter manuscript that the text of the following 
pages, as well as that of Saint Brandan's legend, 
is printed : both manuscripts are of one a^e, the 
latter part of the reign of Edward I., having 
been written (as nearly as can be conjectured) 
about the year 1300. The Editor has not found 
opportunity of using any other manuscript, ex- 
cept some parts of the Arundel MS. No. 8, in 
the Heralds' Office, which is as late as the middle 
of the fifteenth centary, and contains only the 
legends of Michae] the archangel, and Thomas 
Beket, following a copy of the Brute Chronicle, 
which terminates with the death of King Henry V. 
la his description of the last mentioned manu- 
script, the Editor first put forth an opinion,in 1829, 
that these legends " were evidently written in the 
time of Edward the First, and very probably by 
the author of the Ohroniole called Ilobert of 
Gloucester's, the style and metre of which bear a 

considerable value, not only upon ocoount of its rarity, (I 
not rememberiiig to have met witb any other exemplar of 
it), but also for the purity of its language, its age consi- 
dered, and the correctness of him who wrote it." — (Wanley, 
Harieian C(U(d^>ffae, n. 637, 639.) There are, however, 
several MSS. in the Bodleian, especiaUy the Temon MS., 
and at Cambridge, beside Harl. 22G0 in the British Museum, 
which last does not contain the life of Beket. 
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complete resemblance to these oompoBitions."* 
In the same year, Sir Frederick Madden avowed 
the aame opinion, in his edition of Havelok the 
Dane, which passed through the prees at the 
aame time as the Editor^s work here quoted. 
Shortly after, the Editor had the opportunity of 
confirming that opinion, by perusal (among 
others) of the poem contained in these pages, 
which affords demonstrative proof of the identity 
of authorship between the Chronicle of England 
and the Lives and Legends. When therefore the 
Ashmoleao MSS. passed under his review, for a 
critical description of their contents, in 1831 and 
following years, he hesitated not to intitle the 
before-mentioned manuscript (No. 43), thus: — 
" Lives of Saints and Legends of the Festivals, 
in the order of the English calendar, composed m 
Alexandrine verse by BoBERT OP Gloucester, 
the author of the antient Metrical History of 
England."+ 

A scanty acquaintance with our early language 
is enough to refute the erroneous opinion of 
Warton, (who has quoted the first lines of 

* " CattJogue of the AnindeJ ManuBcripta in the Libraiy 
of the College of ArmB, 1829, Not published." (London, 
6to.) p. 14. 

t Catalogue of the Ashmoleam MSS. by W. H. Blach, 
(Oxford, 1648, 4to.) eol. 64-68. 



Bekot'8 Life from a Dodloian MS.)' that thia 
work was writteo in the time of Kiohard I. ; the 
notice of the translation of Beket, from hia grave 
to a oostly Bhrine, which took plaoe in 1220, dis- 
proves it at once. Moreover, there ia the life of 
one English Saint contained in the aeries, who 
was the eeve^h mtccettor of Beket in the see of 
Canterbnry, and died so late as J 6th November 
1242, — namely Edmund, commonly called of 
• Pounteney ' or Pontigny, from his burial-place 
in Franoe.t This Archbishop was canonized in 
1246: therefore the work could not have been 
written till the middle of the thirteenth century, 
about which time Sobert of Gtloucester flourished. 
His Chronicle comes down to the year 1270;| 
and if the last leaf of the Gottonian MS. had 
been preserved, it would doubtless appear to have 
terminated with the death of King Henry III, 
in 1272, or the coronation of Edward I. Unfortu- 
nately we know nothing certain about the author, 
except one autobiographical notice in his Chron- 
icle : for the manuscripts of that work are as des- 
titute of title or colophon, as those of the Legends 

• History of Engliah Poetry, (8vo. ed.) 1. 19. 

+ Harl. MS. 2277, i. 163. Aahm. MS. 43, f. 177. See 
also Heaine'a extracts from Mr. Sheldon's MS., in his 
Glossary to Robert Mannyng, (' langtofl'a Chronicle',) pp. 
607-609, and 611. 

% See p. 570 of the printed copies. 
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are. The only authentio manuaoript, which is in 
the Gottoni&D Collection, Caligula A. XI., has 
this modern beading, " ffistoria Regum AngUw 
ad Simricttm Tertiwn, a Boherto Glocettreaai, qui 
eodem tempore Jhruit," which is not older than Sir 
Kobert Cotton's time ; and, whatever evidence 
might then have existed for that name, certainly 
none of a direct nature is now known, although 
the passage alluded to strongly confirms it. The 
author describes a great darkness which happened 
on the day of " the murder of Evesham," {" for 
battle it was not," says he) ; and adds "/or thirty 
miles thence, this saw Boberd, kKo first this hook 
made, and was well sore afeard."* The event hap- 
pened on the 4th of August, 1266. The distance 
of Evesham from Gloucester, being about twenty- 
five miles, well agrees with the supposition, (if it 
were no more than a supposition,) that this 
Robert was a man of Crloucester; and the dialect 
of hia work agrees equally well with that of the 
county. 

It has already been shown that the exact simi- 
larity of versification, style, phraseology, and 
dialect, first led the Editor to consider both 
works to be the production of one and the same 
author: but the proof of this opinion consists in 
the identity of considerable portions of the Life 

* Printed text, p. 660; and Hearne's Preiiice, p. Ixyjii. 



n,oii,7=rir, Google 



of Beket with the text of the Chronicle. The 
most remarkable of these is the description of 
the murder, where thirty successive lines are 
alike in both poems; but neither these nor any 
other passages, which exactly correspond, can be 
considered as interpolations, but are evidently as 
genuine portions of the Chronicle aa they are of 
the Legend. For the better manifestation of 
the fact, all that portion of the Chronicle, which 
relates to Beket's life and disputes with the King, 
his murder and its consequences, and his transla- 
tion, is given in the Appendix, from the Cottoni- 
an MS.,* and such references are made in the 
notes, from one text to the other, as will enable 
the reader easily to find the corresponding pas- 
sages, and to arrive at the inevitable conclusion, 
that they have both prooeeded from one mind 
and one pen. It might indeed be said that they 
are inseparably parts of each other, but for the 
fact that the details of Beket's history are omitted 
in the great oompilation, founded on the basis of 
Aobert of Gloucester's " Englysshe geste in 
ryme," which was finished on the 6th of August, 
1448, and is preserved among the MSS. in the 

* It will b« seen in the Appeodiz that one whole line, 
timitt«d b; Heame, has been restored, bj following the MS. 
nther than the printed text. 
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Heralds' Office.* In that copy, after the eighth line 
of the portion quoted in the Appendix, no fewer 
than eight pages and a half of Heame's text are 
left out, and the following lines are inserted in 
the stead, amongst the prose additions made by 
compiler of that historical manuscript: — 
" And man; other thingus mo, of Sejnt Ttomaa dedes, 
Ibat felle by tmxt him and the Kyng, in his Lif may ma 

la the xj. C. yete of grace, this good man, Seynt Thomas, 
And Ixxj. thui imartlred vas." (Fol. 246.) 

Let it not be supposed that these are genuine 
lines of the original poet, for the compiler of that 
manuscript has taken the liberty of altering 
Bobert's text throughout, and of adding or omit- 
ting ad UbUuTO. The variations, at the foot of 
Hearne's pages, are a proof of this ; although they 
afford no adequate idea of the extent to which 
the original work has been altered, by the anony- 
mous historian. It is remarkable that he refers, 
in the lines here quoted, to the " Life" of Beket, 
which in all probability was the poem contained 
in these pages: for, although numerous Latin his- 
torians are quoted by name, in the prose additions, 
the only reference to a written testimony occurring 
in the old ryme, is to the metrical ' romance' of 

* Fully described in W. H. Black'a Catatoguo of the 
Ajundel M8S., No. 58, pp. lOt-llO. 
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Biohard Ooaur de Lion, whiob is ^ven at tuB 
leogtb in the Heralds' MS., while here, probably 
by reason of the greater frequency of copies of 
the Saints' Lives, he contents himself with refer- 
ring to tbe Legend of Thomas ; and this reference 
may, perhaps, be regarded as the indication of an 
acknowledgment that the two works had proceed- 
ed from one author. 

There are fifteen or sixteen Lives of other 
English Saints contained in the work from which 
thiB of Beket is taken ; among which may be 
traced some other correspondences with the same 
author's CbroDiole. These, being short, may 
occupy the pages of some future publications of 
the Percy Society, and serve to throw some far- 
ther light on the interesting question of their 
authorship. Cert.^nly they would greatly con- 
tribute to illustrate an edition of the metrical 
Chronicle, from the contemporary manuscript in 
the Gottonian collection, part only of which has 
been printed by Hearne, and that without the op- 
portunity of collating his printed sheets with the 
original, by reason of his distance from London. 
Should the Editor's time permit, and the Council 
of the Society approve, he would gladly undertake 
the performance of what is due to so venerable a 
writer, and one who has for almost half his life 
been on^.of his favorite authors. 
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The text of the following pagea is taken from 
the Hfu-leian MS. beforementioned, written little 
later than the author's own time. The Editor 
has thought proper to preserve, in every line, the 
colon which marks the ccemra, as in that and 
other antient copies; in the hest manuscript of the 
ehronicle a single point occurs, both in the middle 
and at the end of every line. In addition to a 
modern punctuation in other respects, he has 
carefully marked those syllables which need to be 
peculiarly accented or distinctly expressed, for Qxe 
completion of the metre, which will be found 
tolerably regular, and equivalent (if each couplet 
were divided into four lines) to the later ballad- 
measure, or the ' common metre' and ' short metre* 
of modem psalmody. Heame's glossary to the 
ohroniple will serve equally to explain this legend, 
to those who are unaccustomed to the language 
of the thirteenth century. 

The portrait of Beket, prefixed to this work, 
is copied in facsimile from an antient drawing vrith 
pen and ink, among other religious pictures, in the 
Black Book of the Receipt of the Exchequer, 
preserved in the Public Record Office, Bolls 
House; where it follows a Calendar of Saints' 
Days, and extracts from the Gospels, formerly 
used in the administration of oaths in the Court 
of Receipt. This picture is not less remarkable 



for its appareot authfloticity (being at least a« 
old aa Beket's translation in 1220) than for the 
singular fact of its escape from the destruction 
levelled by King Henry VIII against every relic 
and vestige of the saint that his fury could reach, 
not excepting his very name. The Society is in- 
debted to the kindness of Mr. Fairbolt, for the 
gratuitous execution of the engraving. 

W. H. BLACK. 



Mill Yard, Londtm, 

27lkJvnf, 1S4S. 
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THE LIFE AND MARTYRDOM 



THOMAS BEKET, 



Gilbert was Thomas fader name: that true was and 

And lovede Grod and holi cburche: eiththe he wit un- 

derstod. 
The eroicS to the holie lond: in his junghede he nom, 
And raid on Richard, that was hie man: to lenisiilem 

com. 
There hi dude here pelrjnage: in holi stedSs faste, 
So that among the Harazyns: ynome hi were atte laste, 
Hi and other Cristene men: and in strong prisoun ido, 
Inmeseiaeandinpyneynouj: of hunger and chile also. 
la atrongS swynche nijt and dai: to ofswynche here 

met« stronge: 
la 3uch swjnch and hard^ lyve: hi bileyede (hem 

th03te) louge. ic 

Forful other half jer: greate pyne hi hadde and schame. 
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2 LIFE AND MARTYRDOM 

In the FriDceB houB of the lane: Admiraud was his 

name. 
Ac Gilbert of London; best grace haddS there. 
Of the Prince andall^ his: among aJle that ther were. 
For oft£ a] in feterea: and in othe[r] bende, 
The Prince he servede atte mete: for him thojte hende. 
And ofte the Prince al so god: in consail him wolde 

drawe. 
And of the manere of Engelond: him eschce, and of the 

So that me wolde his felawes: moche god oft^ do. 
For his love, and hi forde: the bet for him also. ^ 
And nameliche thnrf a maide: that this Gilbert lovede 

The Princes doujt«r Admiraud: that hire hurte al ope 

him caste; 
That lovede him in dumS love: in gret mumynge 

and in wo. 
ForthePrincesheirheowas: for henadde children no mo. 
Of hire he hadde Iut6 blisse: and lutS harm hit was. 
For heo com to betere ende : as 30 schulle ihure that cas. 
This maide that lovede so: this man durnSIiche, 
Heo epac tho heo 303 hire tyme: with him priveiliche; 
Andeschtehim of Engglonde: and of themanere there. 
And of the Ijf of Cristene men; and what here bile- 

v6 were. "^ 

The manere of £ng£londe; this Gilbert hire tolde fore, 
And the tonn het Londone: that he was inne ibore; 
And the bileve of Cristene men: this blisse without^i 
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OF THOMAS BEKET. 3 

In hevene schal here medS beo: whan hi schulle hennS 

wende. 
" Woldestou," quath this maide tho: " ho ao it wolde 

bede the," 
TholiedethforthiLouerdealove?"thi8Gilberteeid^"j6j" 
And that him verSswithSleof: hosohimthertobronjte. 
Tho this miude him ise3 so stedeiast: heo stod longe in 

thojte. 
" Ich woIB)" heo seid^ "al mi lond ; leve for love of 

the, 
" And Cristene womman btcome: if thu wolt spoosi 

me." *" 

Tho Gilbert ihurd^ this; he stod in gretS thojt, 
And feignede his word her and ther: and ne grantede 

nojt. 
And seidehewss alto hire wille: botehemoatebithenche. 
For he was stronge adradjut: of wonrnianea wrenche. 
He drof hire evere biheete: this maidS longede sor^ 
And loyede him durnSliche: evere the leng the more. 
Gilbert and his felawea siththe: as God the gracS sende, 
Frisoun brekS and by nijte: out of the londS wende. 
Therere amorwe that hem scholde: to herS labour lede, 
Kuate he tho he mist£ hem: what him was to rede, so 
Faste he suede after hem: he and otbere mo, 
Ac er hi come to Crietene men: me ne mijt hem nojt 

ofgo. 
Ac whan hi nemijte no][t}hemoftake: ajenhiturndS 

tho. 
And dnde h^e beate a3e the Prince: ac evereft he 

was wo. 

b2 
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4 LIFE AND MARTYRDOM 

The maid^ makede deol ynouj: that beo was evere ibore. 
For al the ioye of tbisse lyve: hire tliujte heo hndde 

foriore. 
Heo wep and makede so moche deol: tbat me ne burde 

nevere more, 
Ne telle of womman tbat me wiste: that love abonjte 

80 sore. 
For bi nijte heo wende alone: heo nustS whoderward, 
And of spensg with hire oom: to BiehS Gilbard. W 
And bileTede al hire grete heritage, and hire cun also, 
Andnesparedefornosorewe: that mijte come hire to; 
Ne for siknisse, ne for deth: ne for sorewe, n© for wo, 
Ne for peryl in the see: na londe nothe mo; 
Ne that heo scholde among Cristene men; vilera than 

an hound beo, 
Ne that bi ne knewe hire specbS nojt: ne heo nuste 

whoderward teoj 
Ne what he scholde alyve: this Gilbert fyndS o3t, 
Ne whar be wolde hire spousi: whan heo him hadde 

al isojt. 
And nathHes heo wendS forth: with wel god pas. 
Hon tbinjth thou, nas heo hard! no3l? for gode me 

thinjtb heo was. ""> 

Heo nom and eschte to Engflonde: and gret peryl 

an bonds nom, 
So that in pyne and wo ynou: atte laste heo com. 
And tho heo was alles thtder ieome: heo ne coothe 

Englisch word non. 
Bote " Londone, Londone:" to esche whoderward gon. 
Andtbertburfme tajte hire the wei: so that heo thider 
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OF THOMAS BEKET. 5 

And jeode abontS as a beet : th&t ne couthe no wyBdom, 
As heo were oi nnother wordle: that fulc thicke 

ynouj. 
To biholde such a mopisch best: aboute hire ther drouj. 
And nameliche junge childerne: and wyldE bojea alao, 
For the wonder suede hire: and scornede hire 

therto. 80 

So that mid noyse and criynonj: attan ende bi cas, 
Tho heo com 33^ thulkg hous: ther this Gilbert was. 
As Seint Thomas was inne ibore: joyful was that cas, 
Ther is nouth an hospital: arerd of Seint Thomas. 
As Richard therinnS was: the noyse he iliurdS there. 
Out lie jeodS forte awaite: what that wonder were. 
He stod, tho he Lire ikneu : as a man that were forloi-e, 
In gret wonder he orn in: and tolde his louerd fore- 
This Gilbert th05t£ woader gret: ac thenehesoun wel 

lie thojte; 
He het Richard that he hire nome; and amid a god 

wyf brojte ** 

Ther bi^de, that faire yno«: and with fair semblant 

Attan ende tho this Gilbert: bifore this maide com. 

This mtude ful uprijt iswoje: tho heo him isej, 

That deol was among al that folc: that ther was tho 

nej. 
This Gilbert him huld somdel stille: a^ him nothing 

nere; 
Ac six Bischopes thulkS tyme: at Seint Poulgs were, 
As hit were at a parlgment: for neodi^s of the londe, 
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6 LIPB AND HABTYRDOH 

This Gilbert in this wonder cas: him gan miderstonde, 
And jeode and toldS everechdel: red alto afonge. ^'*^ 
Therof hem wondrede alle: and in consail Btcxi6 longe. 
The fiischop furst of Chichestre : bis avys aeidS thanne. 
That hit was a bitokninge; of God and nojtof manne; 
And that God wolde that hi were ispoused: and such 

cas sende therfore, 
And that ther mi5te Eum hoU child: bitnene hem beon 

ibore. 
Therfore alle hi radde: and bituene hem gonne bi»eo, 
That this Gilbert hire scholde spousi: if heo wolde 

Cristene beo. 
So that this maide amorwe: tofore this Biachops com. 
Hi radde hire for Gilbertes love: afongS Cristendom. 
"Wei fawe^" quath this maide tho: "if he me wolde 

epousi ojt. 
"For je mowealle miderstonde: if y naddethatitbojt, 
" I nadde bileved al mi con: and so wide him iaojtjCiJ'' 
" Ne mid hunger and other wo: him so deore abojt." 
This maide ibapti^ed was: among the Biachop[B3 echon, 
And he3e men therate of the lond: ther were menion. 
For reverence of the hejfi cmine: and the gentyl blod 

also, 
Of wham heo com, and for heo was: semee and fair 

therto. 
Of this Bischops hi were anon: isponsed in the 

place. 
Ech man mu siggS wel: that ther was God£s grace. 
For the fnrste ni3t i^terward: Utuene hem bi3ute was 
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The god6 child of wham we speketh: the holi Seint 

Tliomas. i^ 

This Gilbert amorwe: so gret wille him com to, 
To wende eft to the holi lond: that he nuate what do. 
Of his wyf was hia mestS care: hou scholde fram hire 

beo ibrojt, 
That was bo jung, and heo ne couthe: of the londea 

lawe no5t. 
So moche he carede dnrneiiche; that hit was care 

to iseo, 
His wyf was eke in grete thojte: wherfore hit mijtS beo, 
And dradde that hit were for hire: for hi were is- 

poused so, 
Ne mai no man clenS telle: of here beire dume wo. 
Thia 5nnge wyf oolde fyne: on hire louerd to gredo, 
Forte thench^soon of hie sor: al clenliche he hire 

sede; i*" 

And hou his care was al for hire: to the holie londe to 

wende. 
" Sir6," seide this godS wyf: "oure Lonerd hia grace 

the sende I 
'' Lute we habbeth to gadere ibeo: and lutS joye afonge, 
" And if thu wendest thanfi wey: oute thu worst wel 

longe, 
" Ac nojt for than ic bidde the: if tha hasle wille 

and thojt, 
" In oore Lonerdes servise to wende: ne lef hit for me 

" For ich hopie that mi Louerd: that me hath iwiat 
herto, 
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" The while t)>at y ne kneu him no3ti 30! he wole also. 
" And eke sou ic am of his: therfore ic biddg the, 
" K thu wolt wende in hla aervise: ne lef it n03t for 

me. '** 

"Ac bilef me Richard thi man: that mi wardeyn 

mowe beo, 
" That knoweth me and mi langage: forte ic the eft 

Gilbert tho heo hurdS this: in gret ioy was ido, 
He ordeyned wel his hous: and hts meyne also; 
And his wyf hou heo libbS scholde: forte God eende 

other sonde, 
And wende forth a Godes name: to the holi londe. 
And was oute threo jer aud an half: er he &jf: com. 
Tho he com he fond hie gone: a god goinge grom. 
Theonige fair and manliche: aa eni child mijte beo, 
Ech man tolde of him pris: that him mijte iseo. l^^ 
Wel he wax aud ithe3: and to eche godniase dronj, 
jung he was to akole iset; and spedde wel ynou3. 
His moder him wolde aldai rede: and ofte on him crie. 
To ledS chast lyf and clene: and fleo lecherie. 
And lovie tofore alle thing: God and Seinte Marie, 
And servie hem and holi churche: and leve alle folic. 
This child the3 hit were jung; wel hit underatod, 
For aeli child is sone ilered: ther he wole beo god. 
Tho this child was bot in elde: of tuo and twenti 3er, 
His moder wende ont of tbisse lyve: that so wel him 

loved er. 160 

This child wotd leng to scolS go: ac his fader him iiolde 
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For child that hath his moder ilore: bis help is moche 

bi hynde. 
This child thurf hie fader heste; as man that no red 

not, 
S^rede abnrgejs of the toun: and his accounts wrot, 
So long^ that he com to court: and waa in god offiz 
With the Archebischop of Canterburj; SireThebaud 

god and wya. 
He servede him so hendeiichei that in a lots stounde. 
He makede him his consailler: so stedefast he him 

founde. 
His Areedekne be makede him sitbthe: and dnde al 

bi hia rede. 
Swithe wel gan tliia Areedekne: boli churcbelede, ^'"> 
And stifliche huld up hirS lijtes: as meni men ise^e, 
And therof noldfi tholie wrong: thej he acholde tber- 

fore deye, 
Wel ofte he wende to Rome: for boli churche also, 
(Sucbe prelutj non an urthe: tofewe ther beoth ido,) 
So thattheDucof Normandie; ymaked was al in pees, 
Henri Kyng of £ng€lond: after Stevene the Belees. 
He lovede moche wel to do : and gode men to htm nom, 
This Henri the godS Kyng: tho be to londS comj 
And fosdede to habbe god conaail: and wys thurf al bis 

my3te, 
Forto holds riche and pore: and eche man to riste, l*> 
Of the Ardekne Thomas: me tolde him sone ynouj, 
Hon be stable and wya: and to eche godnisse drouj. 
Thurf the Archebischopes grant: he makede him 

Chanceler, 



n,oii,7=rir, Google 



10 LIFE AND MABTYBDOH 

For evere me mountej him above: that hareth meat poCr. 
ThoSeintThoma3wasitumd:framoffi}ofholichurche, 
To a gret offij of the wordle: therafter he moste wurche. 
Alto Qoblej of the worlde: bis contenaoce be bron5te, 
That me ne huld non ao prout: thej other were in hia 

thojte. 
With more noblei he rod yuouy. than be was woned 

to do; 
HialorejBB weren of golde: stiropeB and spores also. i^ 
Theple^besuedeof houndea; andof hauekesaUoTnouj, 
As men thojte Jn ecLg poynte: alto prute he drou5, 
Ac in his hurte hit was another: hou so he him evere 

here; 
I^And ever chaste thurghealthjng: how so ever it were.] 
And evere be was for holi churche: and for pore men 

also, 
Ajen the prontS conteckonrs: that wolde a}en hem 

051 do; 
To holde up the rijtes of holi churche: so moche wo he 

gan dryve, 
Ajen the lithere conteccours: that nuyede him of bis 

lyre; 
As the Archebischop tolde: wepingE wel sore, 
And othere ofte in priveitd: that lovede bim the 

more. *"* 

He wilnede mest of allg thing: and on oure Louerd gan 

That lie moste with onur: levC thulke baillie, 
And ech other service of court; bi the Kynges gode 
wille, 
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For he ne mijtS paye his court; bote he acholde his 

soulg spille. 
Ac the King him fond so stable: and ao god consailler, 
That he nolde maki for no thing: another cfaanceler. 
He tie triste to non so mochc: ne ther nas non ao he5, 
That 30 mocbe wiste hia priveitez: ne that him was so 

nej. 
So moche he caste his hurte on him : that on bis wards 

be gan do 
His eldeate sone Sire Henri: and hia heire also; "" 
That he were his wardeyn: and his ordeynour, 
To wiss€ him after his wille: a&d to the Kinges honur. 
The King wende to Nonnandie: to seo tourney there, 
And bilevede his sone with Seint Thomaa : that he liis 

wardeyn were. 
Bothethe fader and the sone: so moche here I076 caste, 
UpS Seint Thomas the holi man: the while it wolde 

ilaste; 
Ther nas non in EngSlonde: that hadde so gret poCr, 
OF the kynedom as Seint Thomas: that was Ghanceler. 
Hit biful siththe that Sire Tebaud: (as God the grac^ 

sende,) 
Tharchebischop of Canterbure; out of this wordle 

wende. aso 

The crie waa song widfi couth: among thue and 

freo, 
That Seint Thomas scbolde after him: Archlbischop 

beo. 
The King also in Normandie: tho me tolde him tlie cas. 
Anon bar his hurtS meet: to do ther Seint Thomas. 
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The Covent of Canterbury: desirede him aJao; 

So as mea wolde: ibroujt hit nas therto. 

At Westmyngtre he was icfaose: to thulkS hcje poEr, 

The vyfte jer that he was: ymaked Chanceler, 

Of elde he was thulke tyme: of four and fourti jer; 

His one deth he afeng: and his owe martirdom ther. 

For the Kyng was in Normandie: ipresented he t^*** 

To his jnnge sone in Bngelonde: for non other Kyng 

ther nas. 
Ac thejhitwereajenhiswille: henoldehit nojtforsake, 
Ac-he eschte in wliiehe manere: he scholde the croicS 

take. 
Me seide him that scholde afonge: holi churcbe so freo. 
That heo ne scholde under no man: bote under the 

Pope beo; 
Ne nothing thenche bote holdS up: holi churche lawo. 
"In thisse manere," quatb Seint Thomaa: *'ic hire 

afongg fawe." 
A Witsonedai this waa: that this dede com to ende, 
This gode man toward Canterbury: anon bimganwcnde. 
Al the contray with onur: to him com and drouj; C**" 
Ther was for him in Canterbury: ioye and blisse ynouj. 
The dai of the Trinite: isacred he was, 
And afeng bid dignete: the gode man Seint Thomas, 
Sire Henri the Kynges aone: waa at his sacringe, 
And sixtene Bischops ek: this dede to endS fortobringe. 
Tho this dede was ido: hi gonne to sends sone. 
After bis pallioun to Bome: as ri3t was to done. 
The Pope Alisandre: waa tho at Montpaillers, 
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Thider wende this wiag men; that were messagers.^" 
ITie Abbot Adam of ETesham: to here cheveteyn hi 

nome. 
To the Pope Alisaodre: to Montptullers hi come. 
Here erande hi hadd^ sone: for lie hem nothing ne 

womde, 
Hi neme of him here leve: and hamward aje tnnide. 
And this pallioun was: to Seint Thomas ibroujt : 
This gode man hit afeng: with wel mjlde thojt. 
Tho he was in hia dignete: al clanliche ido, 
He gan to changi al his lyf: and hia manere also. 
The here he dudg next his liche: hie fleschea maister 

to beo, 
Schurte and brech streit ynou5: adoim to the kneo. 
For he tho3te he mijtS wel: of othere hahbe maistrie. 
If he badde of his owe flesch: thurfout seignurye. ^sa 
If his sonlE maister were: and his flesch hire hyne. 
Him thojte he mijte his dignete: bringe to god f^ne. 
Above the here siththe: thabyt of monek he nom, 
And aiththS clerkSs robe above: as to hia stat bicom. 
So that he was withione monek: withoute clerk also, 
Thurf thabyt that he hadde on him: priveilicte ido. 
In penance and in faatinge: he was nijt and dtu. 
And in oreisonn bote the while: he aslepS lai, 2TO 

Evere wan he maesS song; he wep and si jtg sore, 
Paste he hastede therwith: ne mijtS no man more, 
Faire me feddc him attS mete: with great noble and 

prute, 
Andof thebestehim silveheat: gwith^ scara and lute. 
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Of his ordres he was wel streit: and he was in greete 

fere, 
Forto ordeini eni man: bote he the be(ere were. 
Idel Dolde he nevere beo: bote evere doioge he was. 
Of eche manere of betere lyve: nevere biachop nae. 
Sire Henry the EingSBSone: that with him was ibro}t, 
Levede evere in his warde; fram him he nold^ DOji-^W 
The love that bitoene hem was: such nas nevere 

Ne this child naddS of no man ; more love ne fairere eye. 
Siththe that hit biful that the King: traia Norman- 
die com 
To Engglond, to loke the stat: of hia kynMom. 
Seint Thomas nam with him: Sire Henri his sone. 
And wend^ faire ajen him: anon to South Hamptonne. 
Ther was ioye and blisee ynouj: tho hi t^^adere come, 
Hi custen hem faete and clupte: and herede Grod ilome. 
The King bilevede in Eng^lond; to loke his kynSdom, 
And to al his privei consail: Seint Thomas he nom; 
And huld him evere as he dude er; his hejiste t»o 

coQsailler, 
AndnoldehisthonkeshabbeihavedinoQOtherchanceler. 
Ac natheles whan he eni thing: dudS ajen rijte, 
Seint Thomas was therajen: evere bi al his myjte. 
Siththe hit biful that the Bischop: of Wircestre ded 

was, 
And Sire Gilbert Foliot: (as God jaf that cag), 
That was Biachop of Hereford: ibrojt was jiit tomore. 
And ymaked Bischop of Londone: that ne rende him 
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So that both the biachopriches: fulle bothe in the 

E7nge3 hond, 
Of Wircestre and of Hereford: as law6 was of lend. 
The Kjng ne jaf hem nojt anon: ac he huld hem 

inng longe, ^' 

In his hond that he my5te: the morS prou afonge. 
Hit ne likede nojt Seint Thomas: that holi church^ so, 
Scholde for a lut^ coveitiBe: in the Einges hond beo ido. 
Him thojte that hit was wel mochel: a5en onre Louerdes 

wille. 
And that the Kyng mjjt¥. so: holi churchS spille. 
In faire manere he bad the Kyng: that he ue scholde 

bilere. 
That thulkS tuei bischopriches: sum god man he jere. 
The Kyng anon myldfiliche: grantede his bone, 
And this biBchopriehes he jaf: tuei gode men wel sone. 
Sire Roger he makede a god man : Bischop of Wircestre, 
Sire Roberts sone that was: Eorl of Grloucestre. ^^^ 
Bischop he makede of Hereford: a good man ynouj, 
Sire Robert of Mulnes: that to alle godnisse drou}. 
Anojt Seint Thomas thojte wel: that he ne mijte 

all paye, 
The King ne his consail, bote he wolde: holi churche 

bitraye. 
In care and sorewe he was ynou : hou he mi3te bestS do, 
For he ne mijte nojt pae the Eyng: and oure Louerd 

also. 
Seint Thomas halewe thulkS jer: the churche of 

Redinge, 
Thatifoundedwasandarerd: thurf Henri ourS Eynge; 
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That l^th ther faire ibured : Williamea aone Bastard, sat 
InthulkSjerSBintThomaBckiBchrjnedeSeint Ednard, 
At yfestrnjastre aa he lith: that bifgre E^ng Williem 

Bote Kng Harald him was bitueue: for his poer do 

leng naa. 
The love waa erere gret ynonj: bituenS Seint Thomas 
And the King, forte the devel: hit deaturbede, aUaa! 
Lute and lute the contek aros: for porS manes rijte. 
For paye oureLouerde and the King: no man nemijte. 
The furstS tyme that Seint Thomas: outliche him 

Tithsede, 
Was for pouere men that the Kynge: dude an nnrijt 

dede. aw 

The King nom thurf al EngSlond: fram 5ere to jerS 

wide. 
After hiB wille a summe of pans: ideld in echS side. 
And siththe he let tharf enqueste: thurf the contray 

enquere, 
Hon moch echS man acholde paye: and what here rijt 

So longe that he nom it to tsillage: and eschte hit 

att^Iaste, 
Echo jur thurf a certeyn rente: thurf al EngSondS 

faete. 
What for eye, what for love: non him ne withsede, 
Ac erere tho5te Seint Thomas: that hit was an unri5t 

dede. 
He tho3te on God and on his soule; and bilevede man- 

hede, 



-,<:,- 7=rir, Google 



OF THOMAS BEKET. 17 

And to the King wel bald^liche: wende withontS 

drede. «*" 

" Sire," he seide, " if hit ia thi wille: thn ert riche and 

hende, 
" AndKyngof gretpoerynonj: oureLouerd thgmore 

eendel 
" A ttullage thu hast ech jer; thnrf out al thi londe, 
'* And eschet hit for a certeyn rente: with uiiri3t ich 

nnderstonde. 
" For certeTn rente schal beo itake: ech jer at a cer- 

tejn day, 
"And siththe a certeyn assigned: as thu wost by ri3t6 

lay. 
" Ac this nas no5t certeyn itake: eche 3er assigned is, 
*' Thurf enqneste of the contray: as tfullage, iwis. 
" Whar thnrf me thiD3th a certeyn rente: thn ne mi;t 

no}t make, 
" Ac a taiUsge and eumdet: with unrijt itake." ■** 
"Thomas, Thomas," quath the Kyng: "thn ert mi 

, Chanceler. 
"Thiian3te8tbetholdeap: thanwithaiggSmipoer.". 
" Sire," qnath this holi man : " ich habbe ibeo with th£, 
"And thu hast (God hit th^ julde): gretgod idome; 
" Ac another baillie ich habbe afonge; the3 hit were 

83en mi wille. 
" And ynemai no3t bothS wel: bote ich mi soule aspille. 
" For ich am alto lnt£ worth: that on forto loke. 
"Thanoe dnde he gret folie: that marS me Mtoke. 
" Therfore ich 3nld5 the up here: al clene the chan- 
celerie. 
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" And takS me to boli churche: to God and S^nte 

Marie." mo 

Tho was the King wroth ynoQ3: wrothere than he 

evere was; 
Ac nath^es hUfanrtfi bar: evere to Seint Thomas. 
The thridde thing 5ut meet of olle; in contek hem 

broujte. 
A preoBt ther was a lither man: that of Ciod no3t ne 

roujte, 
That of manalajt was bicliped: ftnd jnome also, 
And in the Bischopea prtsoiin was: of Salesbnry ido. 
The manea freond that was aslawe: suede up himfaste, 
So that the preost to jugement; ibro5t waa atW laste. 
Me acueede him faste of the dethe: ac he nanswerede 

nojt therto, 
And huld him fastetoholi churche: and npe non other 

nolde hit do. S'O 

Doked he was to pnrgi him: thnrf clei^e if he mi5tc, 
And therof him was dai iset: thurf holi church^ rijte. 
Tho the dai him waa icome: he ne mi5te him pui^ 

no}t; 
He was sone ilad a3en: and in prieoun ibrojt. 
Thanne was the Biachop in gret doute: what were 

therof to done, 
Forto habbg wisere red: to Seint Thomas he sende sone. 
And he aendg worde a^^ : that he scholde the preost take. 
And deaorde^ni him of his ordro: and a lowed man of 

him make; 
And siththe in strong warde him do: that he nevere 

out ne wende. 
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In penance and in pyDe7nou3'. hiBBynneforto amende. 
The Bischop of Salesburj: dude Seint Thomas heste.ssi 
So that this preost was ibro3t: in turnieut5 with the 

meste. 
So that the tethingS therofi to the Kjngg com, 
That a lilher theof and a manquellere: haddS ao lijt 

dom. 
Him thojt^ that hit nas nojt lawe: ne that hit mijte 

beo bo; 
And Phelip de Boys a canoun: him haddS eke mtsdo. 
Therfore was ech other clerc; the more ajeahis wille, 
Him tho}t£ SDCh lawe scholde: the pays of londe aspille. 
He nilnede ae god Kyng: pays in his londe. 
And in god entente wel hit do: he dude ech under- 

Btonde. »»** 

For the pays of the londe: he wolde hold^ also fawe, 
As Seint Thomas in his manure; holi churche lawe. 
He seide that the develes lymea: that ycrouned wer6 so, 
That mijtS so al longS dai: a5en his pays do. 
Forthe jugementwas solute: the lasse hi wddS doute. 
And do theofthe and robberie: in al the lond aboute. 
To Westmyetre he let suoini : the Bischopes of his londe, 
And Clerkes that grettest were ek; and he5ist, ich un- 

derstande. 
" Beans s^nuTB," he seide: " ynot what ye habbeth 

ith05t: 
" If 56 goth forth mid }our£ wiUe: oure pays ne worth 

rijt nojt 400 

" If a clerk hath a man aslawe: other gret theofthe 

ido, 

c2 
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" And beo mowe be desordeToedi and come to fyaS so; 
"Misdo bi wolletb al loogS day: and thenippe beo 

vel bolde, 
" And so scbal tbe pays of tbe londe: wol uvele beon 

ibolde. 
" For lute hi woldfi reccbe: to loose here ordre bo, 
" Whan for here ordre hi ne sparieth: theofthS forto do. 
" Ac evere the hejire here ordre is: me thinjtb, bi 

purlawe, 
'* The strongere scbolde here dom beo: whan hi wolde 

to theoAhe drawe." 
"Sire, sire," quath Seint Thomas: "(if hit is thi 

wiLe), 
"Loth ons were do eni thing: thi pays forto aspille. 
" Ac clerkes that becth yordeyned: thu west hi bereth 

a eigne, *ii 

" Tlutt hi beotb lymes of holi churche: that so worthi 

is and digne. 
" If hi were thanoe with thulkS eigne: to uvele dethe 

ido, 
" Aviled were and ischend; holi church^ bo. 
" If bi booth fuFBt desordeyned : for thulkS silyS dede, 
" And siththe thurf dom to dethe ido: hit nere nojt 

wel to rede. 
" For hit nas nevere lawe ne rijt: doble dom to take, 
" For o trespas as thn west: and sinne bit were to make. 
" And nnworthere than a lowed man :holi cbnrche were so, 
"For alewedmanforotrespas: nis bote ojngSment ido. 
"Therfore thi grac^ wo bisecheth: (if hit is thi 

wiUe,) «i 
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" That thn ne rere no nue lawe : hoH cliurche to spjlle. 
" For we biddeth ni3t and dai: as rijt is that we do, 
"For the and for tbi children ek: and for thikynedom 

also." 
"Beau sire," quath the Kng tho: "thu uust vel 

3'DOU3: 
" Ich hadde loth bi 1117110 coDcience: do holi charche 

eni WOU5. 
" Ac lawes ther beoth and custumes: that evere hab- 

beth ibeo iholde, 
" Of biechopes thurf al Engfilonde: as oure wicestres 

habbeth kolde. 
"And bi theKyng Henries dai: that cure ancestre was, 
"Iconfermed were and iboldS ek: that no man ther 

aje nas. *^ 

" Woltou thulke lawSs holde? do me to understondg 

sone." 
" We schulk do, sire," quath Seint Thomas: " al that 

is to done. 
" Alle the lawes and cnstumes: we woleth holde bi 

oufS mijte, 
"lliat beoth to holde and habbeth ibeo: sire, sauv6 

onr6 ri5te." 
" Sanf $oarS rijt^?" quath the Kyng: " beau sire, whi 

saiatouso? 
I'InS acholde nothing bi that word: a^ tbi willS do 
" That thn coldest siggS that hit were: a5en holi ckurchS 

rijtej 
"And brings so al mi lond: in contek and in fi3te. 
"Ac therwitbout^ old^ lawes; siker ich understonde. 
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'■That hit bftovenjrmooa: to the pays of mi londe,"**" 
"Sire, 8i«^''quath this holi man: " ne meve 3e 5011 rijt 

iK>}t: 
"Wei thu wost that ech of oua: er we were herto 

ibro3t^ 
" TninisBe the sworS, as ri jt waa: and arthlich onur also, 
" Sauve onre ordre and oure rijt: ac that was out ido. 
" Hou .Bcholde we nouth£ other do? ne aujte 5^ ona nojt 

beode. 
" For Godes love hold oas to ri3te: for je nabbeth noD 

other neode." 
"Teh iaeo wel, Thomas," quath the King : "wharto 

thu wolt drawe: 
" Thu ert icome to Iat2 forth: to bynyme ous ouri lawe. 
" Thu woldest me makemorS wreeche: than evere eni 

kyng waa: 
" Thu ert ieome therto to late; thu hast least ambezaa." 
The Eyng aroa mid wraththe ynou3: and let hem sltte 

eehon, <'i ' 

And to hie chambre wend forth : and no grett^ no3t on. 
Fram Londone he wendS sone: in wraththe as thej hit 

were: 
He ne setde no man of hla tho5t: ac bilevedS hem there. 
ThoBiechopeBtho5t£tho anon: that he was wroth ynouj, 
Ther wer^ fewe bote Seint Thomas; that toward him 

ne drou3. 
On Selnt Thomas hi cridSfaste: his th03t forto wende, 
Other he wolde al that lend : with thulke worth aschende. 
Enyghtes and othere eft come: that with the EingS 

were, 
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ADdbedSUmentontifliche: that lie iJiulkS word forbere; 
And that him werg gret foUe: the King in wratfathg 

bringe, '*' 

And desturbi al that lond: for so lutS thiage. 
Seint Tbomae in tbo5t£ longe: " LeoTe bretberen," be 

sede, 
"Kevere aje the Kynges bonur: yn^llS do no dede. 
" Ac ech word ich wole bileve: that 83^ the Kyngea 

Tho were thothere glad jnouj: tbo hi ihurdS this; 
And radde him wendS to tbe Kjmg: bis wratbtbS for- 

to Btille. 
"Leof me were," qostb Seiut Thomas: " mid rijt^ do 

his wille." 
To the E!yng be wende to Oxenford: and with him 

ther he fond *Tl 

Gret£ Eorles, and Barouns: the he5iste of the lond. 
The King him welcomed^ so; mid wel hit6 cbere. 
Bischopes he let clipie: and Eorles that tber were. 
" Beau sires," quath the King; " ich am Kyng: with 

ri3tSa of this londe; 
" Gustumes tber were bifore: yused ich understonde. 
"And so moche wreechS nam ynojt: that ynelle the 

lawSa holde, 
" Thatoure anc^stres buldS wyle: asourecoimsailoii[r]s 

tolde. 
" Therfore ich wole that thulkg iawes: iconfermed beo 

echon, 
" Of myn Eorles and of myne Kny3teB: that hi ne 

withsigge nojt on. 
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" Tberfore id) hot^ joa echoue: that je beo thulkS day, 
" At mi maner at Clarendone: without* och delay, *80 
" To confermi thulkS Iftwes: upe peyue that ich wole 

sett, 
" Ich hot© that je beo therecton; that nothing jou ne 

lette." 
SiththS departed* this court: to his inne ech drouj, 
And erere was Seint Thomas: in care and sorewe 

ynouj. 
The Biaohopa and theBarouns: comeallS to the daye. 
To Clarendone in WiltSschire: the Kyng forto paye. 
The parlement tiim was iholde: in the ellerethe 3ere 
Of the KyogSs cor^nSment: that so moche folc brou5tfl 

there. 
And elleve hondred jer : in the furthe and »xti 5er ri;t, 
Hit was after that oure Louertl : in his moder was ali3t. 
Noble was the parlSment: of this Clarendone, ^' 
For ther were, furst and aforeward: the Kyng and his 

sone. 
And the Archebischop of Canterbury : and Sire Roger 

also, 
Tharcfaebischop of Everwyk: fornere ther bote thei tuo. 
And Sire Gilbert Foliot: Bischop of Londone, 
AndtheBischopof Lincohie: were alle at Clarendone. 
And Sire Neol, Bischop of Ely: and the Bischop of 

"Wircestre, 
Sire Boger, and Sire Hillari: Bischop of Circeetre. 
The Bischop William of Nortwich: and the Bischop of 

Wy[n]chestre, 
Sire Henri, and Sire Bartlomeu: Bischop of Chicheatre. 
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Sire Osbem, and Sire Godfifrai: Biacbop of Exeestre,*Jl 
Sire Austin, and Sire Bias; Biscbop of Wirceatre. 
The Bischop of Salesburj: Joceljn, and Bobert, 
The Bischop of Herford: and aleo Sire Bicbard, 
The Biscbop of Chestre: tliia Biscbops ecbon, 
Were at this parl£ment: and Eorles meni on. 
Sire Benald £orL of Cornwaille: and the Eorl of 

Leicestre, 
Sire Bobert, and Sire Eoger: Eorl of Gloucestre. 
Sire Cooan Eorl of Bretaigne: and the Eorl John of 

Angeo, 
Sire Godefral Eorl de MaandST^Ie: was ther also, 'lo 
Sire Hngbg Eorl of Chestre: and Eorl Williem of 

Ferers, 
Were at this parlfiment: stout ynoa and fers. 
Barouna ther were meni on: as Sire Williem de Luc;, 
And Sire Renaud de Warejne: and Sire Benand de 

Seint Walry. 
Sire Bc^r Bigod also: Sire Bicbard de CauiiTjle, 
Sire Williem deBrewSsek: Sire Bobert deDunstanvyle. 
Sire Neel de Mountbray: Sire Umirai de Bootrn, 
Sire Simon de Beauchamp: louerd of meni o toun.. 
Sire Jocelin de Baillolf: Sire Williem de Hastinge, 
Sire Hughe de Morevyle: that so wel was with the 

Kynge. »ao 

Sire Williem Malet: Sire Joban the Seneschal, 
Sire Simon le Fiz Feres: gret man thnrfout al. 
Sire Williem de Maudat: and Sire Grodefnd de Yeer; 
Thus all^ gretS louerdlings: and 3ut mo were ther. 
Noil God helps Seint Thomas: (for he was alone,) 
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That widieeidS attS Ust«: this lordliogs ecbone. 
Tbo hi bigonne this parl^ment: the King him eechte anon, 
Whar hi wdde the lawSs bolde: as bis anceatres dnde 

" Sire," quath Seint Thomns: "if hit tbi will« is, *» 

" Ecb man mot epekS for him silve: and ich for me iwis. 

' "Form7Btat,aDdforbolichnrcbe! ich ansuerie therto, 

"That alle tbe gode old lawes that habbetb ibeo: and ^ut 

beoth also, 
Granti icb w(^ for boli cbnrche: and far to habbe 

thin ore, 
" Sanf onre rijt and onre ordre: thu ne mijt escbe no 

more." 
For that word tbe King was wroth: that gan him erere 

mislike. 
Seint Thomaawepin his burte: and aorg gan to sike. 
Alto blodi was that word: and deore bit was iboujt, 
For tberfore to dethe he was: attS laate ibrou3t. *»S 
The Biscbop of Northwich: and of Salesbure also, 
Eneulede toforShlmwepinge: that he scholde another do ; 
And habb£ reuthe of holi churcbe: and of hem ecbone, 
Thathi neretogronndeibroujt: thnrftbulkS word alone. 
He;e men of the Kinggs cnrt: meni on ekS wende, 
Andkneulede toforg Seint Thomas: that word to amende. 
" Lordlings," quath Seint Thomas: " ich am 5nt 3ting 

man, 
" And lots while biscbop ibeo: and lute theron ich can. 
" Tberfore of this oldfi lawes; transcrit he me take, 
"And ich wole ther nppe consiulli me: which heo to 

forsake." . 
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The Kyng him let trftascrit make: of this castames 

echon; 
Seint Thomae grantede somme: and withseidS meni on. 
The lawge that ich wole 30U l«lle: he grantedS wel 

fawe: — **' 

If a bonde man hadde a sone: to clergie idrowe, 
He ne scholde withoute his loaerdes leve : not icrooned 

beo, 
Forthnman ne maino3tboutehiBloiierd: keo ymaked 

freo. 
Another lawe hegrantede ek: that 30 mowe noniseo: 
If eni man of faoli churche: holdeth eni Uifeo, 
Fersoun, other what he beo: he Bchal do therfore, 
Serrise that to the kingS faith: that his ri3t ne beo 

And in plaiding slondein echS place: and jugSment also, 
Bote ther man schal beo bjlymed; other to detha ido. 
He grantede ek if eni man: the kingSs traytonr were, 
And eni man his catel: to holi church^ here; '^ 

That holi churche ne scholdS no5t: the catel therS 

lette. 
That the kyng wel bald£liche: out of the churche hit 

felte. 
For al that the felonn hath: the kyng^s hit is. 
And eche man mai in holi churche: his owS take iwis. 
He grantede ek that a churche: aa of the kingSs ce. 
In one stede evere and erere: ne scholde i5ev5 beo, 
As to houH of religioun: withoute the kingSs leve, 
And that he, other the patronn: furat-the 5ift jeve. 
Seint Thomas grantede this: and fclS othere mo, *Ti 
Ac this othere he witliBede: that dudS him wel wo: — 
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If bitnenetueilewedemen: were eni etrivinge, 
Other bitueae ft lewede man and a clerc: for holi 

chnrchS thinge; 
As for an avoweisoun of churche: whether scholde the 

chiirchS jyre; 
The king wolde thatinhishond: theplai wereidryve: 
Fora[s]moche ae a lewed man: that o parti was, 
Clanliche was under thekjng: andunderthebiechopnas. 
That other waa, that no bischop: ne clerc nothS mo, 
Ne Bchulde withoute the kiagSa leve: ontof EngSlonde 

go, »*> 

Audthannehischuldesweriehereoth: Tipe the boc, iwis. 
That hi ne scholde pnrchaci non uvel: the Kyng, ne 

The thridde was, that if eni man: in mansing were 

ibroujt, 
And siththe come to ftmendSment: and aj^ rijte nerS 

nojt; 
That he ne swore nojt upe the boc: ac borewesfyndS 

acholde, 
To Btonde to al that boh churche: with ri3t& lokie wolde. 
The furth^ was, that no man: that of the kinge bold o}t> 
In chief other io eni servise: in mansinge were ibro5t; 
Bote the wardejn of holi churche: that brou5te him 

therto, «8» 

The king sende other his btullif; what he hadde misdo; 
Andloketberwerhewolde: to amendSment hit bringe, 
AndbotebewoldebiherSleve: dothannS themansinge. 
The vyftS wan, that biscbopriches: and abbejres 

aleo, 
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That Tacantz wereof prelatz: In kinges bond were ido; 
And the king schold^ al that loud; in hia hond take, 
Forte attS laste that him lustS: eni prelat ther make; 
And thulke prelat thannS sholde: in his chapel ichose 

[beo], 
Of his clerkes which he wolde: to prelat biseo; 
And tbannS whan he were ichose: in his chapel ri5t 

Hom^e he Bcholde him do: er he confermed were.^O'> 
The sixtS was, if eni plaj: to chi^ilre wereidrawe, 
And eni makede his appel: that me dude him unlawe; 
To the bischop fram arcedekne: his appel he scholdS 

make, 
And irom bischop to archebischop: and siththe oon 

he3erl take; 
And bote the archSbischopes curt: to riste him woldS 

That he schddefram thulkS curt: biclipie to the kynge; 
And fram kinge no fae^ere mo: and siththS attan ende, 
Plwdingeframholichurche;tothekyngS8chold£wende; 
And the king ameudi scholde: the arch^ischopes dede, 
And beo in the popSs stede: that Seint Thomas with- 

sede. sio 

The sovethe is, that plaiding: that of dette were. 
To 3ulde wel with truthe ipli5t: and nojt ijuldS nere. 
Al thej'thurf truthS were the play: hit scholdS beon 

ibronjt, 
Bifore the king and Iiis baiUifs: and to holi churchS 

noujt. 
The eijtethSwas, that in thelonde: citadonnnonnere. 



n,o.i,7=rir, Google 



30 LIFE AND MARTYRDOM 

Thurf bulle of the p<^ of Rome: ac al dene ileved 

were. 
The neojethe was, that Pet«res pans: that me 

gadereth meni on, 
To the pope nere not on isend: ac to the king echon. 
The teothe was, if eni clerk; as feloun were itake. 
And for feloun iproved: and ue ini5te hit nojt forsake; 
That me scholde him furst desordeyu^: and siththS 

thurf pnr iawe, ^'^ 

And pnr jngement of the lend: •bringe him out of 

The £ing thuse cuatnmes pultS forth: and meni 

other anon. 
And het thurfont al EngSlond: holdS hem echon. 
This was bifore the Candelmasse: the furthe dai ido: 
The King het tho Seiat Thomas: and other Bis- 

cbopes also, 
On this chartre sette here seles: that non aftertalS nere, 
Ac thurfout al EngSond: that this custumes iholde 

were, 
"SirejEir^" qnath Seint Thomaa: "for GodSslove 

thin ore! 
" To consaiUi ous bet 5if ons furst: er we spekg more." 
So that respit was i37Te: and ech wende in hia side: 
Seint Th<»naa nom big tranecrlt: and nolde noleng abide. 
To Winchestre he wendg thanne: with sorwe and care 

ynoii5, *^ 

Hon he myjtS holi chvirche: scbuldS from his wouj. 
Whan other men were faste aalepe: he wep and §1318 

sore, 
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And bad God helpS holi chnrclie: and cride him miice 

and ore. 
He sej titer nae hot o wei: otiier lie moate stif t)eo, 
Other Iioli church^ was bynelhe: mid rijte tliat was eo 

ireo. 
Carful he was and Bori: that be toe on so, 
Forfo entri in answare: ther ne scholde non do; ^^ 
That be afeng the transcrit: and furst hadde ibede, 
For Iiim tbojte al holi cburche: he miadude in the stede. 
For holi cburche ae scholdS aojti in none etede st^tnde 

to dome, 
Neanswere to kyng ne prince: bote the pope of Kome. 
The deol that Seint Thomas makede: no tongS telle 

nemay; 
" Lonerd!" he s^de, " alias, aUas: that ich evere isej 

this day! 
" Tliat icli, the warde of holi cburche: so foUiche 

scholdg take, 
" So freo as heo was er: so then noa hire make! 
" Heo that was so freo and bej: bi myn anc^stres daye, 
" That ich scholde hire bynethS bringe: (alias) and so 

bitraye! ^'O 

" For tliis martire that felS were: for hire to dethe ido, 
"And heo is thu thurf me ymaked: allaal wbi dude 

icb evere so? 
"Unwortb ich am of holi cburche: wardeyn forto 

beo, 
" And of unworthe therto ynome: as meni man mai 

iseo. 
" For ynam (as Ti3t were): fram non ordre ynome. 
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"Acfram Kinges court to holi chiircfae: urelewolde 

hit bicomel 
" Of honndsB icb was and haaekes: wardejn with the 

Kyng; 
" And wardejn am of soul^ nouthe: that ne vieth 

nothing. 
" Ich, that forsoc mya owS soule: the while ich was 

Chanceler, 
" So meni soulen hahbe to loke: alias what do ich her! 
*' Ich doDte that God me habbe forsake: hou tA ich 

on? alias 1" ««' 

The deol that makede this faoli man: witbonte ende 

evere hit was. 
He wep and sijtS nijt and dai: he huld him sUve for- 

And if he mi3te asoilled beo; fo the Pope he wolthe 

therfore. 
So he wende toward Canterbury: sone the Kjng me 

tolde, 
That tharchSbischop nolde: nojt his statutz holde. 
To the see be wende: toward Borne: that no man hit 

nuBte, 
Bote tueje that he tok with him: that of his consail 

meat wiste. 
Siththe whan his men bim miste: and nuate whar he 

bicom, 

Andsejetbatbiwerelouerdles; ech of hem his red nom. 

Forto do everecb bis beste: to wende ech in his rade, 

As men that were lonerdlea: and nuste nojt wher 

abide. "'2 
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This holi man wende forth: Mid dude Mm into achip 

Bone, 
And wend^ forthward in the eee; aa he tho3te to done. 
The wynd com, as onre Louerd hit wolde: and drof 

hem a^e to londe, 
Siththe be weude him eft into the see: passive forto 

The wynd him drof eft ti}e: and jut in he wende. 
And evere he was »}en idryve: as oure Louerd the gracS 

sonde. 
Tho isej wel this holi man: that hit nas nojt God^s 

wille, 
That he the jut of lond^ wende: he turnde aje wel 

atille. «80 

On of his seijantz sat anijt : the whilS that men woke, 
In his in at Canterbury: the chambre forto loke. 
In theveninge he bad his knave: the dore to atekS 

The knave wende toward the dore: and his ejen aboutS 

Tho sej he Seint Thomas: in an humS stonde, 

He om and tolde his raaister fore: andtbonkedeGod^s 

sonde. 
The seijant ne leovede fait nojt : ac natheles up he arcs. 
And fon Seint Thomas in an hume: sumdel him agros. 
Ther was sone joye and blisse: that folc to him drouj, 
And wolcome him and makede feate: with joye and 

blisse ynoDj. "W 

Hi leidSbord and EpraddS cloth: andgonne tosopifaate. 
Seint Thomas wel myldfliche: tolde hem attg laste, 
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Whoder he thojK habbe inende : and what cas God him 

sende, 
And hou hit nas no^tQodSs wille: that be thejut wende. 
Tethinges to the EyngS come: hou this gode man 

Seint Thomas, 
A}en the statutz of Clarendone: of londe hrendg was. 
For the statut was, thst no biachop: acboIdS for non 

ende, 
WithontS levS of the Kynge: out of londS wende. 
The Sing eendo anon his men: to seiai ol his load, 
And tharcbebiachopriche also: as traitours, in his bond. 
The baillifa come to Canterbury; as hi ihotS were; 
Tho hi wendS habbe here wilte: hi fonde Seint Thomas 

there. 'oo 

Nothing ne mi5teQ hi aeisi tho: thane wei hi badde 

foriore, 
As hi come hi wende a5ei and tolde the Eing^ fore. 
3ut Seint Thomas thojte eft: forto fondi more. 
If he mijte habbe of the Kinge: betere milce and ore. 
He jarkede him wel myldeliche: and to him thane 

wei nom, 
He fond him at Wod^atoke: and to him thider he com. 
As his urliche louerd: he grette him faire ynonj, 
TheKyngbihuldhimalanhoker: and scomliche som- 

del lonj. '10 

" Thomas," he seide, " hoQ goth this; beo we so gretS 

fon, 
" That we ne mows beo in one londe: Thomas, hou 

Bcbal this gon?" 
" Sire, sire," quath Seint Thomas: " so ne scbal hit 
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"Ac God aende holi churche: betere grace to the. 
"And sends th^ wille to loven hire bet: and God for 

hie ini}te. 
"Ke lete me nerere ajen thi wille: do tluDg mid 

niiri3t»." 
This Archebiscfaop of Canterbure: fondede forto bringe 
Acord and love, bi hia poeri bituene him asd theK^jrnge. 
The King awor anon his oth: that non other acord he 

uolde, 
Bote the statutz of Clarendone: ech bischop holde 

Hcholde; »«> 

And nameliche theo for alle other: if a clerk hadde 

miadcs 
And forfelotiu iproved were: and for theof also, 
That me scholde him anon desordeynen: and aithth^, 

thurf law^ 
The EjDgSs bailljf delyrri him: to anhongS other to 

draw*. 
Sdnt Thomas iaej wel tho: that ther noa weibote on; 
Other he moat£ withstonde: other bis ri3te3 forgon. 
He thojt that holi churche: he uolde nevere bltraye. 
And thatbenoldenevereinBiicheservage: bringe hire 

bi his daje. 
Ilathere he wolde, aaoUierewere;tomartdrdombeoid<^ 
Than holi churche were to bynethe: iredi he was therto. 
fTevere ne mi}t« the Eing and he: nothing acordi 

there, "i 

Ac departede al in wraththe: as hi dude ofte ere. 
The King him makede wroth }^ou5: that ao ofte in 

baret waa, 
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For o man that him withsede: andnon other ajenhim 

In gret£ wraththe he swor his oth: that he wolde of 

him beo awreke. 
If he moBte abide the dai: and with tungS apeke. 
He let somni Seint Thomas: the nexte Thursdai that 

ther were, 
Before Seint Lakes dai, at Norhamptone; to jere him. 

ansuere there. 
AndaJle the Biachops of the lond; and the Baronne also. 
He het to beo ther thulke dai; al his heste to do. ^**' 
Seint Thomas londSs ck: in his hond hi nome. 
As to distreignj him: that to his court he come. 
Kou God helpe Seint Thomas: for other help nadde 

henoD, 
Among so meni tlrantz to come: thftt all£ were his 

foni 
Bodi and soulS he bitok: I^sus Godes Sooe, 
And at his dai isumned: he wende to Korhamptone. . 
Id the castel sat the curt: bifore the tirantz echone, 
This holi man a Godgs name; wende among hem one. 
" Sire King," he aeid^, " God th^ loke: and sauve tM 

dignet^ ! 
" Isumned ich am to this dai: to answere to 11 e. '6" 
" Arehebischop of Canterbure; nas nevere isumned so; 
" Ne distreigned of nothing: ynotwhat thuthen3st da. 
"Inot what is thi nue lawe: that thu gynst forth to 

drawe, 
" Bote hit beo on of Clarendone: that thu then5Et 

bringe to lawe. 
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" On me naston peer non: such distresce to do, 

" Imaked ich am wardejn of hoU chu^he: the; jnS 

beo no}t wortlii therto. 
" Thi gostlich fader ich am: thej thu of me Iut6 lete; 
" Hit nas nevere ordre that the aone: the fader schuldS 

" Ne that the disciple beote his master: al this were 

aje lawe. 
"Al this (ho ao rijt hihalth): thu gynnest forth to 

drawe. '■<• 

"And the Bischops also god: that wardens beoth 

mid me, 
"To holde tfaonur of holi churcbe: and the heje 

dignete, 
" Beoth aboutS hire to schende: and bringS to vylte, 
" Non God jyre holi ehnrche : betere grace to the ! 
" If thu wolt 0U3t toward me: thu woat wei ynemai 

nojt fijte, 
" Irediicham the deth to afonge: for hoU churche rijte." 
" Inele no man," quath the King: "for holi churchS 

quelle. 
"Beau sire, thu spext aa a fol: another thu most 

telle. 
"Com to morwe to apechE tyme: that thu thane dai 

ne breke; 
" And ich wole of other thinges: thannS to the apeke." 
Thua ther departede the court: amorwe thane Fridai, 
Sdnt Thomaa wendg thider a,}e: the he thane tyme 
isay. "S 

The King sat anhej on his cee ; uid ocopede him faate> 
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" Thu were," he s«de, " mi Chanceler: altolonge hit 

iloste. 
" Ich the lende vyf hondxed pound: and thu ne jolde 

" Sete me tberof a schort dai ; and tfau me schah pa^e 

echon." 
" Sire," quath Seint Thomas: " God sende oub bet 

thin ore! 
" InS wende not of tbulkS pans: 5ulde acountes no 

more. 
" For ich haddS thulkS tjme: betere grace of ynooj, 
" Of the, than ich habftfi nou: and that me thinjth is 

WOU3. ^'f 

" God^ grace ich hadde to the: thu me lovedest jnon 

tho; 
" And thulk^ pans thn 5676 me: and jut thu woldeat 

wel mo. 
" Wel ich am tberof iknowe: that ich hem feng of the ; 
" And of thi jiftS with gode hurte: for sikere thu jave 

hem me. 
"And so be; man as tbn ert: hit mijte wel beo stille, 
" To axi a thing that thu 5eve er: with thi god€ wiUe." 
The King him eschte if eni man: tbulkS jifte isay, 
And whar he mijte the jift£ prove: " Sire," he SeidS, 

" nay." 
"Koa lerdlings," quath the King: "wel je hnreth 

" Of the gareisoun he is iknowe: that ich him bitok,iwiB: 
" Ac the jifte ne mai he prori nojt: as ^e mowe alle 
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" Jngement icb axi of this cnrt: hou bit mai tberof beo." 
The court him lokede, as he was: iknow^ of the thinge, 
That be achulde al the catel: 3ulde to tbe Einge. 
The King him het the paDS jelde: other eikemisse 

him make; 
Other his marscbal scholde bis bodi : into prisonn take. 
Seint Thomas of bis bischopriche: hadde wel lute god: 
As belples man among his fon : withoute consail he stod. 
The marachals iredi were: toprisoim bim lede anon: 
Hi beten him BikerniBse fynde: other be scbolde with 
hem gon. 800 

This boli man nuste other red: bote suflrede alle here 

wouj. 
Somme gode men that tber stode; hadde of bim rutbe 

ynouj. 
Vyf Knyjt^ nom£ hem to rede: and wend^ to the 

KTDge; 
And nome anhond for Seint Thomas: al that like 

thinge, 
Ech of bem an hondred pound: for this boli man to 

paje. 
Tbo was be al quyt 7nou5: as to thulke daye. 
Amorwe thanS Saterdai: ajen to court be wende, 
Forto hnre the K^gifs wille: if his burtS wolde 

amende. 
Tbe King sat adoun in his see: Seint Thomas tofore 

him atod. 
"Belami! thu hast," (quath tbe King): "istole me 
moche god. ^io 
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To longe thii were mi Clianceler: and baddest io thin 

honde 
Abbeyes and biscliopricbea: and tbe more del of mi 

loDde; 
Andnejuldemenoneaecountes: therofmeruethsore, 
That of thritti thousend poond: tbu schalt me and 

more. 
Therfore make the jare iuou5 anon: thine accountSs 

to 5ulde, 
For siker thu beo, thu echalt hit do: if ioh mai the 

welde-" 
Alle that ihurdS this demande: in gret wcHider lu 

Btode there; 
And Beide amtmg hem ech to other: that hi ne hurde hit 

And that Sdnt Thomas waa albjnethei and that he 

upe the poyntS was, 
To beo icast in prisoun: and nan other wei ther nas. 
Seint Thomas stod in thojtS longe: of that the Bang 

him hadde iaed, *" 

And bad he moste him conseiHi: and therof nyme his 

The Bischopes he nom toconsail: the King newomde 

him nojt: 
In a chambre faste iloke: alle hi were ibropjt, 
That hi ne acholde ascapie nojt: er hi respouns^ sede. 
"HoQ lordlings," quath Seint Thomas: "herof je 

mote me rede. 
"For 30 God bringe me out of care: jnabbe therof 

gult non; 
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" Ac me to schende he axeth hem: mid niiri3te echon. 
"For ich was er mid him wel yaou3: and that me 

bringeth non in teoue; 
" Therfore ne tok ich no witnisse: of that ons was 

bituene." , s*" 

The Bischop Henri of Wyuchestre: furst bigan him 

rede. 
"Sire," he seide, "thuB me thinjth: thu mijt do of 

this dede. 
" Thu mi}t sigge that thulke tyme;.that thu were mid 

the Kynge, 
"Ne tho thn weodeat of his baillie: he ne axede the 

no thinge; 
" And thu afosge the biachopriche: so clenfi and so freo, 
" That thu of non other thing: ne scholdest ichorged 

beo; 
" And quath thfi quit al clenlichet eche other curf ther. 
" And th£ neschte nothing of node: that thu haddest 

ido«ar. 
" Whar thurf me thinjth that of nothing: thu ne schalt 

aneuere nojt, 
" Bote to wardi holi churcbe: of alle othere thu ert 

ibrojt." 810 

The fiischop Gilbert of Londone: seide tho his avys. 
" Sire," lie seide, " if thu theinjst: as god man and 

wys, 
"What god the King the hath ido: and to wliat poer 

ibrojt, 
" And hou lute god ther wolB come: of such wonder 

thojt. 
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"And in which wo tbu bringest ous alle: and holi 

churche also, 
" And peryl of thyn ow6 bodi: bote thu bis will^ doj 
" If thu al this understode: me tbencheth, iwia, 
*' That thu scholdest fondi him to paye: ellSs thu dost 

Tho seide the Bischop of Wircestre: " Sire Gilbert, 

beo atillel 
" We suspendieth such consail: for hit nis DOjt worth a 

spille." e» 

The Bischop Hillari of Chichestre: bigan to speke tho: 
" Sire," he seide, " mi consail is: hon ao fait evere go, 
"In faire manere to fonde: to paye this KingSs wille, 
" With faire bihest^ forte eftsone: that hit werg atille. 
" Thanne we mi3te, whan we were: of this destresce 

ibrojt, 
" The bet chere of onre consail: for nou ne do we 

no5t." 
The Bischop Robert of Lincolne: raddg wel therto: , 
" Sire Archebischt^," he s^de: "for Gode thu muat 

do ao. 
" Other thu lost thi bischopriche: other per&venture 

thi lyf; 
" And thannS tbu bijMeat lut«: (me thinjth) with thi 

Btrif." 880 

The Biechop Bartholomeu; bigan to siggehiathojt: 
" In BOTwe of the wordle: and care we beoth ibr<i3t. 
" B^tere hit were that on heved: in peryl him brojte, 
" Than holi churche were bynethe: and ibrojt to 
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The Bisch(^ Eoger of Wireestre: longe in thojtS 

stod: 
" Inele" he seidS " sigge on no other: for ynot what 

is god. 
" If ich rede forto abowe: to the KyngSs wille, 
" Mi owg mouth mi soulS demeth: al holi churche to 

spille. 
" Ac if ich rede ajcn him beo: in this place Bom is, 
" That wolS telle the King^ fore: and make him mi fo, 

Bi the Bischop of Londonei thulkS word he sede, 
That ajen Seint Thomas was: mid word and mid dede. 
Therfore he seidfi " on no other: Tnelle sigge, iwia: 
"God Gonsail God ous jeve: for al neod hit ia." 
Hi alle ne coutfa^ this consul: brings to god eride; 
Ne devise hi mi^tS beat: out of cbambre wende. 
Atte last this consailal: moste upeSdnt Thomas gon: 
Toei Eorlea of the £inges hous: be let dipie anon. 
"We habbeth," he seide, "lordlings: ispek£ of this 

thinge; 
" And as furforth as we mowe: we wolleth p&ye the 

Kinge. 880 

" And for we nabbeth al iredi her; onrS conaail clene, 
" Forte nexte dai we biddeth fnrst: that je granti ous 

non ene." 
Tho that fnrst was igrauted : and ech wende in his weje, 
Meni of Seint Thomas men: levede him for eye; 
And Enijtea that were ek with him: al framward him 

drowe. 
Seint Thomas nom bi the wei; porg men ynowe, 
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And ladde hem horn to his inr and to the mete hetn 

eette, 
And servede hem his owS bodi: and mete jnauj hem 

fette. 
"This beoth," he eeidS "god£ kny3tea: other men 

me habbeth forsake; 
" Thus£ kni5teB ich lovie more: to hem ich wolS take." 
The Sonedai there nas no court iholde: for the hejS 

day: 891 

The Monedai Seint Thomas: sorS sik lay. 
The the uvel of mandeSanC: that oftS to him com; 
And for the care that he waa inne: wel the worse him 

nom. 
Me seide Mm makede liim sek: for he ne therste forth 

wende: 
The King in gret wraththe jnouj: after him let sende. 
" Wel 36 aeoth," quath Seint Thomas: " that ynemai 

come no3t: 
" Ac certSs tomorwe ich wole: hon so ich beo thider 

ibro3t. 
" Thej ich scholde beo thider ibore; in barewe other 

in here, 
" Thider ich wole, thurf God6s grace: God me helpfi 

there!" , «« 

Amorwe thang Tuesdai: cure Louerd him gan arere, 
Thane morwe after Seint Lukes dai: as hit ful in the 

5ere. 
Tbulke dai he aii3te understonde: and meni another 

also; 
For bi custume al his anuy: hi Tiiesdoi com him to. 



J-yGOOglf 



OF THOMAS BEKET. 45 

AlletheBischopes thaaeTuesdfti:erlipIietohim wende: 
" Sir^" hi Beide, " in feble poynt thu ert: God thi stat 

amende ! 
" We habbeth therof with one mouthe: oure red ynome 

echon; 
" WeredeththS topaye theKing:houBohit ereregon; 
" Other we wolleth th6 here anhond; that tbu ert his 

traitour, 
" And forswore, whan thu swore: to don him urthlich 

honnr, 9io 

"And dost him nou a tricberie: as he th^ wole here 

anhonde, 
" And bynyme thi stat bicas; and bringe the of thi 

" Mi Ieo?6 bretheren," quath Seint Thomas: " je aig- 

geth wel echon, 
" That al the wordle gret on me one: and alle beoth 

myne fon; 
"And, that is mest reuthe jut of alle: 56 that tnyne 

bretheren beoth, 
" And me (thej ich sinful beo): 5oure fadere in tur- 

ment iseoth, 
" And beoth myne mest^ fon of alle: and also beoth 

" In seculer court me to deme: and that nele nojt wel 

fare. 
" For 56 habbeth among ju, this tuei dayes: bispekfi 

that ilome. ei» 

"Kou God helpe holi cburche: and nym^ thertogome! 
."Ac in obedience ich 3U hot«; that je ther nejnebeo, 
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*'Ifichamibrou3ttojugSment; «c rathere that je fleo. 
"And if eni man hood on me set: ich 50U hote also, 
"That je sentence of hoU churche: for auche vio- 
lence do; 
"And boldeth up the rijtes of holi churche: that jou 

beoth bitake, 
"For yn? Bchal for no drede of detb: hirf rijtes 

forsake." 
Tho Bischopea were tho wroth ynouj: and wende 

to court ecbone. 
Nod God helpe Stant Thomas: for he was alone! 
Bote the Bischop of Wjncheatre: ther ne bilerede 

with him not on, 
And the Bischop of Salesbnry: that nere fram him 

agon. 8M 

Seint Thomas triat^ al to God : and greithede him anon, 
And song a masse of Seinte Sterene : er he com among 

his fon. 
He song o(t& thulkg masse: for, as heo doth bigynne, 
The fnrste office is propre ynou: to the stat that he 

was inne. 
The bigynning of thulkg masse: in Anglisch is 

this, 
" For whan princes habbe isete: and a^i me iapeke, 

" And Hthere men pursuede me: Louerd, m^n help 

thu beol" 
Meni seide that this ihnrde: herbi me moi iseo. 
That he aingeth the masse for than one: for the King 

and for his; 
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For he halth hem all^ titbere met) : that a3en him spek- 
eth, iwis. '**'* 

This word com to court aone: wher tliurf hi were 
echon, 

Id the more angusse ajen him: and the more his fon. 

ADd8ommeofth«EiiigesconseiUers:toliimoft^wei)de, 

And eeidg, bote he hulde him stif: al his lond he 



If he grantede Seint Thomas: at tbutkS t^me his 

wille, 
His poer in his londS were: nevereft worth a fille; 
Bote iete the clergie al iworthe: and bolde htm silvS 

stiUe, 
And clerkSsdijtS al his lond: aodalhisreanmeaspille; 
And atte laste bi here owe wille: maki kinges and 

cheoee, 
And so schulde ech king after him: his franchise leose: 
Therfor he moste him wel bithenche: and ne flecchi 

Suche wordes and meni other: apeirede mbche his 

thojt. 
Tho Seint Thomas hadde hla masse ido: his cheisible 

he gan of weve, 
And alls thother vestimentz: he let on him bileve. 
Other armure nadde he none: for holi churche to 

fi3te: 
God almijti beo his help: bi daye and bi nyjte! 
Forth wende this god^ kni3t: among alle his fon: 
Non swete lesn beo his help: for other help nadde 

he non I 
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The croice he bar oa his hond: and arerde op bis 

baner: 
The Bischop Robert of Herforde: anon nende him ser. 
"Sire," he aeide, "ich crie thin ore: thi chapeleyn 

makethumel ^S' 

" Bifore the let me bare thi croice: for hit ne falleth 

nojt to thi." *■ 

"The while ich hire here," quath Seint Thomas: "and 

tofore me iseo, 
InS dontie of no man: the hardiere ymai beo." 
Tho seide the Bischop of Londone: that erere was hia 

fo, 
" Ine redS 0031 that thu: tofore the £ingS ao go. 
"For wraththe he wolde anon: awreke him in the 

place." 
"Ich bitake me," quath Seint Thomas: "al to God^s 

grace." 
" 56, al thi lyf," quath this other: " a fol thu haet ibeo, 
"And that neltou nevere bileve: as me mai nou 

iseo." 9"> 

Seint Thomas thus, with his croiz: into court gangon: 
Tho he 8e3 him com^ so: he wraththede him anon. 
" Lordlings," he seide, " her 30 seoth: hou this man me 

Bchent; 
" In whiche manere is be in this court: among ous 

*'As ynS bileovede no3t in Cristendom: ne in oure 

Lonerdes name. 
" Ne mot ich nede awrektf beo: whan he me doth such 
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Tho seide al the court anon: " Sire, je mowe ieeo, 

" That he is prout and coDteckonr: and evere hath 
ibea 

" And in despyt of the and thyne: this dede he hath 
ido; 

" And, if thn wolt, thu mi3t beo war: eft to take on so, 
. " To brings in so gret pofir: such on ae he is, "81 

*' To the he3iste of thi londe: aa thu makest him, iwis. 

" Therfore we ne bymeneth th6 nojt: for thu noldest 
beo iwar bifore, 

" That we Bigge alle bi him: that he ia purliche for- 
swore. 

" Aa bi a anch man, do bi him: and as hi on of thifon; 

" For he awor th^ urthlich onur: and he ne doth tb^ 

The bedClfe and other echrewen: on him grehede faste; 
And ibide the EJngSa heste: in priaoun him to caste. 
The King let crie anon aboute: if eni so wod were, 
That Seint Thomas eonsaillede: andcumpaignyebere; 
Ac as the King^a traJitour: me scholde him nyme anon. 
Non BwetS Jesna beo hia help: among alle his foni o^ 
The Bischop of Ezcestre: to Seint Thomaa ful akneo, 
" Merci," he seide, " for GrodSa love: for aorewe thu 

mi3t iaeo. 
" Have reuthg of the and of ous: other thu wolt ous 

alls schende. 
" We wortheth alle ibrou5t to nojt; bote thu thi thojt 

wende," 
" Sire Bischop," quath Seint Thomas: " thu mijt as 

wel beo atille; 
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" 60 hunnSs; of the ne kepe yno5t: do ech man hie 

The Bischopa wende to gadere aUe: aad here coueail 

nome, 
And tho he hadde here forme ieet: to the Einge hi 

come. ^"^ 

" Sire," hi seide, " anuyed thu ert: and oas hit ofthiok- 

eth sore: 
" Forjif 0U3 that 5^ oaa bereth anhond: and we ne 

schulle tnisdo nomore. 
" Wei we witeth hit is a wrecche: that scholde oure 

chief beo: 
" Fals he is, and forswore: and that ech man mai iaeo. 
"For he ewor to holde the nrtblicbe onnr: and hath 

ibroke his oth, 
" And that we acbull^ proven wel: ne beo he no3t so 

" For5if ous tbi wratbthe, we the biddeth: and to Rome 

we woleth wende, 
" To bynyme him his bischopriche: and as a wrecche 

him acbende. 
"Forswore we woleth him provi: sirS, bi joure 

rede." 
The £ing bihet hem gret honur: for do thulkS dede. 
To Seint Thomas, ther as be was: hi wende alle 

anon; ""i 

The Bischop Hillari of Chicheetre: tolde for hem 

echon, 
" Sire," he seide, " oure gostliche fader: thu were her 

bifore; 
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" Ac tor fader sou we foraaketh the: for thu ert fala 

and forswore. 
" For thu swore him urthlieh honur; and nelt him 

do HOD, 
" Therfore to the court of Rome: we biclipieth hit 

echwi." 
N^ou, Bwete lesua, heo his help: whan alio othere were 

fon! 
The King let clipie faste; that he come forth anon. 
The Eorl Robert of Leicestre: and othere menion. 
Come after him, and hete him sone: bifore the KingS 

gon. lo*' 

"Lordlings," quath Seint Thomas; "je witeth wel 

echoD, 
" Hou wel ich was w[i]th the Kinge; thej ich have nou 

lither iwos. 
" Archebischop he makede me: to sothe^ a}6 mi wille: 
" For ich dradde for unconnynge: mi aoulS to aspUle. 
"Tho eschte ich tofore al thatfolc: in whiche manere 

hi hit me toke, 
"The maistrie of holi oburche: to wardi and to loke. 
" He me tok holi churche: in eche manure 8o freo, 
" To heo quit of al other court: and mid rijtS acholde 

Bobeo. 
"And whan holi churche is so freo: jneleanswerethe 

" Ne non other of hia court: of non urthlieh thinge. 
" For gold ne passeth nojt in bounte : somoche leode, iwis, 
" As dignete of preosthod: passetb the lewed man 
that ia. was 
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" And bis gosttiche fader ich am; if he wolde ayme 

jeme; 
'■ And hit nere 11051 that the eone: hie fader acbolde 

deme. 
"Therfore ich aiggS, at o word: yade me nothing 

take, 
" To jugSmeut of King^s court: ac outliche hit for- 

" And take me alto holi charche: and to nou other 

dome, 
" And bicUpie lofore 30n alle: to the court of Borne. 
" Sauf the stat of holi chnrche: and mi dignete, 
"That Jesu Crist iiit eauvi: wban hit ne mai nojt 

tbnrf me. 'mo 

" And 50U bischopa ich biclipie: to the court of Rome 

also, 
" That je honiuyetb more an urtblich king: than je 

God almijti do." 
And BO tfanrf rijt of holi churcbe: out of this conrt 

gan wende, 
To bringe this cause of boli churcbe: tofore the Pope 

toende. 
Thia holi man out of tbis court: wel mjldSliche gan 

gon, 
That King and alle that with bim were: wraththede 

him anon, 
With also grelenoyse, as al the toun: hiset were with 

here fon; 
This holi man bim wendS forth: as stiUe as eni ston. 
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Hi ne mijte makie morS cri: tbej at the toun were 

afure, 
Than hi dude upe this hoU man: that reuthe hit was to 

hure. "'M 

Nou God beo tliia holi man^s help: for he hadde ther 

lute rewe; 
For in al his lyf he hadde: gode dawSs fewe. 
Forth him wendS Seint Thomas: as Ilim nothing ne 

rojte: 
For more me schende lesu Crist: tho me him to dethfi 

brojte. 
He weith upe his palefrai: and to his inne wende so:- 
Unethe he mijtS mid his hond: this threo thinges do, 
Blesci that folc, and here his croice: and his bridel 

wisse. 
The simple folc orn liim aboute; with joye ynou and 

blisse. 
For hi wende wel hehaddeibeo: at court fasteynome: 
Hi herede inoche lesu Crist: that he mi3te among hem 

come. '"** 

Tohisin,toSeint Andreues: he suede him fasteynou3i 
Alle the pore men with himi to the mete he drouj; 
And seidS, " Cometh forth mid me: for min^ fi-eond je 

" Inabbe non other freond than 30U; of tMS men je 

seoth." 
He let hem fed€ echone wel: fnl his hous nej, 
And him silve the gladdere was: tiat he ham isej. 
As Scint Thomas sat atte mete: the3 he no wille 

nadde, 
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Thia word that ourS Louerd het: his redere bifore him 

radde: — 
" If me puraueth joa in o toun: into another je fleo." 
This holi man tbo3te hi bim: this word mijte wel beo: 
And that hit was 0'od& wille: into another toun 

to gon, 1071 

Anon as the godspel saith: to fled alle his fon. 
The hardiere be was tbo: of londS forto wende, 
Whan he mijt ascapie wel: that God wolde the tjia^ 

eende. 
Tho hit was toward eve: taei seijantz ther come fnuo 

the Kinge, 
And soT^ wepinge warnede him that me wolde; to 

BtrongS dethe him bringc. 
For the Kinges m^i hadde iawore: thurf heste of the 

Kinge, 
Whar so hi mi3te fjnde him: to strong^ dethe him 

bringe. 
Beint Thomas thojte another: he let makie Iiis bed 

In the he}£ chur^he: bituene turn wevedea rijt. 'i*^ 
Tho other men were alle aslepe: and noman him 

He ros him up and bihuld: on than ymage anhej. 
He ful adoun before the weved: and on oure Lonerd 

gan crie; 
And seide furst the eet sam^s: and siththe the letany e. 
And wepinge ech halewe bad: his help forto beo. 
And at ech halwe np Bros: and sat siththe adouit 
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Nou Crist in hevene beo bis help: for noode he hadde 

therto ynouj ! 
For him was t« cominge aorwe jaouy. as 36 schulle 

ihure with wouj. 
Tho he hadde ido his priere: stilliche he gaa gon, 
Alutebiforethecock^Bcrowe: out of the churcheaQonj 
And wende him out of Bng^londe: that soman with 

hSm oas, iiwi 

Bote o frere of Sympringham: that wel privei with 

This gode man fle5 al EogSlond: for holi church^ rijte. 
For al his no ae ja£ he no5t: if he hit amends m^jte. 
The nijt that fram Korhamptone: Seint Thomas thane 



To on of his clerkes: in avisioun ther com 
A cler voiz, that seide: of the sauter this:* — 
'■ As hit were a sparewe: oure soule ibrojt is 
" Out of the hunteres bonde: and the bond is undo, 
" And al defouled, and we: beoth delyvred so." '"* 
Of wham was this avisioun: bote of Seint Thomas, 
IThat out of the bendea of his fon: tho delyvred was? 
That word com of Seint Thomas: to the King€ sone: 
The heje men nome therof red: what hem were to 

done. 
The King and al his Baronie: and his Bischops 

ecbon, 



* " Anima oostrti sicut passer erepM est de laqaeo veiuuiliuiii. 
Laqueus contritui est et aos Uberati aaaiua."—tPialiii oxziv.) 
This Latin quotation is in the margin of tho Hirleian MS. 
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That aujt^ with Seint Thomas beo: and were meat 

his fon, 
To Lis coDBuI eTerechoDe: assentede attsn ende, 
Thaji the Eing acholde of his hejiste meo: to the 

court of Borne sende, 
Ajeo him whan he Under com: aud the Pope do 

UDderstonde, 
That be is fals and forswore: and deBturbour of the 

loDde "10 

And to do this gret£ neode; the wiseste men fortb nome. 
And that the King were al in pees: forte be a;£ come. 
The Archebischop of Everwjk: and the Biscbop of 

Excestre, 
To Romg wi!nde for tbissS neode: and the Bischop of 

Cicestre. 
The Bischop ek of Londone: and of Wircestre also. 
And gret£ Eorl^s and Barouns: and clerks tberto, 
To bere witnisse of this falshede: whan hi to courte 

Noble jiftSs and gewels: mid hem also hi nome: 

For tbcrwith me mai ofte at conrt: the rijt^ bringet* 

wonj. '"* 

Nou Crist helpe this porfi man : for he was pore ynoU3 1 
None jiftes he nadde to jyve: to holdg up his rijte: 
Fram NorhamptonS bar he 5eodB: for hoU cburche to 

f)3te. 
Fram Seint Andreues in Norlmmptone: this boli man 

forth vrende, 
"With a frere of Simpringham: as oure Louerd the 

gracS sende. 
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Vy{ and tnenti mile he wende: to the touD of Gra[nt]- 

Er he stintfi meni stede: with the frere of Simpringham. 
AI northward be drouj him forth: and framward the 

see, 
That the Kinges men ne founde him no3t: to njmS ne 

tOBle. 
Siththe he weadS fram Gra[nt]ham; (yve and tuenti 

myle also, liw 

To the cite of Lincolne: er he wolde him to restfi do. 
The morwe upe Seint LukSs dai: Tueedai hit was tho. 
He departede fram the KingSs court: in euchS eorwe 

and wo. 
ThanS Wendesdai ani5t: ont of the toun he nom; 
Sone amorwe thane Thursdai: to Ldocolne he com. 
At a walkeres hous: his in he nom there; 
Alle gate he&om hiswei: hi nijte thatheawaitednere. 
In watere he dude him at Lincoloe: er Grod thane dai 

sende; 
And thanf Fridai fonrti myle: al hi witter he wende, 
To an hermitage of Simpringham: that amidde the 

watere is: 
Ther he levede hardiliche: threo dayes, iwia. i'*** 

To Seint Botolf siththe he wende: that thann^a was 

ten myle; 
And ther he dude him eft in watere: and com, in a 

lute while, 
To the houa of Haverolt: that of Simpringham ek is. 
The frere him ladde bi thnlk^ houa; the sikem to beo, 
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Therhanne he wende to Eystrie: his owe manere mid 

ri5te, 
The Archebiechop of Canterbury; if be vere of mi5te ; 
That was ne5 the see ynou5: he abod wel there; 
Lokede forto poBsi: whan best tymS were. 
Sovenijt he bilcTede then forto AU6 Soulen day, 
In chambre ri3t bi the churche: dai and nijt he lay; 
That noman ne schtdde him uiider5ete: ne war of him 

beo. il»i 

Thurf the churche wal he makede an hoi: the saoringe 

forto seo; 
And forfai hurS ther his maese: that hi, that to church^ 

come, 
KuBte nojt that he waa so nej : ne toke therof no gome. 
Such an anker he was bicome: Louerd, that him 

was wo, 
Arcbebiscbop of Canterbury: that ne therste among 

none men go! 
An Alle Soulen dai, thane Tuesdai: er God thane 

dai sende, 
He bitok Gi>d al hoU churche: and into the see wende. 
Hi rewe forth id thanS dtu: forte ajen theveninge, 
A myle bi aryvede: fram the havene of Grraveninge. 
Oye me clipeth the atede: as he com to londe, H^' 
In the lond of Flandres: as ich understonde. 
Forth be moste, this holi man: hors nadde he non; 
For al his bischopriche: afote he mostS gon. 
And that noman him ne knewie: thabit of frere he 

nom, 
And as a frere forth he 3eode: thobe to Flandrescom. 
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Blak was his cope above: hie curtel whit blanket; 

Upe his rug his cope he bar: forto go the bet. 

The reyn was gret and switbS strong; the wei was 

deope 3™ouj: 
So weri was this boU man: that unethe his lyiues be 

drouj. »"0 

So weri he was of the wei: anii of the see bifore. 
That he sat adoun and ne mijte no fur: bot« he were 

Tho 3eod£ forth on of bis men: and hurede hira a 

mure, 
For an Engliscb pent, with an halter: this holi man 

to bere. 
This holi man his clothes nom: and upe this mure 

hem caste, 
And werth upe above bis clothes: and rod forth wei 

faste. 
A! weilawail such a man: moche is GodSs mijte I 
So febUche wendS over lond: for uvele was bit his 

rijte. 
Uvele bicom him to gon afote: other upe a suche best 

Holi churehe he aboutS dure: that me tijth on wide. 

With this baltere upe this mure: forth rod this holi man, 

As a frere, and let him clipen: frerS Cristian. 

For be nold£ lie nojt: CristenS he was; 

And he was adrad to beon iknowe: if me clipede him 

Thomas. 
At a god manSs hous: his in a nijt be nom, 
He sat attS bordSs ende: as him 003! wei bicom; 
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And hia men eete alle withinae: as he tlie loweste were: 
The oste nom wel gode jeme: hon hi hem alle here. 
He nom jeme of thia holi man; attS bordea ende, 
Hou mylde he was attS horde: and curteya and hende. 
Hou cnrteisliche he delde his mete: to hem that tofore 

him Btode, Hfii 

And hou lute him eilf he at: mid wel simple mode. 
His tjmSs also he bihuld: hou gent hi were and freo; 
Ilonden faire, with longg f/ngres: fairere ne mijte 

none heo. 
His facS long and brod also: his frount large ynoDj; 
And bifore alle thothere evere to him: his horte mest 

dronj. 
Of tharchebischop of Canterbury: he gan him under- 

etoude, 
That bit was couth into al that lond: that he was 

iwend of londe. 
His hurte him jaf that bit was be: in gret studie he 

was ibrojt; 
He rounede in hiv wyvSs ere: and tolde hire al his 

thojt. 1200 

His wyf, after thulkS tyme: that aothe also thojte, 
Heo servede this holi man: andof deyntes himbrojte. 
Applen, peres, and notSs ek: heo fondede in eche 

manere, 
Among alle this other men: to gladie this sell frere. 
Heo bilevede to servi othere: and upe him was al hire 

thojt; 
Seint Thomas hit underjet: and ne paide him with 

nojt. 
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So that he bihuld aboute: anon after soper. 
Wei myldSliche he bad his hoete: forto com him ner. 
And to sitte bi him adoun: and aol^ci him aatonnde. 
" Sire, merci!"qiiatb this other; "ich wole sittS upe the 
grounde." 1210 

He sat adonn at bis fet: Seint Thomas him bad arise: 
"Cert^e, sire," quath this other: yneschal in nong 

"Nolde God that icb bi tb4 sete: Lonerdt ibered 

thu beo, 
" That thu moetest in mjae housS come: and ich thane 

dM iseo." 
" Lute deynt^," quath Seint Thomas : " of such a por^ 

man, 
"A seli frere as ich am: ihotS Cristian.'' 
" Sire, thin ore," quath this other: "wel ieh under- 

stonde, 
" Arcbebischop thu ert of Canterbure: iwend out of 

EngElonde." 
" Wbi eaistou so?" quath this other: " thu hast selde 

ieeye, 
" Tharcbebischop of Canterbury: in suche manere 

ride bi weye." 1220 

" Sire," quath this other, " thu' bit ert: as me saith 

mi thojt, 
" Icb bidde the for the love of God: ne forsak hit aje 

me no3t." 
Seint Thomas him bitho5te: that other be moete lie. 
Other beo ilinowe that be hit was: so thother on him 

gan crie. 
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Atte laste he was iknow«; ac amorwe he nam 

His hoste, and bad that he ue wreide him nojt: er he 

He wende him forth wel er dai: in wel foul^ weye; 
Tuelf mjle he 5eode grete ynouj: to a grei abbeye, 
That me clipeth ClermarejB: of greye monekea, iwis, 
That btside the caatel: of Seint Omer is. i^so 

To thabbey of Seint Bertin: fram thannS he wende, 
And tlier he ievede til oure Louerd: other tithinge 

him sende. 
The Bischops of EngSlonde: and the Baroans also, 
Toward the court of Romg wende: her erandefortodo. 
To the King of France hi wende; and lettres with 

hem bere, 
From the King of E^g^onde: that thus an Engliech 

" To his louerd, thurf GodSs grace: Sire Lowes the 

King, 
" Henri King of Engflonde; sent love and greting. 
" Thomas that Archebiachop was: of Canterbure her- 

bifore, 
" Oat of mi lond is awend: as traytonr and forswore. 
" Therfore, aa myn urlich louerdi ich bidde thfi, bi mi 

sonde, is*i 

" That thu ne sufiH n05t that he beo: reccited in thi 

londe," 
Tho this King this bone ihurde: awhile in thojte he 

stod; 
"Certe8,''he hem seide, "me thin5th: this bon£ nis 

nojt god. 
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"So Btrong theof nis noD in EngSlonil: if he inta 

France come, 
" That he ne mi5t^ levS ther: as me sijth ilome. 
" Nere be iproved so strong theof: other hadde that 

lond forswore, 
" Ic ne mi}te do liit for no thing: thej he him haddS 

tber uuBbore. 
" And whatlokere acholde such an he3 man: ne come 

he no3t so sone, 
'' Andnotherichnehehabbeth: with ourebiscbopsto 

done. iMO 

" For myne bischops witb holi chnrcbe: ich lete here 

wills do, 
" And fajrere were the King; me tbin3th: lete him 

iwortbE 80, 
"Thsnentremitti of holi churche: here rijtSsfortospiile, 
" And loki the pees of the lond: me thin5th he dotb 

his wille." 
Ne mijte this hejS men: non other word afonge; 
So that hi wendS forth here wei: tho hi hadde abide 

longe. 
MMSter Herbad of Bozam: and othere siththg wende, 
To the King of France: as Seint Thomas hem sende; 
And tolde the King of al the wo: that Seint Thomas 

hadde with wouj. 
The King tho he hurdS this: wep and makede deol 

ynou3; 1S»» 

And tolde al hou the Kingfe men: wereathimbifore. 
And which answere he hem jaf: here wei hi hadde 

forlore. 
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This godg man with jo}% yD0U3: here lerS of him nome, 
And fram him myld^chS wende: to the court of 

For ther nere hi nojt wolcome: for the schamebifore. 
And the deeclandre of Seiat Thomas: that lie was fals 

and forswore. 
Ac nath^es grace hi badde: that hi to the Pop come 

mijte. 
Him silve hi tolde in priveit^ : al Seiat Thomas wo with 

unrijte; 
Of the statutz of Clarendone: hou hi forth furst come; 
Hou he was ibrojt to Noramptone; lofore the ^ng to 

done; 1370 

Hou he weode ont of EngSlonde: in which miseige 

and woi 
And hou he cbangede hia name: the ailierer forto go. 
Hie Pope higan to sikS sore: mid wel dreori thojt, 
The terSa ume out of his ejen : he ne nii3te hem wemS 

He thonkede Grod that such prelat: under him mijtE 

beo, 
So stedefast to holi chuTche: and that he mijte thane 

dai iaeo. 
Amorwe come the Bischopa: and the Barouns also, 
To procuri him al the wele: that hi mijte do. 
Tofore the Pope as he sat: myldgliche hi come. 
And bifore the Cardinals: attS curt of Rome. 
The Bischop of Londone: that evere lither was, 
Bigan furst to telle hia tale: a^e Scint Thomas. '^^ 
He stod up tofore al the court: " Beau pere," he sede, 
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" To the we come to mene ons: of wrecchede that we 

doth lede, 
" OnrS rijtSs ap to holder alle that godS beoth, 
" And folSs brings of folie: whan we eni iseoth. 
" A distance ther is ispronge: li5tlicbe in EngSlonde, 
" That desturbeth al that lond: with nnrijt, ich under- 

atonde. 
" Tharcbebischop of Canterbure: al ajen onre wille, 
" A folie bigan in EngSonde: al holi chiirche to spille; 
" To bynyme the KingSs franchise: and bis rijtes also; 
" Ac be ne mi5tB ous makS for nothing : cousenti therto. 
"Therfore for wrathth^ sitbtbe: for we nolde his 

wiUg do, i«" 

" ITpe ons he caste bis owS gait: and upe the King 

also; 
" And att^ last^ as bit were: the lond forto ablende, 
" That no man him strenjthg dnde: of load he gan 

wende, 
"For men that thatsothSnuate: scholdS underetonde, 
" That the King him dude nnrijt: and drof him out 

of londe." 
Tho he hadde his tale itold: and ymaked al bis wise. 
He sat adoun and tbe Bischop: of Cicestre gan arise. 
" Beau pere," be aeidS to the Pope: "me thinjth bit 

faith to the, 
"To desturbi thing that falleth: to harm of commu- 

neante; IK" 

" That o man ne beo isufired nojt: go forth with his 

wille^ 
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^' To brings b1 the lond tOBchindisse: and hoU church^ 

to spitle. 
" TbBt hath oure Archebischop iwrojt : that ta isene, iwis, 
" Whan ech man of the lond: fast* ajen him ia." 
The Archebischop of Everwyk: tho he his tyme isej, 
AroB up and gan to telle: his tal6, al anhej. 
"Sire," he seide, "no man ne kuoweth: so wel as 

ioh do, 
" Tharchebischop of Canterbure: and tharchebischop- 

riche also. 
" The Archebischop is wilful: and whan he is alles 

ibro3t 
"In a wil that is lute worth: he nele bileve hit nojt. 
" For man ne schal for nothing: bringe him out of his 

tho5t: 13" 

"In snche fol wille is he nou: that we habbeth deore 

" Lijtliche therinne he com: and he nde bileve 

nevere mo, 
"Bote je ptilte joore bond therto: to bringe ous out 

of wo." 
" Sire, sire," quath the Bischop: of Excestre tho, 
"This caa je mote amendi: hou so hit evere go. 
"If je ne loeveth nojt that sothe: as me doth jou to 

understonde, 
" Send with oas, fot with fot: a legat into EngSlonde, 
" To enqueri that soth6 ther: and let htm therafter 

wirche. 
" For certSs, bote je other thenche: $e achendeth holi 

churche." is^o 



n,o.i,7=rir, Google 



OF THOMia BEKET. 67 

Tho aroe np the Eorl of Arondel : man of gret 

dignete, 
" Sire," he BCide, " for GodSs love: astounde herkne 

tome. 
"We lewede men that herS beoth: necunnS Latyn 

"Ne nothing nabbeth aaderstonde: that 36 habbeth 

itold echoD. 
" Ac in lang&gS that we cunne: such men as we beoth, 
" (Heje Barouns and noble Snjjte^: that ye bifor 30U 

ieeoth,) 
" Telle ich wole bifore jou alle: whi we beoth bider 

iwend, 
"Thuif mi louerd the Kingea heste: that ous hath 

isend. 
"Nojt that we wraththi eni man: other eni man »^e 

amis, 
" And aameliche onrg aire hevede: that onre chief is, 
" To wham al the wordle ahoneth: (God holdii him his 

mijte,) >33l 

" That au3te ech man jurnS bidde: to holde ech man 

to rijte. 
" Ac such6 knyjt^s as we beoth: hider we beoth iwend; 
" Oure louerd the King of EngSlonde: hider oua hav- 

eth isend, 
" To schewS furat the reverence: and the grete love 

also, 
" That he hath evere to jou ibore: and evere thenjth 

to do; 

f2 



n,oii,7=rir, Google 



68 LIFE AND MARTYRDOM 

" And that je sende him word bi ous: as 56 aeoth oas 

atonde, 
" Biechopes, Eorl^ and Baronns: the hejiste of Us 

londe. 
" If eni hejere faadde ibeo: hider he hadde iwend, 
"As to so he} cort as this is: hider ous he hath 

" To achewi furat in his name: as wide as the wordle ia, 
" So true princS nis to Borne: ne that so moehe joa 

loTeth, iwis; 
"Ne so mocbe honureth holi churcbe: and evere 

hath ido. 
" Tbarchebischop of Canterbure: ia noble man also. 
" That if o manere of him; as ich understonde, 
" Ther neri lend of Criatendom: &jen Engilonde, 
" Ke holi churcbe so wel: iscbnld &om ecbS WOU3, 
" Under swithg noble prince: and prelat god ynonj, 
" Ac the Archebiscbop Thomas: hath a lutS wille, 
" To apeiri mocbe his godaisse: and that lond then5[th] 

aspille. iwo 

"His wille is auch, that whan he is: icomS in fol 

tho5t, 
" He nele thurf constul ne thurf red: tiierof beo ibrojt. 
"In BUChS folie he is icomg nouthe: (oure lionerdhia 

thojt wende!) 
" Bote me mowe him therof bringe: that lond he wole 

aschende. 
" Therfore mi louerd the King jou bit; tbat 50 with 

oas sende, 
" A legat to Eng^tonde: to enquere therof than ende. 
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" Other cert^ he ia upe the pojrnte; al that lond to 

spille, 
" Bot« je ohaati him thurf Iftwe: and bynyme his fol8 

wille." 
Off alle the clerkSa that ther sete: noa of hem ther 

nae, 
That ne preisede moche this he^& man: for he so rena- 

ble was. >m* 

"Lordling8,"quath the Pope: " je iseoth wel jnonj, 
'* That je to tharchebischop telleth: beo hit ri3t other 

" Ac we ne mowe no dom 37ve: both he bimsUf her 

were, 
"Ne jugginoman bihynd^Mm: for no rijt hit nere." 
" Sire," qaath th[e] Eorl of Arondel: " 30 mote bet 

understonde: 
" A certeyn dai oua ia iset: to come to Engelonde; 
"And thane dai nethore we 11031 breke; for oure 

louerd the £inge; 
" Therfore 30 mote ous gracS do: somdel of thissS 

thinge. 
" We biddeth jou, if hit ia joure wille; a legat with 

oua eende, 
" And thareh^ischop bote also: to EngSlond^ wende 
" And as the legat ther enquereth: thersfter he mai 

do." '>" 

"Cert&, bean frere," quath the Pope: "ynde nojt 

take on so. 
"Inot whan tharchSbischop cometh: newhatbewole 

forth drawe; 
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" And to deme a man bibynden him; thu woBt hit nere 

no Iftwe," 
" Cert^B, sire," quatb this other: "we nethore abidS 

" Deperdeus," qaath the Pope: " doth a$ 30 habbetb 

ithojt." 
This othere werS wroth ynou: wel fture here leve 

lii nome, 
And wende bem forth in gret% wrathtbe; and to En- 



Seint Thomas was tho in Handres. in hnding, as 

hit wore, 
In the houB of Seint Bertin: for be him abussede 

there. >»eo 

AttS laste he aros hi njjtc : and out of Flandres wende, 
Al priveilicbe into France: as God the gracS sende. 
The Eing of FrancS that tho was: Lewis, god and 

hende, 
Hurde telle of this gode man; he let after him sende. 
Tho[t]hisholi man to him com: gret joyebe gan male; 
He bet him upon his lond: ynou5 of his take. 
To spene, to him and &IK his: whar so he evere come. 
Nolde Seiat Thomas abid^ no5t: er he com to Rome. 
The King him tok spense ynon3; to him and allS his, 
And send^ with him god condut: to bringe him ther, 

iwis. 13^ 

Tho this gode man to Rome com: he was faire 

underfonge; 
And somdel the Pope was anuyed: that he abod so 
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Me ocosede Mm of the trespds: that tlie Bischops 

tolde there, 
And bad him anewere for his Btat: and aleggi for him 

hou hit were. 
Seint Thomaa woldS up arise: me bad him sitte 

adouD; 
Biside the Pope he sat: and seidS his reisoun. 
" Sire," he eeide, " ich &m iset: the3 ich auworthi beoy 
" To wardi the ehurche of Canterbury; as 36 mowe 

"And thej ich ne beo nojt worthii such fol nam 

711031, 
" That the King scholde thurf me: in wraththS beon 

ibrojt. "W 

" For if ich wolde his willg do: and paye him of alle 

thii^e, 
" Ine ne scholde for n03t: in such contek him bringe; 
" He me wolde lovie ynou3: and al his lond, iwia, 
" Scholde at mi willS beo: and alle thing that is his. 
" Ac mi professioun ich babbe: to Jesu Crist ido; 
" And the biheste that ich habbe ymaked: ne snffireth 

me nojt so. 
" And if ich wolde hileve: ynaddS nonS neode, 
" To no man to go ous bituene : mjn erande forto 

heode. 
" Ac the ehurche of Canterbure: was iwoned to 

schjnS wide, 
" And beo as the sonne among alle othere: of the west 

side. "10 

" The Bonne that was so brijt: deork heo is bicome; 



n,oii,7=rir, Google 



'72 LIFE AND MAETY^DOH 

"BlodS clouden and stronge ynou; hire 1131 hire hab- 

beth binome. 
" Overcast heo is with the clonden: that lijt ne jifth 

heo non; 
" Whar thnrf the chnrchen of EngSlonde: idtu^ed 

beoth ecbon. 
" For a cloude hire had overcaat: that heo ne mai nojt 

li}te: 
"The l^Dg that Bcholde hire gov emy: bTDTineth al 

hire rijte. 
"Ich that scholde hire wardeyn beo: therajett ich 

mot fljte, 
" And Btonde aje and withsigge hire wrong: bi al myuS 

inijte. 
*' For the3 ich hadde a thonsend ly ves : (aa ynabbe bote 

on,) 
" Batbere than ich wolde tboUe: jyve ich hem wolde 

echon. IWO 

" The custumes aj^ holi chnrche: that the King hath 

. forth ibro5t, 
" Her 3e mowe hem noo ihare: if hi beoth to grant! 

He gan hem rede the lithere lawes: as he hem hadde 

He wep l^at the teres ume adoan: that deole hit wae 

to wite. 
Tho the Pope and his Cardinab: that seje him wepe 

80 sore. 
And ihurde ek this lithere lawes: hi ne mi3t« forbere 
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And wope also pitousliche: and herede God also, 
That hi mijte finde such a prelat: over tioli churche ido, 
That huld hire so mel to rijte: and ne suffredS ne 

And thonkede Grod of auch a man: andhonurede him 
ynouj. i*»o 

The Pope bet his clerk^s alio: thurf al Cristeadom, 
WitbsiggS Buche lithere lawes: wbar so eni of hem 

And that hi nere UufTred nowhar: hon so hi come to 

ende, 
And that hi deide rathere therfore; than holi churche 

lete Bchende. 
Tho Bpac him eft S^nt Thomas: wepinge welsore, 
" Inabb£ nojt ao mochS wo: that me nere worths more. 
" For thurf strenjthe of urthtich man: in snch poer 

am ich ido, 
" Ac ich donti a5en GrodSs wille: that ich unworthi beo 

therto. 
" Therfore God, for rijtfi wreche: uvel ending me doth 

sende; 
"Ac ich douti for mi wrecchS gult: that wors schal 

beo the ende, i"o 

" For mi sjnne and mi umni5te: that jnemoi hire 

wardi n05t. 
" Therfore, that holi churche: ne beo to grounde ibrojt, 
" Ich 3jre jou up mi biachopriche: another 50 mote 

ther do, 
" That hit mows Wardi bet: for nHvorthi ich am 

therto." 
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His ring he nom and tok tlie Pope: and jnld up the 

bischopriche. 
The Pope wel deolfuUicbe: and wel myldSliche gan 

Therof conseillede al the court: what the bestered wer^ 
To lete him teve therchebiscliopriGhe: other to do 

another there. 
" Me thin3th," quath a Cardinal: " in such cas as this 

man is, 
" Betere hit were to do another: in his stede, iwis,^*^ 
" Forto paje bet the King: and euch cas mijte bifaUe, 
" That the King wolde bileve and aswagi: the lithere 

lawSs alle. 
' For betere hit were, in taire manure: ho so hit mijte, 

to ends bringe, 
" Thitn contek holde in BachS iond: and nameliche ae 

the Kinge. 
"And me mi^te pnrreye the god£ man: as god as 

that is. 
" Tnot what conseil 50 wolleth rede: ich wole redS this." 
Hio seide another Cardinal: "yne rede nojtBo,iwi8i 
"For that wolde jjvi men ensample: aldai to do 

"For whan a king with a biscfaop: were wroth of eni 

thinge, 
"Anon tobringShimadoun: uvelelawSswoldS bringe; 
" And BO were holi churchS then: that levedi scholde 

beo. 1«1 

"Therfore thisconsail (me thin3th) isfeble:abett[e3re 

me mai iseo." 
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The Fop nom tlio Seint Thomast tatd tok him aje 

the ring, 
To beo ArchSbischop forth: stable thurf alle thiugi 
Sted£fast to holdS up: holi chm-chfi rijte, 
And be him wolde a5en ech man: helpS bi his mijtei 
And he ne scholdS no3t the ;ut: to SngeloadS wende, 
Ac abide betere grace; if God wold^ eende. 
To thabbei of Pontenay: to sojoumi there. 
He sente this boli man: forte hit betere were. '*™ 
With Intel fo]c, and lutel ese: ther be gan to leve; 
For he uadde silver non to spene: bote oa hi him 

His men he bron}tS in Bervise: here mete to wynnC 

there. 
Him silve he was alonS nej: hej man the3 he were. 
Lyf he werede hard ynouj: he werede hardS here, 
Schurte and brech hard ynonj: harderg non nere. 
The straples were istreynd harde jaouy. with knottSs 

also, 
The echurte tilde anon to his thies: the brech to his to. 
The knotten wodS in his flesche: ahoute in ech& side: 
Wei unesfi was hia brech: aboutS for to ride. 1*^0 

HardS mijte he ligge adonn: and hardS sitte also. 
LouerdI deore aboujte he hevene: wel au3te he come 

thertol 
The Bischops of Eng^londe: that ajen him were 

at Rome, 
And Eorles and othere ek: tho hi to Engelond come. 
Hi tolde the King al the cas: hon hi hadde isped. 
So son and wroth the King was: that he was ne3 &wed. 
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" Alias," he seidS, " thulke traitonre; that ich babbe 

forth ibrojtl 
" That he me achat such schame do: Toeimu hit tbolie 

11031. 
"Whan he flijth oat of londe: that jnemai to him 

come, 
" Ich wble me awrekS 1^ his kyn: hi schnlle abuggS 

He let Biche out al clene his treond: and hie kyu echon. 
And drof hem oat of Engglond: that hi ne bilevede 

Sik ne feble, jung ne old: ne wjmnjcn mid chylde, 
Ne chyldrene that aokinge were: moche he was unr 

In armes the moder bar the child; in herS wombS 

some: 
Tber hadde the King (me thinjth); a feble wreche 

ynome. 
Jhaaled hi were, in gret« meseise: oat of the lond, 

£ch god man hadde reuthe of hem; that ibardS of 

that cas. 
Among hem hi seide atiU^liche: that he lither Eing 

was. 
More schrewede the King bithojte: 5ut of Seint 

Thomas. ""x* 

The men that he drof of londe: were hem leof other 

loth, 
He make hem swerie npon a hoc: ech afW other, an 

oth; 
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That hi ne Bcholde in none stede: lev^, nonS stounde, 
£r hi come to Seint Tbomaa: ther as hi him founde, 
And toldS him hou hi were: out of londe ihrojt, 
To brings him more in aorewe: if hi mijte tume his 

thojt. 
}ut he broujte a Uther dedS more: npS Seint Thomas; 
He let bote, tharf al the lond : as wide as his poer was, 
That no man ne scholdS for him bidde: in churche ne 

ellSswhore; 
Ab me for tbarch^ischop doth: and ido hath jare.i'i" 
Lonerd! moche was the BchamS tlio: that holi chiirch 

bitidde, 
Whan heo ne mo8t£ for hire heved: among other men 

bidde! 
That folc of Seint Thomas &eond: thicke aboute 

him drou], 
Aldai that were iflemmid for himiinmeseiseand sorwe 

ynou5} 
And wope and cride dulfuUiche: and tolde faim al that 

cae, 
Hou hi werS fram him dc^e: and which here sorwe 

was. 
Seint Thomas bibuld hem dulfuUiche: and gan to aikg 

sore; 
Natbelee he makede hem fair semblant: to conforti 

hem the moret 
And sende this word to gladihem: that mennndefr]- 

Btondeth longe, "IB 

" EcbE lond," he seide: " ia contray to the stronge, 
"As ho Baith, the; }B beo: in straoge contray ibrojt, 
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" If je beoth strong in God£s lawe: hit ne achat 50U 

grevi nojt" 
Alle the he5B men of the lond: that ihnrde that caa, 
AcureedS the King, and seide: that he litfaer was. 
This sell men abouto him nome: for love of Seint 

Thomas, 
And fonde hem sustenance jnoay. in meaeise non ther 



Tho the tithinge to the King: of EngSlondS com, 
That this men were underfonge: gret deol to him be 

" Certfe," he seide, "whanynemai: bishnrtS sobuje, 
"In more meseiee- ich wole him bringe: that bis \jf 

him Bchal aniiye." "*" 

Qreye monSkSs of Cisteans: fram 3ere to 3ere, 
A chapitle makede general: of Abbotes that ther were; 
For moD^k^B of ech grei abbei: to this cht^itle come, 
Withinne a termS, as jut doth: tiiurfont al Crietendome. 
Tho the cb^itle plener was: the Kyng tbider sonde, 
To thabbotes plenerliche: that to the chapitle wende; 
And sende him word that him thojte: wonder gret 

ynouj, 
lliat hi wolde him so moche misdo: nncnndeliche and 

WOU3, 
To SDSteyne his withere wjne : among hem, and his fo, 
In thehousof Fontenej: that bronjte him in such wo; 
And bote hi him levede: and Busteynede him nomore, 
Alle the greye houa of Eng^londe; ofthonchS scbold^ 

sore: l»« 

For if hi susteynede his fo: no wonder hit nere, 
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The} he wreke him of tfaulkS hous: that in bis lond 

Tho this lettres to Sisteaus: among this Abbotes come, 
Of the thretinge hi dontede Bore: and gret consaU 

So that hi beds Seint Thomas: his bestS forto do; 
For hi ne therate, aje the KingSs wille: nomorS holde 

him so. 
Tho Seint Thomas this ihurde: he gan to sikg sore: 
He bad Jesus him helpS tho: and cride him milce 

and ore. "^<> 

," Lordlings," he eeide, "that me habbeth: sastejned 

meni o dai, 
" In mi giete neode, Jesu Crist: hit 3uldS; ynemai. 
" The £ing that threteth jon so faate: if je me hold- 

eth longe, 
" If Criat wole, je ne schnlle for me: nevere harm 

afonge. 
" Whar so ich evere an urthS beo: from jou I wol£ 

wende, 
" That 50 ne beo for me apeired: oure Louerd his 

grace me sendel 
" For icb mai }at mi metS bidde: ynam nap, to god 

" Gtod that fedeth the wyld^ best: me mai fede also. 
" Ac hou bit evere hi me bifalle: God, if hit is thi 

nille, 
"Hold up the rijt of holi churche: that heo fulliche 

ne apillel" i»w 
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As this boli man in tho5tS stod: wboder he mijtS 

like King of France, tbat w« bo god: sone gan his 

word sende, 
That he bilevede in al his lund: whar so his hnrte best 

dT0U5, 
Cheose him silvS, and he nolde: him send^ eponoBe 

Ther hit Both whan a man: in meet Borwe is and 

teone, 
Thanne is oure Lonerdes help wel nej: aa hit tho isene. 
This hoU man hJa levS nom: wel myldSUche and 

softe, 
And sor^ wepinge wende forth: and 30xede and djtS 

ofte. 
The Abbot of Fontenay: somdel forth him brou5tB; 
He axede of him whi he were: in so deolful th03te. 
" Ich wolE sigge," qnath Seint Thomas: " whi tch 

carie 80, i*'i 

" That thu ne tellS non fore; er myn endedu beo ido. 
" Ich am siker that ich schal: [deye] in martirdom: 
" For to nijt in mi sleping; a wonder meting me com. 
" In the chorche of Canterbure: me thojte ich etod, 

iwis, 
" Audstrivedeforholichurche: ajen the King and his. 
" Tho come ther foar knijtes: and emyte me ape the 

cronne, 
"Ech after other, that mi brayn: schadde on the 

grounde adonne. 
"Forme ich thonkiJesu Crist: that ich schal deyS so; 
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" Ac for mi mejaS icli sikg sore: that ynot what ich 

sclial do." isso 

This holi man him weadS forth: nith care and deol 

W weye, 
Forto he com to Seneouna: tuelf myle frftm PonteDcye, 
Ther he levede in sojourn; as longS as he wolde: 
The King him fond to spene ynouj: of silver and of 

This holi man levede ther: in pays and rest ynouj; 
Ac evere he carede for holi churche: that me dude so 

And sende to the King of EngElond: that he tete beo 

stille, 
That he ne werrede nojt holi churcbe; if hit werehia 

wille. 
Siththe the King of EngSlond: as bis wille him nom, 
Passede the see, as God hit wolde: and into FrancS com. 
The King of FrancS was aboute: (if Gfod wold the 

gracS sende,) isoi 

To acordi him and Seint Thomas: if he hit mijte 

bringe to ende; 
So that hi were tc^dere ibrojt: to a dai that hi sette. 
Seint Thomas com tofore the King: and as his louerd 

him grette; 
And to his fet ful adoun: and wep and cridg sore, 
"Have reuthe," he seide, "of holi cburche: and ne 

werrS hire nomore, 
" And ich wole do al thi wille: as ich seide er, hi mi 

"Saf mi Louerdes honur: and holi church^ rijte." 
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The King makede him wroth jnouj for that worth ; as 

he hadde ofte iheo, 
" Nod je mowe," he seide, " ecbone: his falshede iseo. 
" F<^ ynescholde, upe this word, do: nothing a5en his 

wiUe, leoi 

" That he ne echolde si^e that ich wolde: holi chnrche 

aspille; 
" And that icli were ajen Godea willet and in suclie 

man re he mi}te, 
" The lond destnrbi, and bTnjme: mi franchise and 

mi rijte. 
"Gode bischops ther habbeth ibeo; bifore, je wite, 

iwis: 
" That 5e seo mi tranisse: and that the wrong is al hU. 
" As the wyseste and the beste bischops: that bifore 

him \tere, 
" Ajen the meatS fol Iting: biforS me hem here, 
" Do he BO aj£ me: and ich paje me wel 7noU5; 
" And if he is aje this forme: me thinjth he havej wouj. 
" Other him thinjth, of bischops: so irys as he non nas; 
" Other he halth me the raeetS wrecche: that evere 

bifore this was." i*i> 

Tho seide the King of France: and all that hurdg this, 
" CertSs thu beodest him love ynon: the wrong is al 

his." 
Seint Thomas stod longe in thojte: and gan to siltS 

sore, 
" The} ich have ibeo in anu^: jut me is to comS more. 
" If the archSbischops bifore me: haddo ido here mijte, 
" Hit nadde ibeo no neod non: to coatecki ne to fijte. 
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"For er thie, hi were atable ynoMj! bi godS manSs 

" And cnstumeB ne beoth to holdS nojt: if hi beotti 
aje rijte. leao 

"And for the bischopes were to neache: bifore me, as 
ich hit fynde, 

" Here folie ich mot nou abigge: other hit worth bi- 

" Ich wot wel ther habbeth ibeo bifore: custumea in 

Engaonde, 
" Ac ajen rijte hi beoth; as ich understonde. 
" Thej hi longe isuffred beo: and to custumSa idrawe, 
" Ther ne mai no man to sothe sigge; that hit beo rijt 

" For ODre Lonerd loveth aoth and rijtaisae: aod uvele 

custumea rijt nojt, iwis; 
" And that he acheweth bi a word: that in the god- 

spel is: 
" For onre Louerd him ailf him eveneth: to sothnissS 

there, 
" Ac he ne eveneth him nonhar to cnstumSs: for aje 

rijt hit were. "W 

"Therfore me thinjth that bit is rijt: that we to soth- 

" And uvele custumes desturbi: that beoth aje lawe. 
" Therfore ynele sone cuatum^; suffri, bi mi mijte, 
" That ajen sotbnisse beoth: and holi churche rijte. 
" Her me mai iseo that none uvele lawes: no god man 

ne achal afonge, 
" Ac destarbi bi al his mijte: thej hi beo hotdS longe. 
g2 
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" For he tliat susteoetli nvele lawes: as nel he httveth 

the Binne, 
" Bote if he hem ale^e, if he miu: as he that hem 

doth byg[i]Qiie." 
Tho the King of France ihurdS tUa: and othere that 

tber were. 
That Seint Thomas this withseide: nothing apaid hi 

oere. >«*« 

" Sire ArchSbiachop," he seide: " ich ihur^ wel thi 

" The King the heodeth love ynouj: the strif is on ibi 

ilong. 
"That woldest bynyme his lawes: that nere nevere 

bjaome, 
■' And habbeth ibeo iholde of Eingesi that biforehim 

come. 
" Gret maister thu woldest alondS beo: to moche were 

thi poer; 
" To moche ich have honured the: in mi londS her. 
"Bote thn grantie the ri3te lawee: bicome ich wole 

thifo; 
" And if we beoth thine fon bothe: ynot whoder thu 

wolt go." 
Seint Thomas huld him evere in on: the EingSs werS 

wrothc!, 
And departede fram him so: in gretS wrathS bothe. 
Hi stode and makede noyse ynouj: Seint Thomas he 

stod BtiUe: ^'>" 

For rather he wolde thane deth; than herg lithere 

wille. 
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Kou helpS Criet this holi man: for neode be badde tho ! 
Nou bothe the Einggs beoth hia fon: whoder mai he 

non go? 
Iflemmed he was of Engeionde: and of France also: 
His men makede tho deol ynonj: and nustS tho 

what do. 
And namliche his cunn£s men: that for him il 



"Louerd," hi seide, "alias alias: that we of lyvS 

nerel 
" We beoth idtyve of Eng^onde: and of France also, 
" What scholdg morS sorwe, Louerd: than is icome 

ous to?" iB^ 

Seint Thomas him makede glad ynoay. and gladede 

also hia men anon. 
' ' Beoth stiUe," he aeide, " for je makieth : noodles deol 

echon. 
"50urS mete je mowe aswynke: as gode men doth 

" Beo }e fram me, hi woUeth beo freondes: that nou 

beoth 5ourg fon. 
"For je nabbeth hate of noman: bote for me with 

"And beo ye fram me twend: me wole jou lovie 

"A sire! merci," quath this othere: "we witeth wel 

al this: 
" For ous silvS nis ouB nojt: bote for the, iwis. 
"For we schuUe wel oure mete iwinne: ac we nute 

what thn schalt do: isee 
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"Bote thu scbulle for hunger deye: louerd, whu* thu 

schnlie so." 
" Ich mai bidde mi mete," qu&th Seint Tbomas: " ynam 

to god thertoi 
" God julde alle that eni god: for his love me hath ido. 
"BituenS Burgoigne and ProTince: as me doth me 

understonde, 
" Gode men beoth and almSsful: and of cimd^ londe. 
" If ynemot in France heo: thider ich wolS wende, 
" And bidde mi mete for GrodSs love: if he hit me 

wolS sende. 
"jut som god man me mai iseo: if hit is Godgs wille, 
" And habbe reuthe of me, and helpE me: that meseise 

me ne spille." 
His men for him and for hem silve: makede deol 

ynou3: 
This gode man among al bis wo: confortede hem and 

louj. 1«80 

AUaa the deol that tber was: that such aman bitiddet 
That tharcbebiscbop of Canterbure: scbolde his metS 

bidde I 
Deore aboujte he holi churche : and holi churchS rijte ! 
Wei aujte ech man her after drede: ajen hoh churche 

tofijte. 
As ecb man his lev8 nom; abonte forto wende, 
And this holi man ek, in his half: whoder Grod him 

woldg sende; 
Whoder God wolde, to bidde his met«: forte God him 

sende betere won; 
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God sende hia grace among hem alle: that son were 

echon. 
The KingSs messager of France: to Seint Thomas 

com gon. 
And seidS that the King him bad: to him come anon. 
Forth wende this holi man: ac he nuEte for whichfi 

thinge, iwi 

He tok him al to GodSs wille: and com bifore the 

Kinge. 
The King anon, so he him isej: toward him com gon. 
And to his fet ful akneo: and eride merci anon. 
"Blynd ich haveibeo," he seide: "and that ich under- 

stonde. 
"Ai mi lond to thi wille nouth; ich bitakS the an 

honde. 
"The while ich am in France Kyng: ich wole th6 

fynde ynou5, 
" For ich underBtonde that 3oth§ nouthe: that the King 

hath tW wouj." 
To Seint Denya he sende a5e : this god6 man, iwia. 
And fond him ther to spene ynou: him and alle his. 
More he dude his mi5t65Ut: and bituene ban sende his 

sonde, "I" 

To bringe acord bituenS hem: and the King of 

EngSlonde. 
At Mount Martre in France: this dai was ynome: 
Thider were the Kinggs bothe: and Seint Thomas 

icome. 
The King of FrancS dude his mijte: that hi were at 

one ibrou3t 
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Ac tho hi hadde to gadere ispeke: al bit was for nojt. 
For the King swor evere bis grete otb: that be nolde 

Bote the itatutz of Clarendooe: ibold^ were echon. 
And Seint Thomas swor, 1h his day: tfaat be nolde 

bolde uojt on; 
Bathere he wolde thane deth afonge: bote ther were 

other iwon. ^''^*' 

Hid wraththe hi departed^: and nolde non other 

do: 
Seint Thomas gan to eikS sore: and inliche wepe also. 
"Louerd," he seid^ "help me nou: for thi swet? 

wounde! 
" Other holi churche is upe the poynte: to beo ibr05t 

to groDode. 
Maister Heibard of Bozhani: that on of his clerkSs 

was, 
In priveit^ bituene hem tuo: seide to Seint Thomas; 
" Sire," (he seide,) " the Mountmartre: this hul 

iclipedis, 
" As hi habbetJi ispeke of the pays: of hoU churchy 

" And as the name saith of this hnl: icb douti on mi 

thojt, 
" Thurf thi martirdom holi churche: worth to ri3te 

ibrojt" "i» 

Thia other seide, and sijtS sore: "God 5eTe hit 

"That thurf mi deth holi churche: were ibr05t tberto, 
" That heo were in rijt^ lawe: and in god pees ibrojt: 
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" And if ich hit mijte briage therto: of mi deth nere 

me no t," 
Ajen midsomer hit bifut: that the King gan under- 

stonde, 
And in wraththe of Seint Thomas: ajen wende to 

Eng^onde, 
To seiei Henri his sone: with al hia kjn^om, 
And to cronni him, andlonge himthojte: er he therto 

com. 
And his consail that his was: mest of allS thinge, 
Holi churche and Seint Tbomaa: in unrijt forto 

hringe. "SO 

For the archSbischopes rijt: of Canterbury hit is, 
To crouni theKingof Eng^ond: and non other, ivis; 
And the King, in prejudice of him: to t^nyme liia 

rijte. 
Let other BiBchops crouni his sone: and cndde a lutel 

mijte. 
Four Bischops him crounede; ajen rijt and wone; 
Tharchebischop of Everwyke; and the Biacliop of 

Londone; 
And the Biechop of Salesburj': and of Boucetre also; 
At Weatmynstre, in Seint Peteres churche: this dedS 

was ido. 
The fader served^ the sone: attS mete, aday; l^so 

And with the reaumS aeidS him: as al that folc isay. 
This tethingea of this Kinges: to Seint Thomas come; 
Of the aQri3t he senAi some: to the Court of Borne. 
The Pope him sende his lettres 336 : and his buUe, that 

me scholde 
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Amansi the King and hia conaail: which tjrnt! that he 

wolde; 
And euspendi the Bischopa: that auch unrijt dude 

there; 
And entrediti al Engelond: forto hit amended were. 
Seint Thotnaa sthuld the lettre: forte Gtod the gracS 

Bende, 
That he mijte the dedS do: whan he to Engelond 

wende. 
jnt com Henri King tholthe: oftsone into France, 
And the King of France was anuyed: of hia destur- 

bance; ^""* 

And wende aboute to m^ie acord. and bituene sendS 

faate. 
So that, aa God hit wolde: hi acordede attS laate. 
A SeintS Marie dai Magdalene: ido was this dede, 
In a atede, that me clipeth: Tnutoures Mede. 
Also fnrde thacord: as. the mede icliped was: 
For therafter in a lat6 stounde: nothing isene hit nas. 
Uochehi speke in priveite: and in grete lo?e wende 

atuo; 
And Seint Thomas wende that the King: wolde al his 

wiU^ do. 
Maister Herbard of Bozam: to the King siththS 

wende, 
Upe foreward that hi hadde: as Seint Thomas him 

aendej l^^** 

And bad him hotS julde 13^: as furforth as he mijte. 
That his ballifa in his bischopriche: nome mid unrijte. 
" je," quath he, " wolde he so? jut he achal abide. 
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" loh wole fiiret lokS bou he wole: him bere in other 

"FeraTeuture he mtu ao faire: bim berS aje me, 

" That ich him wole julde ecb ferthing: therfore cheosS 

he." 
Lo which acord this was: and bou sone idol 
The anuy that baddeSeint Thomas: nas nojtyendedso. 
Maister Herbard weade aje: and tolde Seint Thomas 

fore. 179S 

"je," th03te this boli man: " this pees is forlore." 
Him silf Seint Thomas sithtbe: to the King^ wende, 
To apekg more of this acord: if be bit mijte amende. 
The King htm wotcomede as lijte: as he ne bald U03t 

tfaerto; 
And wende bim forth, and S^nt Thomas: to hure his 

masse also. 
He was iwoned to hure bis masse : as hit fnl to the daj, 
And tho nom he forth a soule masae: that no3t therto 

ne lay. 
For he nolde cusaS mass^os: to cubsS Seint Thomas: 
This boli man thojt? wel; whi tbencheaoun was. 
Wei narewe the King him bitho3te: to diyve his Uther 

thojt: 
Tbia acord was sone ido: and to feble ende ibro5t. ^^^ 
Tbo ihe massS was ido: in consail longe hi atode. 
Ofte the King up breide the be: him dude er of gode; 
Hon I05 man to bim he com: and in vldeb poer be 

him brojte. 
And that he anjte wel uvele ajen bim beo: if he bim 

wel bitbojte. 
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So hi were tt^adere looge: and tbo hi hadde al ido, 
Thej hit lut^ while ilaste: with love hi departede atno. 
Seint Thomas gan to sike sore: tho he him hadde un- 

derstonde, 
That he hadde ao longe ibeo: out of EDg^onde; 
Thej hit were sjen hia wille: him tho}te hit a lither 

dede, 
That his bischopriche hadde ibeo: withonte govern 

and rede. !'*> 

To the King of France he wendS furst: and to the gode 

men and hende, 
And faire of hem his leve he nom: to Eng^onde to 

wende. 
He thonkede hem of al onur: that hi him hadde ido, 
And with fiur condut and gret love: from hem wendS 

With gret honur he wende of France: toward Eug& 

londe] 
AttS havene he gan abide: that me clipeth Wliit- 

sonde. 
The lettres that he hadde of Rome: to EngSlond he 

sende, 
To do the sentence al abrod: bifore him er he wende. 
The Archebischop of Ererwjk: in sentence he let do, 
And the Biachop of Salesbnre: and of Londone also; 
For hi hadde icrouned the jungS King: ajen hia dignete. 
With nnri5t in hia bischopriche: he amansede all^ tbreo. 
Tho the tethinge to hem com: hi makeden hem wroth 

ynouj, iw* 

And thretnede this holi man: thej hit were with WOU5. 
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Seint Thomas wende toward schipe: to Engelond to 

wende: 
A man ther com fram EagSlond; ajeu him, god and 

heude. 
"Aairel" he seide, "for GodSs love: ne passe 11031 

jut the see; 
" For knyjtes therbeoth in Eng^onde: iredi tb€ tosleu. 
' At eche havene hi awaitieth: to kepe th6, meni on: 
" If thu comest among hem oujt: thu worst aslawe 

anon." 18 10 

" Certfe, are," quath Seint Thomas: "ynele no long 

abide; 
" To Eug^ond ich wole non drawe: itidS what bitide. 
"Thejichbeoto drawe Ijmemeleijuele abide namore: 
" To longe ich have thannes ibeo: . and that me reweth 

Bore. 
" The soulSs that ich have to loke: six jer and more, 

""Without? warde habbeth ibeo: alias to longe hit ia! 
" Wei ich wot ich words ther: aalawe, er com? longe: 
"Ich wole for holi churchS n$t: than? deth fawe 

afonge. 
" Acbiddethfor me toJesu Crist: ich bidde, par charite. 
"Ac tofore alls othere namSliche: o thing biddeth 

for me, laao 

" That God, for his holi grace: to Canterbury me sende, 
" That ich mote quik other ded: to myn owe church^ 

wende; 
" If ynemay nojt alyvS come: er ich ymartred beo, 
" That mi bodi mot? ded: God hit granti me!" 
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Hia leve he nom dulfulliclie: to schipe he wends tho: 
He thoakede him al ODur: that he him hadde ido. 
And biteijte al FrancS Jesa Crist: and blescede hit 

wel faste, 
That folc makede deol 711011}: the sorewe longe ilaste. 
At DoTere werS EnyjtSa jare: that iharde of him 

telle, 
As sone as he come np there: iredi him to quelle, isso 
Sire Benald de Warenne: and Sire Bandolf de Brolie, 
And also Gerveis the Scherreve: gret folc with him 

toke, 
To kepe this sell man at Dovere: whan he come up of 

the see, 
And, bote he wolde here willS do: al yaS him to sle. 
To tiie havene of Sandwich: that schip wel erene 

drou}, 
Ajid thother him abide at Dorere: with threiing ynonj. 
In the schip^s seyl anhej: this holi man let do, 
A croicS that me far ise}: isowed faste tfaerto. 
That was sigoe of his ban^r: for other ne kipte he 

MeSBtodeatSandwych, andbihulde: thecroic^menion. 
"Weseoth non hiderward," hi seide: "oure Bisdiop 

Thomas." laii 

The jut he was fur in the see: me wiatS ho tat was. 
The cri was sonS widS conth: that fc^ oro swithe 

ynou5; 
And er he were to londe icome: faste ajen him drou}. 
Hi cride and thonkede Jesu Criat: that hi him moste 

alyve iseo; 
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Hi wolcomede him with joje jnonj: oe mijte uomaii 

more beo. 
The thriddS dai of the Advent: bifore Cristas masse 

hit was, 
That he com thus to Eng^nd: this gode man Seint 

Thomas; 
The sovethe jer that he furet wende: out of Engfilonde, 
For six jer and a month he was fleme: as ich under- 

stonde. imo 

This was ellevS hondred jer: and sixti and teue, 
After that God an urthe: in his moder ali5te, ich wene. 
The word to this Kiii5t& com: to Dovere, of this cas, 
Hon Seint Thomas theboU man: at Ssndwych arjved 

was. 
To Saudwych hi wendS faste: Seint Thomas hi fonde 

With lither semblant 7noa3: hi wolcomede him echon. 
Hi seide, " Hou haTeetou thanC wey: to EngHonde 

ynom^ 
" That desturbest the lond: as sone as titu er ieome, 
" And also al hoU churche: as we aldai iseoth, 
"That amansest the Biachops: that thyne felawSs 

beoth? 18W 

" Thn aujtest mid allS lawe: love pees and arere, 
" And th» nas nevere alondS pees: siththe thu bischop 

" If tbu tbeuchest wel to do: withdranj thi dede, we 

redeth, sone; 
"Othermeschaldobithe: as hi such a man is to done." 
" Mi leovg freond," quath Seiut Thomas: " soth hit is 

ynous. 
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" That maneuig ich let do: mid ri5te and nojt mid 

wonj; 
" And bi mi louerdes leve, the King: that e«h man 

in ri3te were, 
" That BO gret trep4s ne wendS forth: bote hit amended 

were, 
"And were eftsonS afterward: mid nnrijt and aj^ 

lawe, 
"In diserteisoun of mi chnrche: to custume idrawe. 
Tho the Eai5teB ihurde: that the King consentede 

therto, 1871 

Hi bilevede here gretSmod: and here threting also. 
And in faire manere bede him: undo his mansioge, 
To norischi love to hia felawes: bituene him and the 



So that respit bituenS hem: of this anawere hi nome, 
Forte S^nt Thomas amorwe: to Canterbury come. 
Seint Thomas amorWe: to Canterbure droaj j 
The contrai a5en him com: with joje and bliaseTiionj. 
Ech preost aomnede his parosche: clanliche, in ech 

ende; 
To beo jare ajen him; with processioun to wende; 
So that with procesaioun: meni and faire ynoaj, i^' 
With croiz and with tapres: the contraj ajen him 

dronj. 
With croiz and with taperes: ne mi3te non morS beo. 
Hi thonkede allS Jeau Crist: that hi mijte hi"! 

alyre iaeo. 
Of bellen and of taperee: so gret was the soon. 
Of instrument and of song; tho he com into the totin, 
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That me ne mijte ihure other thing: for the Dojse so 

gret} 
More joye ne mijtS beo: than was in the stret. 
As oure Louerd a PalmsonedM: booured was ynou3, 
Tho he rod iato Jerusalem: and toward his dethS 

drou3; 1890 

Also was Seint lliomas: aa me mijte iseo there, 
For oure Louerd wolde that his deth; ilichS to his were, 
Er this holi man, Seint Thomas: to his church^ come, 
The monekes with processioun: a3eii him thane wei 

Of his palefrai he alijte adoun: and the monekea 

echon,' 
To the heje weved myld^che: hi ladde him up luion. 
Tho he hadde at churche ido: al that was to done, 
With his men myld^che: to his in he wendS sone. 
If adde Seint Thomas no5t ibeo : at his palejs wel longe, 
That this Kni3t63 eft ne come: here answere to 

afonge. i"** 

Hi beden as hi duden er: undo his mansinge, 
And assoilli the Bisschops: that he let therinne bringe. 
" Bean frere," quath Seint Thomas: " that ne mai ich 

do nojt; 
" For hi beoth in sentence: thurf the Pope ibrojt. 
"Andynemai nojt undo bia dede: je wite, in nonB 

place; 
" Ac no3t for than ich tristg wel: so mochS to his 

gra^e, 
" That ich wole assoilli hem: in thissfi form^ fawe, 
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"That hi do sursnce forto stonde: to holi churchS 

lawe, 
"And to the heved of hoK charche: and in otiier 

form* noa." 
The Enijt& tho hi hardS this: faste hi chidde echon ; 
And tho hi nadde non other vord: for wraththS forth 

hem wende, J"*' 

And tolde the Biachopa here answere: that hem thider 

sonde. 
Hie Biachopa hem tnakede wroth ynonj: and thret- 

nede faste, 
And natheies the tueye of hem: withdrove hem att£ 

The Bischop of Salesbury: and of Londone also, 
To holi churchS woldS stonde: and to hire loking also. 
Ac tharchebiachop of Everwyk: anon him withsede: 
" Daithat," he aeide, " that astonde: so folliche at joare 

red^ 
" Forto don oua in his grace: that evere was onre fo. 
"He hath idooua meni schame: and thanne he wole do 

ous mo. 1030 

" The3 he habbe of 50U poer: he nath non of me, 
" For Archebiachop ich am: je wite, as vel aa he. 
"Ich wot ich have a lut€ cofre: that stent bol and 

Bound, 
" Ther beoth 3ut innS attS leste: ajtS hondred pound. 
"5are ich am to spenS that: 5ut me thenchetA to Inte, 
" Forto awreke ous wel of him: and alegge his pmte. 
" Wende we to the Kinge anon: and telle we of this 

dede, 
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" And that him ne tideth nerer^ pees: bote he him 

therof rede." 
This three Biechopa hastSUche: over see than& wei 

Qome; 
Alute biforS Criates masse: to the King hi come. '^^ 
Hi fonden him in Nwmandie: hi folle adoun akoeo; 
Hi beden him holden up his onur: and h^e help to 

beo. 
Hi tolden him hou this gode man : tbo he to londS eom, 
Desturbede al holi churche: and the k^edom; 
And hou be hadde with gret£ prote: in sentence ido 
Alle that makede his soneKyng: andassentedetherto; 
And hou he, in desplt of him: dude suche lither dede, 
And the lawes of his lond: ^out rijt withsede. 
Thej King the he hnrdS this: for wraththe he wasnej 

wed; 
He jeode up and doun as witles: and ofte in thojtg 

stod. 184 

" If alio that makedi mi soue King: he manseth," he 

sede, 
" Mid the furste he manseth me: for hit was mi dede. 
" Ho mi5te in suchS Borinisse: such Ijf loi^e lede? 
'* The traitour aapiUeth al that lond: and brin5di oua 

in wrecchede." 
Ofte he cursede aUe: that he hadde forth ibrojt, 
That hi of the falsS preost; hie fo, ne wreke him n03t^ 
That desturbed al that lond: and bro3t€ in wrecchede. 
As he jeod€ up and doun: and this wordSs sede, 
His Enijl^s, tho hi hurdS this: hi Btode BonS stille: 
Hi bithojt^ still^liche: to paje the KingEs wille. "^ 
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Fonre that the mest^ achrewen were: bithojten of a 

gyle, 

Sire Renald le Fizours: and Sire Hughe de Moreville, 
And Sire Williem the Traci: and Sire Richard the 

Brut; 
BexG namgs, for here schrewede: ne beoth nojt for3utS 

ut. 
Hi nome hem to redS still^che: to paaei the see, 
And fortopajethe HJngSs wiUe: Seint Thomas to sle. 
StillSliche hi wendS forth: that no man hit nuBte. 
Hi were nejwhat att£ see: erthe King hit wiate: 
Tho the King hit underlet: aifter hem he eende, ^^^^ 
That hi levede here folie: and a5en to him wende. 
Acthismessagernemijt^ no3t:atakehemniidnoginne. 
For er he com to the see: hi were far with inne, 
Tho makede the King deol ynou3: that hi were forth 

And that the messager hem ne oftok: that he after 

hem isend. 
Seint Thomas at Ganterbure: a Midewynteres daj, 
Stod and prechedS that folc: as men! man isay. 
In his predicatioun: he gan to sikS sore, 
And deol and aorwe makede jnoiiy. ne mi3tS no man 

He wep and lokedS therto: hou the teres ume adoun; 
Ther was ek meni weping e3e: Bone into al the toun. 
" Mi leovS freond," quath Seint Thomas: wepingS wel 

Bore, iB»i 

"3onre preost ich habbe awhilS beo: ac ynemai non 

nomore. 
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" For myn endedai is ne3 icome: jnS worthS nojt her 

longe, 
"Ich achal for holi churchS rijt: quik thane deth 

afonge. 
"Biddeth for me, for GodSalove: aod for holi chnrche 

also. 
"That is almest ibrojt to gronnde: bote God nyme 

jeme therto. 
" Ac thane deth ich wole fawe afonge: whan hit ia 

GodSs wille, 
"For the rijt of holichurche: rather than heo aspille." 
Boc and candle he nom anon: and amansedS rijt there, 
AUe that werrede holi churche: and a5en hire rijtfes 

were; l"'o 

And nameliche Sire Randolf de Broke: and Sire Bo' 

bert de Brok also, 
That the biechopriche of Canterbary: mid anri3t 

hadde misdo. 
For t^e while Seint Thomas was out of londe: the 

King Henri bitoc 
The bischopriche, al to loke ; to Sire Randolf de Brok ; 
And he makede Robert de Brok: his clerk that was 

tho, 
Wardeyn therof under bimi that dude the lond wel wo. 
He destruyde al the bischopriche: and to him nom and 

Aroaj, 
And let him gret bold arere: of that be nom with wouj. 
Therinne a Cristes mass€ dai: tho this mansing was ido, 
He sat and et nobliche: and meni with him also. ^^^ 
He casts honndSs of hia bred: that bifbre him lay, 
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And everech bound hit forsoc: as al that folc isay. 
Tho handlede he other bred: and let meuge hit^ attS 

laete, 
With other bred ther bidde: and amonge the honndes 

hit caste. 
Al that he ihandled hadde: the houndSs hit forlete. 
And chose ont thother ther among: and clanliche hit 

The mansing was on him isene: anon thulkS day; 
Ther was gret wreche of God: as al that folc iaay. 
Wban hi that bred forsoke: that tofore him lay, 
Bi a Fridai, thulkg jer: was Crist^a masse day. i»90 
As this foui' lithere Eni5teB: of wham we gonng telle. 
To EngSlondS were icome: Seint Thomas forto 

quelle; 
To the castel of Saltwode: a Seint Thomaa dai hi come. 
Six myle fram Canterbury: and tber here in nome. 
And Sire Kandolf de Brok: to hem com wel sone. 
ThulkS ni3t hi nome here red: the lithere dedel^ done. 
Amorwe, a Childeme masa^ dai: (as God the gracS 

sende,) 
Sire Randolf de Brok: to Canterburg wende, 
Forto enquere of Seint Thomas: whar hi him mijt^ 

fynde, 
That he ne drowe him nojt awei: ne huddS him bi- 

hynde. «>oo 

This Knijtes thane Tuesdai: nolde no leng bileve, 
Ac wendS forth to Canterbure: wel er hit were eve. 
AboutS tyme of evSsong: to Seint Thomas hi come, 
Thane wei, baldSliche: to hix chambre hi nome> 
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Hi come, tuid fondeu him etillgliche: in his chambre 

Btonde, 
With his privei clerkes: and gret conuUl hadde an- 

honde. 
Sire Renald le Fizours: grimlichg forth wende: 
" Sire," he seide, " oufe louerd the King: in message 

hider ous sends. 
"Fram him out of Normandie: an beste we hahbeth 

ibro3t, 
" That thn do his comuidSment: that thn ne bileve 
hit no5t; MlO 

" And Uiat thn weodS to his sone: that jung Eyng 

ymaked is, 
" And amendeajen him that thu hast : bis fader ido amis ; 
"And swere him oth to beo him true: and of the 

baron)re also, 
" That thu boldest of him in chief: do that thn anjtest 

to do. 
" The clerkes that thu bringest with the : if hi wolleth 

her astonde, 
" Swerie the King tme to beo: other hi scholle out of 

l<mde." 
"Beau sire," quath this godS man: "joeK the no}! 

lie: 
" Icb wole do the King that ich aiijte: for the baronle. 
"Ac nolde Giod that boli chnrche: underfote were 

so, 
" That ich, other mi clerkes: eni of hem do, so*i 

" Thu west wel that alle the lewede men: that beOtb 
in his londe. 
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"Ne snerietb ii03t thnlkS oth: as ich nnderstonde. 
" Kou wolde 36 holi churche: in gret BervagS do, 
" In more than a lewed man : nai, ne worth hit nojt eo." 
" Me thinjth wel," qnath Sire Renald: " tha nelt do 

nothing, 
" Of the heste that we bringeth th^ : fram onre louerd 

the King. 
" We hoteth th^ ek, in hia half: that thu assoiUi also 
" llie Bischop[a] that thu hast: in sentence ido." 
" Beau sire," quath Seint Thomas: " hit nis mi ded£ 

" Ac thurf the F<^>& owS mouth: hi beoth in sentence 
ibrojt; ^"o 

" And, thu woat wel, ynemai nojt: the PopSs dede 
undo." 

" Thurf the Pope," quath Sire Renald: " ido? thurf 
the hit ia so." 

" If the Pope," quath Seint Thomas: " hath in sen- 
tence ibrojt, 

" That habbeth mi churche misdo: hit ne mispaeth 
me nojt" 

" In ache manere thu schewest wel:" Sire Renald s^d£ 
tho, 

" Forto anuf e oure louerd the King: and thu ert his fo. 

" Whar thurf we wel iseoth: thu wilnest him do wo, 

" And bynyme hia croun^, if thn mijt: ac hit ne schal 
nojt go bo; 

" And king thu woldest beo in his stede: thu ne worst 
nevermo." 
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"Certes, sire," qnath Seint Thomas: "yng thenche 

nojt therto. 3<M0 

" Ac ich him wole rathere therto helps: so mochS as 

ich may, 
" And for him and his bonur: ich biddS ni5t and day. 
" For ther nis non an arthe: that ich lovie more, iwis, 
" Than ich do him, eauf hie fader: that mi lonerd is. 
" A Seintg Marie dai Magdalene: (to sothe ich siggC 

th^,) 
" Thacord was ymaked: bitnene mi lonerd and me; 
" And he eeide me that ich lete amanai: alle that 

habbeth misdo 
" Mi churche, that is hie ow£ moder: and that ich 

habbe ido." 
"Avoy! eire preost!" qoath this other; "to moche 

thu Bpext nej, 
"Thu desclandrest thin owi lonerd: thou nert 

nothin[g] slej, aoao 

" Saiston that mi lonerd the Kng: in mansing let do 
" Alle that makede his sone King: ne con8ent«de he 

therto? 
" Nas hit al bi his ovrS dedei and hi non other man^ 

lore? 
"Avoi! wre preost!" he eeide, "bithench the bet: 

ne sta thu bo nomore." 
" Sire," quath Seint Thomas: " thu woat wel hit was 

so: 
" For thu were ther tho the silf: and meni other therto, 
" Archebischops and Bischops: and other grete and 

he3ei 
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" je, vjf hondred men and mo: m ihi silf iseje." 

"Beo Btille!" quath this lithere Knijt; "hold thi 
mouth, ich rede. 

" Thamisaiust foule thin owg louerd : daithat hit bo sede. 

"Ho ndjtii Bufiri such deaclsndre: bote he nomS 
wrecche? **i 

"Bi the fei that ich owe to God: me schal thi ano- 
ther teche." 

His feUwes alao everechone: here arm& abrod caste, 

Andfurde as mea thatwodSwov: and thretnedS faste. 

Totbemonekeshiwendeanon: " cometh forth," hi sede, 

"56 holdeth her the KingSs fo: witeth him wel, ich 
rede: 

" And her to the KingSs wille: his bod! habbS 3are, 

" Other he achat joure londea abonte: and joure ma- 
nors make bare." 

" Sire Eenald," quath Seint Thomas: " wenestoo ich 
wole fleo? 

" Nai, parde, nojt of<&t: for the King ne for the !" 3070 

" Bi Gode, sire preoat," qu&th Renand: " bi than thu 
wost than ende: 

" Thi fleoinge worth swithfi schort; thu ne Bchal no3t 
fur wende." 

This Enijt^ in grete wraththe jnoay. wendS forth 

And lete hem armi swithS wel: and come a5e echon. 
With Bwerd^s and with axes: and mid other arm& mo; 
Robert de Brok, the lithere clerk: was with hem tho. 
Into the clcnstre of Canterbnre: with grete no^se hi 
gonne weve: 
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The inonekea soi^e compli: for kit was 1165 eve. 
SniuiUB for this gretS aayee'. fnlle adoun for fere; 
Summe bigonne to fleo aboute: as M witles were. ^''^ 
Seint Thomas nom a croice anhosde: and other armSs 

And therwith wel baldSBche: jeode sjen his fon. 
The monekes urnS tohimsone: "Sire, meTci!"hisede, 
" For Godea love abyd jut: oiire Louerd the mai wel 

rede. 
" Snfire that we helpS the: other that we with the 

deye." 
Some wolde maki the dorea: tho hi this is^e. 
" Bileveth," quath this holi man: " 56 ne doth nojt as 

the wise: 
" Singeth forth jour ev&ong: and onre LouwdeB aer- 

vise. 
" Me ne achal of holi cbnrche: caetel mak non. 
" Leteth folea astonnde awede: and in here folies gon." 
This Knijt^ comg reken in: here foliea forto do: 
" Whar is," hi seide, " the traitour: and fala Biachop 

also?" ^'B* 

Seint Thomas nom the croiz anhonde: and answerede 

his fon: 
" Her ich am, GodSs preoat: ac traitour nan ich non. 
" Secheth him that wole 3a fleo: other thredS jonre 

thretinge. 
"No preatere ne beoth joure swerdes: me to dethS 

bringe, 
"That myn hurtS preatere nia: thane detliS forto take: 
" For the rijt of holi churche: ynele thane deth foraake." 
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Ther wend^ forth on, anon: and his hure of drouj, 
And hia mantel afterward: mid yj\t6 jnonj. ^^'^ 

Sire Beaald le Fizoure: purenede him anon. 
" Sire Benald," quath Seint Thomas: "hou Bchal this 

nou gon? 
" Ich have the oft^ god ido: the and othere mo." 
"Thu schalt eone," quath this other: "wit«houhit 

schal go. 
" Traitour! thu ert ded anon: other neli do!" 
"Toaothe,"quath[this}holi man: "presticham therto< 
" For the rijtes of holi chnrcbe: of the deth ich am 

" If heo mi}te therafterward: in peeB heo and in lawe. 
"Ac ich bidde ju, if 36 sicKeth me: in ourg Louerdes 

" That je ne come ne5 no man: him to no schame: 
" For non other gulti nis: of that je witeth me; *'" 
" Alle gulteles hi beoth bote ich one: therfore siker 

"And also gulteles as hi beoth: harmles leteth hem 

wende." 
This gode man sat adonn akneo: tho he sej his ende: 
And forto fongS martirdom; the heved he bed adoun, 
And wel softe, as aomme ihurde: seide bis oreisoun. 
"OureLouerd and Seint Marie: and Seint Dionis alst^ 
"And alle the avowes of the churche: that ich an od 

" Ich bitake mi soul here: and holi churche rijte." 
5ut he bad for hoU churche: tho he nadde non other ■ 
mi3te. 3130 
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Sire Renald le Fizoure: meat schrewe of echos, 
Forto smjte thia holi man: his Bwerd he drouj anon. 
Ac Edward Grim, that was his clerc: of Grant«- 

brugge ibore; 
To heipe his louerd, if he mijte : his arm palte bifore. 
He wondede his arm swithe sore: the blod orn adoun: 
With thulkg dint he smot also: Seint Thcnnas upethe 

croun, 
That the blod orn bi his face adoun: bi the rijt half 

of the wonnde. 
Loude gradde this litbere Knijt: "smiteth alle to 

groimdel" >"« 

Edward Grim and alle his meo: that aboute him were, 
Ume aboiite ech in his side: upe the wevedSs for fere. 
Ab hit bi oure Louerd furde: tho the Gywea him nome, 
Hifl disciples flowe anon: he nuste whar hi bicome. 
For In the Godspel hit is iwrite: as oure Louerd silf 

sede, 
" Whanmesmyteth theschephurde; the schep woUetb 

to sprede." 
And oure Louerde bad me ne scholde: hia discipl^ 

non harm do: 
Theron thojtS Seiat Thomas: and bad for hia men also. 
Another Knijt smot Seint Thomas: in thulkg sUtC 

wounde, 
And makede buye his face adonn: and loke toward 

the gronnde. 
The thridde in thulkS ailv^ atede: therafter tiim smot 

anon, *'»» 

And makede him aloute adoun: hia facC upe the ston. 
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In thnlke etede tbe fnrthS emot: that tiiothere hadde 

er ido, 
And the poynt of his swerd brok: in the marbelston 

For honnr of the holi man: that therwith was 

ismyte, 
Thulkepojnt at Canterbory: the monekes witieth jnte. 
With thulkS stroc he smot of: the sculle and eke the 

croune, 
That the brayit om abrod: upe the pavSment ther- 

donne. 
The white brayn wasymengd: with red blod there; 
The colour wae fair to iseo: the; bit reutbS were. 
And alround hit om abonte his heved; ae thej hit 

were a diademe, sw 

And alround therabontS lay: wherof me tok grete jeme. 
For whan me peynt an halewe: }s He seoth nojt 

bUeved, 
That ther nis ipeynt around: alaboute the heved; 
That is iciepid diademe: as me Bej ther a f^ caa, 
Bi the diademe of his heved: that he balewe waa. 
Tbo this holi man was aslawe: tbia Knijt^ gradde 

echone, 
" This traitonr is to dethe ibrojt: wende we bunne 

"Suetb oua tbe King^s men; uid alle that with bim 

beotb: 
" Of thia traitour we beoth awreke: aa we alle iseotb. 
"Hetbojte beo hejere than the King; and bynyme 

his croune, 
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"Andto nojtbringeal that loud: and sod lie lith tber- 
doune!" =">*' 

As the Gywes dude bi oureLouerd: tbo hi woldehim 
to detK^ do, 

That he makede him king, and non nas: and Godes 
Sone also. 

Tho thM lithere Kni5te3: fram Seint Thomas were 

Robert de Brok him bithojte: and aj€ tnmedo anon. 
And tburf hia scuIlS amot the swerd: fur with inne 

the heved, 
That the sculle al amti was: and no brajn therinne 

bilevede- 
As the GywSa smyte onre Louerd: into the hurte 

grounde, 
Aft£r his deth, with a spere: and makede him the 

vyftg wounde. 
This lithere men alle in o atede: smitS Seint Thomas, 
In the sculle evene abrod: as the crounS was. s*^" 
He nas nojt the man that wolde: bia beved encs 

witiidrawe, 
Ne fondfi forto blinche a strok: ne his fot awetward 

wawe; 
Ne en& grone ne makie cri: ac myldeliche and softe 
His heved hald eveneforth: thej hi smyten ofte. 
This lithere £nijt& wende anon: to his tresorie, 
And breke hia dorSs and bia cofres; and dnde here 

robberie; 
Hi Dome his clothSs and his hors: and hie tresdur 

also, 
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Chartres snd other prirei writes: that in his cofres 

were ido. 
Hi bitoke hem Sire Racdolf de Brok: that he to the 

King% wende, 307B 

TherwithiutoNormandie: andsi^e thathihimseDde, 
That he dude therwith what he wolde: and if ther eni 

were, 
A3en hia tronchiBe and his wille: that he hit Bone to 

tere. 
Among his treeour lii fonde ek: tuei wel strong^ here, 
Wei vjlliche hi hem nome and caste awei: as hi nojt 

worth nere; 
And natheles hi bithojt^ hem: and were somdel in 

fere. 
And bispeke bitaene hem atill^che: that he god man 

were. 
Sire Williem de Traci aiththfi tolde: of this gode man 

Seint Thomas, 
The Biachop of Excestre in schrifte; as he ischryv^ 

was. 
That tho Seint Thomas was isLawe: and hi outward 

were, 
Hem agros so sorS that hi were: ne5 witles for fere. 
For hem thojt^ as hi outward wende: ne jeoden hi 

nojt BO awithe, *»> 

That the urthe openede hem aj^: to swolewe hem 

alyve. 
Tho Seint Thomas aslawS was: and the KDi5teB out 

agon. 
Into al the toun of Canterbure: couth hit was anon; 
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Th&t folc cride dulfulliche: and to cfaurchS drowe, 
And homirede that holi bodi: and custe hit ynowe. 
Tbemonekes come sonetfaider: and thisLoli bodi toke, 
In a bere faire hi hit leide: and tofore an auter hit 

woke, 
The face was whyt and cler ynouj: and no bled ther- 

Botefram the lift half of his foreheved: to the lift hjf 

of his chinne, 5i*> 

A smal rewe ther was of blod: that over his noeS 

droD}; 
No more blod nas in his necke: as that folc iBe3 jnouj. 
The wonden bledde al longS nijt: me mijte hente 

therof, ivh: 
In the churche of Canterbure: of the blod jut ther is. 
Ac he nae of nothe worse heu: for al that he bleddfi 

there, 
Bote cler and ihewed wel ynouj: as he alyve were: 
Sumdel la5inge with his mouth: he lai aa he slepe. 
That folc was aboute him thicke: thatblodfortokepe; 
And forto gaderi of that blod: that ischad was in the 

grounde, 
And of the nrthS that was bibled : glad weren hi whan 

hihitfoande. ^i'" 

For that nolde noman hem werne: thicke awei me hit 

drouj. 
And ho mijte him enSa tiioehi: he was glad ynouj. 
Amorwe this lithere Knijtes: armeden hem efCsone, 
And withoQte the toung nome here red: what hem was 

to done. 
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Hi radden hem to nyme this bodi : aai with wylde hors 

to drowe, 
And on a warjtreo hongen bit siththe: and seidS hit 

was Uwe: 
For he naa worthg to beon ibnred; in churche, ne in 

chaFGh5erd. 
This monekea overtrowede this : and were Bumdel aferd. 
Hi bnrede this holi bodi; in a atede ther biside, 
With wel lute solempnete; for hi ne therate no leng 

abide. ''^ 

This holi bodi waa ibured: in the minstrS of Jesn 

Crist, 
Btfore Seint Aostines weved: and Seint Johnes the 

Baptiat. 
Hi ne therate ao longe abide: that the bodi iwaechS 

were, 
Ac al ungrdtbedhi leide hit in: and hi5edS for fere. 
Aa hi Btrupten his clotbSs of: al abonten him hifonde 
Clerk&9 clothes, as hit biful: ac another att£ grounde: 
For monekes abjt was withinne: as hi fondS there, 
Bothe couele and stamyn: hi fonde next the here. 
So that he waawithinnSmonek: and eefiuler withoute: 
Nuate Doman his prlveite; of that hem was aboute. 
Next his fiesch his herS was: with knottSs menion; 
That deope in his flesch hi wode: and aumme anon to 

the bon. *l3a 

Therof he hadd^ schmrte and brech: lutel esehemijtS 

vele; 
So that be waa therinne ibonnde: fram schuldre to the 

hele. 
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With Intel ese he mijtS sitte: and nn^sSlichS ride, 
And un^s^icbe liggS ek: and wende up aither side. 
Ful of wormSs was his flescK: ek to other wo, 
In no creature (ichnnderatoude): ne fond oevere man 

For in eche BtedS of his fleschi hi were bo thicke 

isete, 
That the grete ne mi3tS come: for the smalS to here 

met«. si«( 

FaBte hi Bchove and cropg ek: as emeten alaboute; 
Ac the smalS clevede fastS to: the grete lerede with- 

oute. 
He deide ellevfi hondred 3er: and soventi and on. 
After that oure Louerd alijte: to n;me oure flesch 

and bon. 
Of three and Tjfti 5er him Bilf: of elde he was tho: 
He haddE meni a fair dai: il^ed in care and wo. 
The Sing was evere in Normandie: and therof nustS 

no3t: 
He makededeolandsorwe^nou: tho thetethinge him 

was ibro3t. 
In the castel of Argentejme; he Bojournede tho, ^'^^ 
Withoute the jet ne com he nojt: foorti dayes ne mo; 
Ac evere him hulde in priveite: in wop and other wo; 
For no neode that me him sede: he nolde without^ go. , 
He se ro}te nothing of this wordle: lute he et also: 
The sorwe and deol that he makede: ne mi3te nevere 

beoido. 
He sende anon to Canterbure: for this deolfat dede. 
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And the monekSa bad pitonaliche: that hi for Um 

bede; 
And sende hem word that hit nas: nothing bi hia rede, 
And that the Kni3te[8]wendS forth: and nothing hi ne 

aeide; 
And that he send^ after hem: that hi come a3e, 
And er the man hem comE to: hi were fur in the eee. 
To the Pops also god: the King sendg sone, ^'^i 

And bad hie consail pitonsliche: what him was to done; 
And bad him, for the love of 6od: in bucK angusse 

him rede, 
That he were iachrTrS and aseoilled: of the lithere 

The Pope haddS gret pite: that he euch word him 

sende; 
And gret joj that he badde wille: his lyf to amende. 
Tuei Cardynala he sendS him: wise men both£ tuo. 
To schryve him of tbulkg ejune: and assoilG also; 
And the Biachops to aaaoilli ek: that were in mansinge. 
Wele that this Cardinals: wolcome were the Einge. 
The King bad hem deoIfoUiche: sduyve him of the 

dede; 'I'i 

Ac bihet hem atabliche: to stonde al at here rede. 
He swore upe the halidom: that hit nas bi him ti03t, 
Ne bi hia wille, ne bi his heste: that he was to dethe 

ibrojt; 
Ne that for hia fader deth: so sori man he nas, 
Ne for his mordS nothSmo: aa he for him waa. 
And that he wolde with godS hnrte: the penance ol 
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That hi wolde le^e on him: nere hit nojt so stronge; 
For he was eDch^aouii of his deth: and of his anuj 

also. 
For the Knijtea to paye him: broujtS him therto. ^l^o 
Tho the Cardinals iseje: that he repentant witKdrouj, 
Hi assoillede him, and leide on him: penance strong 

ynou3, 
In priveit^ as ri}t was: that noman hit nuste; 
And this ek that ich wole nou telle: that that folc of 

wiste; — 
That he fonde to the holi londe: to hondred knijtes to 

fl5te, 
Al a 5er, with Templers: for holi chnrchS rijtej 
And the statutz of Clarendone: he scholde alout with- 

drawe, 
For whan this holi man: was ibrojt of dawe; 
And that he clanliche julde aje: that bynomS was. 
The biachopriche of C^aterbure: for wratbthe of 

Seint Thomas; 31W> 

That heschulde his uvel wille: al clanliche ek for3yve, 
Al that he hadde of tonde: for wratbthe of bim idryve, 
The King grantede al here wille: wepingS wel sore; 
And seide hit was to lute: and bad legge on bim more; 
And seide, "almid willS her: mi bodi ich bitake: 
" jeveth me pendnce ynouj; ynelS non forsake." 
He wende out attS church^ dore: assoilled to beo. 
And ne huld him nojt worthe: that me scholde him 

with inn B iseo. 
Without^ the churchS pitousUche: be sat adoun akneo. 
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Ac the CardiQals nolde nojt: hie bodi al nnwreo. ssw 
Ac somdel above his clothes: hi sseoillcde him there. 
For deol hi wopS pitousliche: mcni that ther were. 
As Bone he make ane biheste: with wel dreori cherej 
HiB fader penance to fulfllle; if he of peer nere; 
If he ful ia feble stat: that he ne mi5te hit ful ende, 
The penance he nom upe him Bilve: and dude as the 

hende. 
ThuB was this godS man: ibr05t to martirdom: 
Meni was the fair mir^Ie: that siththS for him com. 
Me wiate in Jerusalem: that he was to dethe ido, ^^^ 
Withinne the furstS fourt€ni5t: that hit comtherto. 
For a monck of thulkS londe: in his deth uvel lay. 
And his Abbot tofore him com: bifore his end* day; 
And conjurede him that he scbolde: after his deth uvel 

Come to him and telle him fore: in which stat he were. 
So that the monek deidS sone: as God jt(f the cas. 
To bis Abbot siththe he com: as be conjured was; 
And seide that he isaved was: in the joye of hevene 
anhe5, ^'^ 

And tolde liim moche of the joye: that he ther isej. 
He tolde him that thulkStyme: that he to hevene com, 
The Archebischop of Canterbury: tholede martirdom; 
And that his soulS thulkS tyme : wende to hevene anon. 
Fair was the processioun: that ajen him comgon. 
Of angles and of patriarcs: and of apostles alao, 
Of martirs and of confessuurs: and of virginSs therto. 
Hi nome alle his holi soule; and tofore oure Louerd 
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And brou3te him witli joye ^110115: ae he sat on his 

trone. 
His croung was al of ismTte: blodi was his heved. 
And his brajn was al ischad: that ther nas 11051 ileved. 
"Thomas! Thomas!" quath core Loiierd; "thus hit 

falleth to the, 
" To come into thi Louerdes court: in suche manure 

to me. aaso 

" For thi servise, ich thfi 5eve: moch6 joye and blis, 
" As ich jof Seint Peter: that myn owe disciple b." 
A croune he sette upon his heved: of gold cler and 

god: 
Wei bicom the brijtS gold: upon the redS blod. 
MorS joye ne mijtS beo: than for him in hevene was: 
The Archebischop of Canterbure: this was Seint 

Thomas. 
The Tuesdai after Cristas masse: the nextg that ther 

com, 
The holi man Seint Thomas: tholedc martirdom. 
And whan thu hurest telle of his deth: of men of 

EngSlonde, 
Thn schalt ileove me of this tale: and that sotbe 

underfonge.' 2310 

The Abbot sone amorwe: ne forjet nojt Seint Thomas, 
Ac the Patriarc of Jernsalem: he toldS al thnt easj 
So that forthere in the jere: hit was wel understonde, 
That Pelegrims thider come; out of Engfilonde. 
The Pelegrims tolde al that sothe: as he hadde er ised, 
In what manere he was aslawe; and which tyme he 
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lend was thua in Jerusalem : the deth of Seint Thomas, 
Withiane the furstS foartSoi3t: that he ^martred was. 
The vyft^ jer (ich onderstonde): after his martiFdom, 
Bituene King Henri and his sone: gret conteic ther 
com. 33S0 

The sone bicom prout anon: for his kjaMom, 
And of his fader toldS lute: and weir^ upe him nom. 
The mestS del was with his sone: of al EngClonde, 
And the King of Fraace also: and the King of Scot- 

londe; 
So that this sell oldS man: in sorwe was ynou3; 
Al he hit wiate the Uthere dede: that me Seint Tho- 
mas SI0U3. 
He wendS out of Normandie: into EngSlonde; , 
Er he com to Canterbure; he nolde no whar atstonde. 
Tho he com fur withoute the ]totm: he gau to ali3te 

Al afote and barefot: he wende into the tonn, 3360 
In hie curtel al ungnrd: (ae al that folc isay,) 
And to the place he wendS so: as Seint Thomas lay. 
He huld up his honden dulfulliche: and cridS milce 

and ore: 
At his tumbe he ful akueo: wepiogS wel Bore. 
Weping in his oreisouns: al fastinge he lay, 
At this holi manSs tumbe: a ni3t and a day. 
Of ech monek of thehouB: he let him discipline, 
With a 5urd, and jut him thojte: that hit was to lute 



r ek to legge adoun: the lithere lawes echone. 
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So that he let ainge a masae: er he thannSs wende, 
Of Seint Thomaa the holi maa: that he his grace him 

sende. 
The while me this maasS aoDg: (as God 3af the cas,) 
The Eyng of Scotlond was ynome: that his meate fo 

And meni othere ek with him : that were his mestS foD, 
So that hi that were ynome: naddS poer bod. 
So that this seli oldg Kyage: that bynethe tho was, 
Al above was ibrojt: thurf the grace of Seint Thomas; 
And his aone was bynethe: and ho bi3at ful lute, 
To werren a5en his fader: for his sori prute. ^^eo 

Bi him men mawe nyme ensample: to beo to haetjve, 
To jeve here souSs Dp here lond; the while hi beoth 

The BOne tho thei'afterward: provede nvele ynouj; 
Wei longe bifore his fader: toward ^hedetbe he drouj, 
And forpjnede in the meqeiaoun: that his lyf him 

tbojt^ longe. 
And deidC siththS dolfulliche: in gret pyne and strong. 
Hia brother also, Sire Gefihii: that of Britaigne Eorl 

was, 
Deide ek in the meueisomi: in the silvS cas; 
So that after here fader dethe: ther bUevede heir non. 
Bote here brother Eyng Richard; and sithtfaS Kyng 

John. 33W) 

Ac Sire Greffreies child: bi rijtfi lawe of londe, 
Scholde habbe ibore the heritage: as ieh uaderstondei 
Tberfore thatmaideofBritaigne: that his doujter was, 
In warde was al hire lyf: for thnlkg alvi cas. 
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The lithere Knijtgs, allE fonre: that slowS Seint 

Tboma?, 
Deide in strong^ dethS ^onj: and uo wonder nas! 
Hi were echone repentant: ne mijte none men more: 
Evere hi cride on Seint Thomas: to 5eTe hem milce 

and ore. 
Sone after tliat be was aslawe: here god al hi lete, 
And wendS to the holi lond: here syanSs forto bete. 
Ac Williem Traci ne wendS no5t: forth with thother 

threo; MOl 

He hopede her in Engglond: repentant ynon3 to beo; 
Ac he bicom theraflerward : in grete meseise and 

strong. 
His flesch bigui to breken out: and rotede and foule 

stonk, 
So longS, that hit stonk so foule: that deol hit was to 



That unetbe my3tS eni man: 
HiB flesch rotede on him ek: 
That hiB bonis were al bare: 



for stinchS 005 him beo, 
and aldai ful awey, 
ne likede him no plej. 



He todrou3 ek his owe flesch: mid his honden, attS 

laste, 
Pece and other al abrod: fram him awd caste. ^l" 
He todrouj honden and armes: meat of echon. 
That ther nas no flesch iJevedi bote synSs and bar bon, 
Menl men hit tbojtS wel: that hit his will6 were, 
Forto bete his synne: that bis soule in peril nere. 
Wrecchedere gost ne mijtS beo: than this sell prisoun 

was, 
Evere he cridS deolfulliche: "merci, Seint ThomasI" 
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AttS laste he let hia lyf: in the Btroogg pyne, 
And if hit GodSs willS was: com to godS fyne. 
This Kni3tSs, for tliis litbere dede: deid^ sone echon, 
So that in the thriddS jere: ther oe levede alyve no5t 

on: M» 

For the S&uter saitb that suchSmen: that of trioherie 

beoth, 
Ne echnlleth nojt half here dajes libbe: as we aldai 

iseoth. 
The} hi beo wel repentant: as this Eni5tSB were, ich 

wene, 
jut ne libbeth hi nojt half here l;f : aa hit was bi hem 

Seint Thomas^ this holi man: under nrthS la^, 
Kr that he iacbryned were: meui a long day. 
He lai therinnS fonrti jer: and half jer therto, 
And aboute an ei)t£ dajes: er he were of urthe ido. 
God wolde abide a god tyme: to so noble thing, 
Whan hi werS bothe gode: Arcbebiachop and King. 
For the Kjng that longS was: and evere was of litber 

dede, »88i 

LutS thojtS, bi his day: to do so godS dede. 
Ac the King Henri the juugS sone: nolde nojt long£ 

fyne, 
. Tho he was jung King ymaked: er he were in schryne. 
He uas no5t of threttene ^er: er he dude this noble 

thing, 
And hit was ek in the fnrtbe 3er: that he was ymaked 

Kyng. 
ThegodeArdiebiBchopStevene:raddeeTerefa8tetherfo, 
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So that bi herS beir^ red: this ded^ was ido, 

The Pope Hono[r]i that was tho: hedir he gan sende 

Fandolf, a Leg&t fram Rome: to briage this dede to 

ende. mm 

The Pope 5af allS gret pardoun : that thider wold^ gon, 
That me nuste longe in Engglond: bo gret pardoun 

noQ. 
Therfori to honurye this holi bodi: ther com folc ynouj, 
Of bischopa and of abbotea: menion thider di^u^; 
Of prioure and of peraones: and of meni other clerkes 

also, 
Of eorl^B and of barouns: and of meni knyjtea therto; 
Of seiJaDt3 aad of squiers: and of hosebondes ^aowe, 
And of simple men ek of the lond: so thickS thider 

drowe, 
That al the lond theraboute: the contrayes wide and 

longe, 
Mi3te unethe al that folc: that ther com, afonge. ^sso 
So that this hejS men: that scholde this dedS do, 
Were in care hou hi mijte: for preasS come therto; 
So that the Archgbiachop Stevene: of wham that ich 

30U er sede, 
And the Bischop Eichard of Salisbnre: nomS hem to 

redej 
And the Priour, Wal«r, of the hous: and the Covent 

also, 
Wenden hem alle in priveil«: tbis ded^ forto do. 
Binjjte as the men leye and slope: and lutS therof 

tho5te. 
Hi nomg up this holi bones: and in a chiste hem brojte. 
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And aette hem up in a privei atede; fort« the dai were 

icome, 
Tbttt was icrid into al that lond: that he scholde beo 

up ynome, 3*W 

This was in the month of Jul: ri5t evene the Bovethe 

That bi a Tywi^sdai was tho: as al that folc ieay. 
Tho this diu was icome: to this mjuatre wende auon 
The Kyng Henri the 3nnge child: and this heje men 

echoD. 
AboutS underne of the dai: to [this] holi bodi hi come; 
Fondolf wendfi furste therto: the I/egat of Eomej 
And the Archebischop of Cauterbnry: and of Beyns 

also, 
That for the silvg thingS come: fram bijundS see 

therto. 
And Sire Haberd de Erom: that was the heje Justise, 
And four grete louerdlings that were: noble men and 

wise, 3«™ 

Upe here schnldren hi nome; this holi bodi anon; 
And the bischops and abbotes: were ek meni on. 
To the he5 [anter] of the Trinite: this holi bones ht 

bere, 
And leide the chiste al therwith: in a noble scluyne 

there. 
This Sing Henri was so 3ung: that he ne therste nojt, 
.With othere here this holi bones: leste me hurte him 

03t. 
This was bi a Tyw&dai: that this bonSs up hi nome: 
Al his cbeances that he hadde: by Tyw^sdai hi come. 
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Bi Tyw^sdai be was ibore: and oat of hie moder 
wombe com; **'* 

And also me bringeth an£ theof: to fongen his dom, 
Tofore the Kjog at Korhamptone: bi a Tuesdai: 
With gr6t£ schame he was ibro3t: as al that folc isai: 
Vyllokere than eni theof : that folc him ther aschende. 
Bi Tneedai he was iflemd : and out of Engelond wende. 
Bi a Tuesday at Ponteney: oare Lonerd to Mm com, 
And seidS him that swetS word; .of his martirdom. 
" Thomasl" seide oure Bwet£ Lionerd: " 5Ut schullen of 

thi blode, 
"AUe mi churchen ihered beo:" thie beoth word^s 

Bi Tuesdaia also god: to Eng^ond he com, 3BW 

After that he was iflemd: to fonge hia martirdom. 
Bi a Tuesdu at Canterbury: to dethe he was ido. 
And ffiththS bi a Tuesdai: ischryned also. 
Those sotS thinges bi Taesdai: him come attS laate: 
Therfore me 8i5th meni men: maki herg faste. 
To levS flesch thane Tueedai: other to o mel faste. 
Forte hi come to Canterbnre: to honnry the heje feste. 
Non Jesus, for the swet2 love : that Seint Thomas on 

tho3te, 
Bringeousto thulke joye: that he so deore ous to 

b0U}te. AlCBN. 3366 

EXPLICIT VITA SAKCTOBDH. 
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(Hearne, pp. 468-478, MS, ff I31ii-135 ) 

EiNO Hehki wondede muche: to abbe men in ofiUi, 
Mid him, that of conseU: verS god and wis. 
Ercedekne of Eanterbniy: Sein Tomas tho was: 
The King him made ia Chauneeler: ac* ia wMe it 

iiou[3]t nas. 
To him Ihe King truatS mest: oe ther oas uon so hej, 
That so mnche wuste is privite: ae that him were so 

ney. 
So mu<^e he truste on him: that in ia warde he let do 
Henri is eldoste aone: and is eir al ao, 
That he were his wardeini and al ia ordeinour, 
Toiswilleto wisffl him: and to the Kinges honour. l<) 
The King wende t« Normandie: to sojorni there. 
And mid Sein Tomas dude ia aone: that he is wardein 

were. 
Tho Teband the Erchebissop: auththS ded was, 
The King and monekea ek: choaS Seint Tomas. 
Tho he waa Erchebiasop: he huld 5nt in ia bond 
That child, Tort that the King: come in to Eng^lond. 

• MS. ot. 
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The child lorede him idou: more aas nevere iseye, 
Ne he iiadde of no man: morS love ne eye. 
Tho the KiDg to londS com: Sein Tomaa nam is eotie, 
And wel vawe ajen him: wende to Southhamtone. ^ 
Tter was joye and blisse inou: tho hii togadere come; 
Hii cuate hom and biclupte: and herede God Home. 
It waa enlevB hundred 5er: and sixti and tuo, 
Of grace, that Sein Tomaa: was Erchebiaeop tho. 
The next« 5er ther after: (as it wolde be,) 
EndlevS hundred 3er of grace: and sixti and thre, 
He halwede, as the King him bed: the churche of 

Bedinge, 
That verst ifounded was: thoru Henri the other Kinge. 
He Bsrinede tholke sulvS jer: Seint Edward, iwie, 
ThatwasKingofEng^ond: at Westmuustre tliat is. ^ 
The King 5efthulkS8ulv^3er: Henri is sone, Aungeo, 
Tours, and al Vormandie: and Bichard is sone, al so, 
Hejef Gascoine and Aquittune: so that hii dude homage 
King Lonia of France: thervore, withoute outrage. 
Gefira; is sone he made Erl: of Bnitaine al so. 
The wule is children }ODg£ were: al this was ido. 
No man ne mi3t^ thenche: the lovS that ther waa, 
Bitnene the King Henri: and the gode man Seint 

Tomaa. 
The Devel adde envie ther to; and aed bituene hom 

Alas! alaa! thulke etounde: Tor al to wel it greu! ^'* 
Vor ther adde er ibe: Kingea of luther dede, 
Aa Willam Bastard and is aone: Willam the Bede; 
That luther lawEs made ynou; and helde in to al the 
lond. 
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The King nolde noujt bUeve: the lawEs that he fond, 

Ne tiiat is eldeme halde: ne the godeman Sein Tomas, 

Thou5te that thing &^6 ri5te: nevere law^ nas, 

Ne Bothneese, ac coatume: mid etrengthe up iholde; 

And he wnete that ur Louerdi in the goapel tdd^ 

That he him Bulf was aothnesee: and coatumS Qou[3]t: 

Ther vore luther costumes: he noldS graunti nou3t. W 

Ne the King ndde bileve: that is eldeme adde iholde; 

So that coDtek sprong: bituene horn, mani Tolde. 

The King droo to ri3tS lawe: mani luther costome: 

Sein Tomas horn withsede: and graotedS some. 

The law&that icholle nou telle: he grauntedS vawe: — 

5uf a thuman hath a sone: to clei^e idrawe, 

He ne ssal, withoute is louerdes [wille:*] icrouned 

noujt be: 
Vor thuman ne ma; nonjt be imad : ajen is louerdes 

wille fre. 
Another thing he grauntede ek: as je mowe nou ise; 
5uf a man of holichirche: halt eni la; fe, ^ 

Person other wat he be: he saal do thervore 
Kinges serrise that ther valthf; that is rijte ne be 

vorlore; 
In plajdinge and in asise be: and in jug&nent also, 
Bote war man ssal be bilemed: other to dethe ido. 
Hegrantedeek, ;uf eniman: the kingSs traytonr were, 
And eni man of is chateus: to holi chnrchS bere. 
That holi churche ne SBoldS noujt: the chateus tixetH 

lette, 

* EvideDtlj omitted ia this line, though expressed in the next, 
t Heorue hiu «a^. 
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That the king there, other is: as is owene, is ne vette: 

Tor a1 that the felon hath: the kingSs it is. 

And echmanmidginholicharche: ie owene take, jwis.^'O 

He grontede ek, that a charche: of the king& fe. 

Id none stede eve* and evere: ne seolde i}irS be. 

As to houa of religion: withoute the kingSs lere; 

And that he, other the patron: the 5ifte verat 5eve. 

Seint Tomaa grantede wel: tbes and other mo: 

Ac this othere he wttheede: that dude him wel wo: — 

}uf bituene tneie lewede men: were eni striving. 

Other 1[ntuene a lewede and a clerc: vor holichurche 

thing. 
As vor vowSson of churcbe: wether asolde the chnrchS 

jive, 
The king wolde that in is court: the pie ssolde he 

drive, so 

Vor as muche as a lewed man ; that the o partie was, 
Clanliche was under the king: and under no bissop nas. 
Another was, that no bissop: ne clerc nath^mo, 
Ne ssolde withoute [the] kingSs leve: oat of this lond go; 
And thannS hii ssolde suerie: upe the hok, ywis, 
That hii ne ssolde purchase non uvel: the king, ne 

non of his. 
The thridde was, juf eni man: in mansinge were ibroujt. 
And BuththScometoamendement: nea}erijtenereno5t. 
That he ne snore noujt upe the boc: ac borewea findS 

soldo, 
To stonde to that holicbircbe: ther of him 1<^ wolde. **>. 

* Hearne hu ok .- perhaps it ought to read ertre in both 
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The Tertbe was, that ao man: that of the kiuge hulde 

oujt, 
In chef, other in eni aerriae: in mandnge were ibro5t, 
Bote the wardeins of bolicbirche : that br03tS him 

thert<s 
The king aede, other is bailifs: wat he adde misdo ; 
And lokede verst wer hii wolde: to amendSment it 

bringe, 
And bote hii wolde be bor leve: do the mansinge. 
The Tifte waa, that bisoopriches: and abbeiea also. 
That vacaans were of prelas : in the kingea bond 

were ido; 
And that the king asolde al the lond; ae ia ow5 take, 
Yort attS laatS that bim luste: eni prelat ther make, '*)** 
And thannStbulkSprelatasolde: in ia chapele icboaS be, 
Of is clerkea, wucbe be wolde: to such prelat hi ee; 
And thannS wan he were ichoae: in ia cbapele ri5t 

there, 
Homage he eaolde him do: ar he confermed were. 
The uxtS was, jut eni play: to chapitle were idrawe, 
And eni man made is apel: ja£ me dude bim unlawe, 
That to the biaaop framercedekne: ia ap^l asold£ make, 
And fram biaaop to ercb^iaaop : and auththe non 

herrS take ; 
And bote the ercbebisBopes court: to rijte him woldS 

bringe. 
That he ssolde fram him: biclupe bivore the kinge; UO 
And fram the king non herre mo: ao that, atten ende, 
Plaiuinge* of holicbirche; to the king aold£ wende, 

* So in the MS., bat differently in t. 119. 
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And the king amendi ssolde: the erchEbisBOpea dede,' 
Ajid be as in the pop^ etude: ac Sein Tomas it with 

sede. 
The Bevethe was, that plaidinge: that of dett^ were, 
To5elde wel thorn treutheiplijt: andnojtiholdSnere; 
Al tbei thoru treutbeit were: that pie saolde be ibrojt, 
Bivore the king and is bailifs : and to holi churchB nojt. 
The eijtethe was, that in the londe: citacion noa nere, 
Thoru bull^ of the pope of Kome: ac dene bileved were. 
The nithe was, that Petres panes: that me gadereth 

msnion, I3i 

The pope nere nou3t on isendi ac the king echon. 
The tethe was, juf eni clerc: as felon were itake, 
And vor felon iproved: and ne mijte it n03t yorsake; 
That me ssolde bim verst desordeini: and sathtbe 

thoru pur lawe. 
And tboni jugement of the lond: honge him, other to 

drawe, 
Vorthea, and vor other mo; thegodemon, Seint Tomae, 
Fleu verst out of £ng^ond: and euththe jmartred was. 
Vor he sei ther nas bote o we^: other he moste stif be. 
Other holichurcbS was issent; that mid rijte was so 

fre. wo 

EndlevS hundred 5er of grace: and foure and sixti therto. 
It was, that Sein Tomas: of londe wendS so. 
The nexte jei ther after: the AmperessS Mold 
Wende out of this live: as the boo ath itold. 
The King let crouni to Kinge: an vif jer after this, 
Henri is eldoste sone: at Westmunstre, ywis, 
As endlevS hundred jer of grace: and sixti and t^ne; 
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And sixtene jer he was old: tho he was icrouned, ich 

wene. 
l^Ercbebissopof Everwik: ondtheBisBopof Loadone, 
And of Sttlesbory, himcronnede: ajenrijt and wone.!*" 
Vor the Erchebiasop of Canterburi ; mid rijte it 

saoldS do. 
Tho Seiii Tomas it waste: gret deol he nom him to. 
That the chorche of EaQterbniy: in snch uari}t was 

ibrojt, 
He n<ddS, vor to tholie deth: leng tholieit nojt. 
He droD him towarde Eng^ond: to is martirdom: 
As GodSs knijt, he bigan: tho be hider com. 
He amansede allS thnlke: that such unrijt adde ido, 
To the churche of Canterbury: and tha King icrouned 

BO. 

The thre bissopes worths* were : and nome horn to rede, 
And wende vorth to Nonnandie: and the olde Bang it 

sede. i» 

The Eing was nei* vor wratbthS, wod: and sedfi, " jnf 

that be 
" Amonseth allS thulkE men: tbanne amanseth he me." 
He acorsede allS thnlke men; that he hadde vorth 

ibronjt, 
That of an false preste: ne abbS eke him nou3t.f 
That word be sedS ofte: in hastinesse, ywis: 
Foure of the Develes limes: is XoijtSs, hordS this] 
Sire Beinaud Le flzours: Sire Roger Brut al so, 
Sire Hue de Morvile: Sir Willam Trad ther to; 

• So, for wrollu. 

I Thnthikd Dot avenged Mm of afalsepriest SeeLife,v.l946. 
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HU nomS hom to rede: asd vor to paye is wiUe, 
Wende vorth to EugSIond: hastaiche and stille. i«> 
Tho the King com to is mete: and is Kojjt^s mid 

him were, 
He bihuld sod miste: thulkS iburS there. 
Ib herte him j^t anon: wuderward hii wende: 
In angoisse and sor jnon: after hom he sende, 
Toward the se, hasteliche: that hii come aj6. 
Ar the mees^;er come: hii were in the se. 
Hii wende hom Torth to Kanterbnri: andinthechorchS 

ti3t, 
Hii martreden Sein Tomas: an Tiweaday at ni3t. 
This god^nan sat adoun akne: and is hered hnyede 

adonn, 
And wel softe, as some hnrde: sede this orison: — I'O 
" God and Seint^ Marie: and Sein Denis al so, 
" And alle the avowEa of this chnrche: in was Meich 

am ido,* 
" Ich bitake min sonle: and holi churchS rijte!" 
3Ut he bed vor holi chnrche: tho he nadde other mijte. 
Sir Eeinand Le Fizonrs: meet ssrewe of echon, 
Vor to smito thia holi man: is auerd dron anon. 
Ac Edward Grim, that was is clerc: of GrantSbrugge 

ibore. 
To bclpe is louerd, juf he mijte: pnlte is arm bivore. 
He wounde his arm eaithe sore: that blod om adoun: 
Mid thulk£ dunt ek he smot: Sein Tomas npe the 

croun, '*• 

* And itll the patrou-sfdnts of thia church, in whose bvor I 
am placed. — Heanie reads idoaa. 
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That tint blod om bi is face: in the rijt half of the 

wouDde. 
LoudS gradde the luther Koijt: " Smiteth alle to 

grounder 
In thulk€ snlvS wounde: an other him emot tho, 
That he abuyde ia face adoun: vort tber com€ mo. 
The tbridde in thulkS sulvS Btede: tber after emot 

And made himaloutealadouo: is facevpeontheston. 
In thulkS Btede the verthe smot: that the othere adde 

pr ydoi 
And the point of is suerd brec: in the marbreston 

jut tbulkS point at Canterbury: the monekes lateth 

wite, 
Yor honour of the holi man; that thenrith was ismite. 
With thulkg etroc he emot al of: the scolle and ek the 

croune, "l 

That the brain om al abrod: in the pavimeut ther 

doune. 
Tho this holiman imartred was: the Knijt^s gradde 

" This traitor is to dethe ibrojt: wende we henne 

" Syweth ns* the Kinggs men: and alle that mid him 

beth. 
" Of this tmtor we beth awreke: as je nou iseth. 

* Id the MS. hok was the original reading, corrected into m, 
which Hearue mlEpiial^d vL 
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" He thoujte be herrS than the Kiug: and bioime him 

is croune, 
" And to noojte bringe al EngSlondi and uon he lith 

ther dounet" 
In endlevS hundred jer of grace: this godemim, Sein 

Tonus, 
And aixti and endlevene: thus imaitred was. ^^ 

Tho the King it wuete: he madS deol ynou. 
So that Tor anguisse: nei liim sulve he slou. 
In the castel of Argentein: vonrt^ dawos he was, 
In a chaumbre al one: withoate eni solas. 
In wop and sorwe and deol inou: and confort nonhim 

Ac evere on the holiman: criede, Sdn Tomas. 

So that tueie Cardinals: the Pope him sende, iwts; 

And hii him asoilede: of that was ido amia. 

And he undude the Inther lawes: and granntede alle 

thegode, 
That Sein Tomas esste: as hii anderst<>de. ^lO 

Of forest and of other thing: that is eldeme nome 

He undude, and ther to: is chartre made, iwis. 
Ac afUr is daje iholde: febliche it was, 
Of King Jon, and of othere: and natheles ther nas, 
I^on of bom, that som6 time: (mid wille thei tt nere,) 
Ne grauntede and confennede it: thei it lute wurth 

were: 
Vor mani is the godS bodi: that aslawe is therrore. 
To betere ende God it bringe: that vor ns was ibore!* 

• Here ends the portion of the metrical teit, oraitled in the 
Heralds' MS. 
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After Sein Tomaa detbe; aboute an jerge to, 

Ther sprong cod tek a uithS strong: (thei it lutlierwere 

Bituene King Henri tlie olde: and the jonge, mid wou: 
Vor the sone aroa a}€ the fader: and dude him asame 

Thorn the King of France: was dojter was is wif; 
Tor thorn a vowe of him: the Bone bigan that strif. 
Yor the King of Frannce: and the £rl of Flaundres 

ther to. 
And Sir Roberd Erl of Iieicestre: and Sire Hue 

Bigod also, 
And the King of Scotlond ek: uid manie other kni5t. 
With the sone aje [the] fader: huldg with unrijt. 
Hii destmede and robbede: the fader londea, mid wou: 
The father- was in N'ormandie: and debl made 70011. 
He huld it al wreche of God: vor Sein Tomoa mar- 

tirdom, Ml 

And natheies with gret poer: to EngSlond he com.* 
The Erl Willam of Gloucestere: huld mid him vaste, 
And mani other trewS knijt: bo that attS kste,f 
(Ac the olde King at Canterbury: midgode herte and 

* This Hue la omitted in Ueanie's copy, bat gappUed in bia 
notes from the Heralds' MS. with a slight transpoBition of the 
words. It exists, however, in the Cottonian teil^ ai above. 

f This clause, in all propsbilit]'', is erroneous, and left so bj 
the author; for ^ongb the next four lines, (wbicb are here 
printed within parentheses, as by Hearne,) are needful to complete 
the namtive, they are omitted in the Heralds' US., and t. 339 
tj canstrued with this verse, in the stead of v. 238, 
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Hurde is maaae of Sein Tonma: and ciide him merci, 

stille. 
Ib ost, and is sodS ost: the waVS maase ilaste, 
Smite an stronge babule: so that attS laate,) 
Thorn grace of Sein Tomas: is men overcome 
Hor fon, and the King: of ScoUonde nome. 
And Sir Hue Bigod ek: and the Erl of Leicetr«, >«> 
Inome was thorn IV^Uam: Erl of Gloncestre. 
Manion ther was ulawe: bo that tliis v&ir cas, 
The King it thonkede everidel: the godeman Sein 

Tomaa. 
So that the fader and the sone: acorded wer£ tho, 
Ac the sonSs herte &}k the fader: was ever mo; 
And the bretheren hulde al so: a5en hor fader vaste, 
Torte the 5onge King Henri: deidS att£ laste. 
A Sein Bamab& day: and (as it woldE be) 
EndlevS hundred 3er of grace: and ei)tetiaiid threi^^ 
la Normandye he deyde: and thulkS 3er al so, 
Seint Egwine at Evesham: in ssrine was verst ido: 
Glastingbori was ther after: and to }er, ibrojt to 

grounde, 
Yorbamd, and of King Arthnre: the bonSs verst 

ifounde. 

(Ibid. pp. G17-51S, B. U5>>-U6.) 

Ther after at Weetmnnstre: ar the Baronie hi aai,' 
Hii crounede the King arijt: a WiteBOnSday.f 

f ThiB corontdon of King Henry HI. took place on the 17Ih 
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It was as in the jer of grace: a* tuelf hundred and 

tuenti 3er, 
And as in the verthS jer: that he verat croune ber. 
The newg wore of Westin[unstre]: the King bigan 

the anon. 
After is cronninge: and leide the verst* ston. ^0 

The King wende tho to Canterbury: and the heiemen 

also. 
To nimet up Sein Tomas body; and In to ssrinS do: 
Aral he adde ileye an erthe; anssrined vifti jer. 
Of EngSlond and of France; ao muche folc ther com 

tber. 
That alle contreye abonte: unnetbe avonge it mi3te; 
Ther Tore hii nome him up: priveliche bi ni3te. 

of May, 1330, and the iDehrining of BekeC on tlie 7tb of Jaly 
following; nMch latter day is marked in calendars prior to the 
Betbrmalion thll*; — TVoiufatia lamli Thoma Mariyru, to dislln- 
gtiish it from the day of his death, the 29th of December, where 
the first of these words is omitted. 

* So Heame : the US. has " &." 

* 8o the M8, but Hearne rewis miiM. Cf. Life.Tv. Sass, 2360, 
2377, 
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